Ash Wednesday
February 18, 2026

WELCOME TO EMANUEL

Whoever you are, wherever you are from,
we’re glad you’re here! L

If you are here for the first time, please make a nametag for yourself in
the Welcome Area (located outside the entrance to the worship space) so
we can greet you by name. Please provide your contact information,
either in our guestbook on the desk in the Welcome Area or by using this
QR code, so that we can keep in communication with you.

Restrooms are located downstairs outside our fellowship space, Luther Hall. You can use
the elevator or the stairs to get to the lower level. Please join us for refreshments in
Luther Hall following the service.

Hearing assistance devices and pew cushions are available in the Welcome Area.

Children are always welcome at worship at Emanuel! Children’s bulletins and
activity bags are available in the Welcome Area. If you need more space for your child to
move about, feel free to bring them into the Welcome Area to give them room to be
active. If you prefer, supervised childcare for children ages 6 months to 4 years is
provided in our Nursery downstairs in Luther Hall.

Sunday School for children in kindergarten through 6™ grade takes place during worship,
September through May, and your child is welcome to participate. Sunday School
teachers and students depart downstairs for class after the Prayer of the Day and return to
worship in time for Holy Communion. On the first Sunday of each month, there is a
children’s message offered by the preacher during the service in place of Sunday School.

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Gluten free wafers are available as an
option on the small silver tray held by the assistant in the center of the aisle. Red wine
and non-alcoholic white grape juice are both offered in each communion tray.

If you have any questions or need any assistance, please ask an usher.



ALL ARE WELCOME AT EMANUEL

Recognizing that we live in a broken world, Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness. As
members of Emanuel Lutheran Church and children of a loving and merciful God, we
acknowledge that this reconciliation extends to people of any gender identity, gender expression,
sexual orientation, age, race, culture, physical or mental ability, economic circumstances,
relationship status, or any person that has ever experienced pain or oppression, and we commit
ourselves to embracing the work of anti-racism, social and economic justice, and environmental
care. Because members of different communities may have been excluded from the Church in the
past, we wish to make explicit our welcome to all. It is for this purpose that we affirm that ALL
people are welcome here, just as they are, contributing their individuality to the wholeness of the
Body of Christ.

SERVING TODAY

Presiding MINISEET ......vviieiiieeciie ettt e e e e e e ea e e e eraeeesaraeeeeneeas Pastor Mark Olsen
Director Of MUSIC ...ceevviieeiiieeeiiee ettt e e et e e araeea Jonathan Reuning-Scherer
ASSIStING MINISTET....cceiviieiiiieeeiiie e John Foote (12:00), Maureen Leyes (7:00)
Reader.......ooooiiiiii e, Lee Sherman (12:00), Diane Troutman (7:00)
Communion Preparers..........cccveieeciveiieiiie et Val and Craig McDonald
AV TECHNICIANS

Paul Christianson, David Counterman, Baker Wainscoat, Liz Arcand

Though not expected, when it happens, applause is a spontaneous expression of our
thanksgiving to God for the gifts of music and of musicians that enrich our lives
and enhance our worship.

Soli deo gloria — Glory to God alone



INTRODUCTION

Tonight, we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with repentance. We mark our foreheads
with ashes in the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism and of our own mortality. During
Lent, we turn to God, already reconciled to God through Christ, and pray for God to make our
hearts clean, that we may more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world.

PRELUDE AND WELCOME

PSALM 51:1-17
"Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.
’Wash me through and through | from my wickedness,
and cleanse me | from my sin.
For I know | my offenses, and my sin is ev- | er before me.
“Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.
SIndeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my | mother’s womb.
Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom | deep within.
"Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow.
SLet me hear | joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
Hide your face | from my sins, and blot out | all my wickedness.
0Create in me a clean | heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- | it within me.
HCast me not away | from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me.
I2Restore to me the joy of | your salvation
and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit.
BLet me teach your ways | to offenders,
and sinners shall be re- | stored to you.
“Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of | my salvation,
and my tongue shall sing | of your righteousness.
150 Lord, o- | pen my lips, and my mouth shall pro- | claim your praise.
'For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | I would give it.
You are not pleased | with burnt offering.
"The sacrifice of God is a | troubled spirit;
a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will | not despise.
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*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

P:

Holy Spirit, be with you all.
C:  And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Almighty and ever-living God,
C:

you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent.
Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may
receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: JOEL 2:1-2, 12-17

Because of the coming Day of the Lord, the prophet Joel calls the people to a community
lament. The repentant community reminds God of his gracious character and asks God to spare
the people, lest the nations doubt God s power to save.

' Blow the trumpet in Zion;

sound the alarm on my holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near—
2 a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness!
Like blackness spread upon the mountains,
a great and powerful army comes;
their like has never been from of old,
nor will be again after them
in ages to come.

12 Yet even now, says the Lord,
return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
B rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the Lord your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love,
and relenting from punishment.



R:
C:

“Who knows whether he will not turn and relent
and leave a blessing behind him,

a grain offering and a drink offering
for the Lord your God?

15 Blow the trumpet in Zion;
consecrate a fast;

call a solemn assembly;
16 gather the people.

Consecrate the congregation;
assemble the aged;

gather the children,
even infants at the breast.

Let the bridegroom leave his room
and the bride her canopy.

7 Between the vestibule and the altar,
let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep.
Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord,
and do not make your heritage a mockery,
a byword among the nations.
Why should it be said among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?” ”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 5:20B—6:10

The ministry of the gospel endures many challenges and hardships. Through this ministry, God s
reconciling activity in the death of Christ reaches into the depths of our lives to bring us into a
right relationship with God. In this way, God accepts us into the reality of divine salvation.

206 We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. ! For our sake he made him to be
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

1 As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in
vain. 2 For he says,

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,

and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! > We are putting no obstacle in
anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4 but as servants of God we have
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, > beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; ® by purity,
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, ’ truthful speech, and the power
of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; ® in honor and
dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; ° as
unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not
killed; '° as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing,
and yet possessing everything.

R: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 6:1-6, 16-21

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but emphasizes
that spiritual devotion must not be done for show.

L:  The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ! “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen
by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, *so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

>“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in
the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you,
they have received their reward. ® But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

16<And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their
reward. !” But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, '8 so that your fasting
may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal; 2° but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 2! For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

L:  The gospel of the Lord.
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Mark Olsen



*HYMN OF THE DAY Softly and Tenderly ELW 608
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Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909
Music: THOMPSON, Will L. Thompson



INVITATION TO LENT

P:

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus'
Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God's
mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another,
and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our
neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists
whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the
discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial
giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us
continue our journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus' death and
resurrection.

CONFESSION OF SIN

P:

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination

P:
C:

Most holy and merciful God,

We confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, that
we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to
the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our
lives, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to
you.
Have mercy on us, O God.



P: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we
confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

P:  Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we
confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

P: Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice
and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

P:  Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come
after us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

P: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.

C: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Those who desire may come forward to receive the ashes.

P:

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

After those who desire ashes have received them, all may sit, and the minister continues...

T O Q7

C:

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The congregation is invited to be seated for the prayers. After each petition:

A:
C:

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

10



*PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C:  And also with you.

We offer each other a sign of God's peace.
OFFERING MUSIC

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

We offer our gifts — our time, our talent, and our treasure - to God,
in thanksgiving for all that God has given us.
To make your gift online, scan the code using your
phone's camera or QR scanner app.

*OFFERING PRAYER

A: O God, maker of heaven and earth,

C: your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the
earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us
into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
*LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and

the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

All Are Welcome at the Table!

This is the Lord’s Table and all are welcome to receive the bread & wine of communion.

Gluten-free wafers are served by the communion assistant in the middle

and white grape juice is available in each communion tray, as needed.

The ushers will guide you out of your pew down the center aisle to the front of the church.
Once you receive communion, please return to your seat by the side aisles. If you would like to

receive communion at your seat, please let an usher know. If, for any reason, you choose not to

receive the bread and wine, we invite you to come forward for a blessing.

12



*LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION MUSIC

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P:
C:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A:  God of our salvation,

C: we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and
strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*BLESSING

P:  Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus
Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, - bless you
now and always.

C: Amen.
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ELW 629

*SENDING HYMN Abide with Me
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Text: Henry E Lyte, 1793-1847
Music: EVENTIDE, William H. Monk, 18231889

*DISMISSAL

P:  Go in peace. Believe the good news.

—

C:
14
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Thanks be to God.



LIVING OUT OUR DISCIPLESHIP — WAYS TO HELP AND SERVE

support our neighbors with basic needs. Thank you to all who have donated to
' help this cause! Your continued support is needed and appreciated.
@ For February, we are asking for donations of bar soap.

]
_\O' T{ {| The Emanuel Food Pantry serves hundreds of meals each month and helps to

BE PART OF EMANUEL’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

There are many ways to serve in worship and all are welcome to volunteer! Please use the
corresponding QR codes to sign up for a service. For assistance signing up, please contact
Morgan in the church office. 860-525-0894 | adminassist@emanuelhartford.org

Serve as Assisting Minister
Coordinator: Maureen Leyes
(860) 212-5492

0| 0| Participate in Music
a5 Contact Jonathan Reuning-Scherer
EL Scan QR for more information

¥ Coordinator: Lynn Sherman
7 lynnsherman480@gmail.com
(860) 550-0518

Serve as Usher

Contacts:

Bob Graulich (704) 996-1717
* Rick Liljedahl (860) 280-6580

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Prayer Shawls are available in a basket in the Narthex for anyone to take for
themselves or to give away to someone needing to know we care. Baby blankets
and a larger supply of shawls are available in the lounge of the Parish Building.
Please be in touch with a member of the Prayer Shawl Ministry Team (Bobbee
Canfield, Lynne Strecker, and Lynn Sherman) with questions.
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Please remember the following individuals in your prayers.
Connor Mansbach T Tracey Sherman § Christopher Favreau
Erin and Joshua Morelli

Homebound: Elaine Wilson { Joan Johnson | Anna-Lisa Johnson T Peggy Zachariasen

Emanuel Lutheran Church
311 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, Connecticut 06106
Office: 860-525-0894 | Emergency: 860-263-9096
www.emanuelhartford.org | www.facebook.com/emanuelhartford

Pastor Mark Olsen Brittany Caldwell
Senior Pastor—extension 1 Education Coordinator
pastorolsen@emanuelhartford.org

Morgan Pope
Jonathan Reuning-Scherer Administrative Assistant—extension 5
Director of Music adminassist@emanuelhartford.org

Jonathan.rs@emanuelhartford.org
Rachel Blank, Natalie Fulmer, and

Kate Bozzo Maeghan O’Laughlin
Operations Manager—extension 4 Nursery Staff
Kate.Bozzo@emanuelhartford.org
Rachid Chelali
Naomi Ngoma Sexton
Community Life & Outreach—extension 3
Naomi.Ngoma@emanuelhartford.org Tammy AbuZant, Dimitrios Passalidis
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