
Second Sunday of Advent 

December 8, 2024 
 

WELCOME TO EMANUEL 
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are from,  

we’re glad you’re here!  

 

 

▪ If you are here for the first time, please make a nametag for yourself in 

the Welcome Area (located outside the entrance to the worship space) so 

we can greet you by name. Please provide your contact information, 

either in our guestbook on the desk in the Welcome Area or by using this 

QR code, so that we can keep in communication with you. 

▪ Restrooms are located downstairs outside our fellowship space, Luther Hall. You can use 

the elevator or the stairs to get to the lower level. Please join us for refreshments in 

Luther Hall following the service.  

▪ Hearing assistance devices and pew cushions are available in the Welcome Area. 

▪ Children are always welcome at worship at Emanuel! Children’s bulletins and 

activity bags are available in the Welcome Area. If you need more space for your child to 

move about, feel free to bring them into the Welcome Area to give them room to be 

active. If you prefer, supervised childcare for children ages 6 months to 4 years is 

provided in our Nursery downstairs in Luther Hall.  

▪ Sunday School for children in kindergarten through 6th grade takes place during worship, 

September through May, and your child is welcome to participate. Sunday School 

teachers and students depart downstairs for class after the Prayer of the Day and return to 

worship in time for Holy Communion.  

▪ All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Gluten free wafers are available as an 

option on the small silver tray held by the assistant in the center of the aisle. Red wine 

and non-alcoholic white grape juice are both offered in each communion tray. 

 

If you have any questions or need any assistance, please ask an usher.  
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ALL ARE WELCOME AT EMANUEL 

Recognizing that we live in a broken world, Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness. As 

members of Emanuel Lutheran Church and children of a loving and merciful God, we 

acknowledge that this reconciliation extends to people of any gender identity, gender expression, 

sexual orientation, age, race, culture, physical or mental ability, economic circumstances, 

relationship status, or any person that has ever experienced pain or oppression. Because members 

of different communities may have been excluded from the Church in the past, we wish to make 

explicit our welcome to all. It is for this purpose that we affirm that ALL people are welcome 

here, just as they are, contributing their individuality to the wholeness of the Body of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

SERVING TODAY 

Presiding Minister .............................................................................................. Pastor Mark Olsen 

Worship Leader ........................................................................................... Vicar Christine Pelfrey 

Assisting Minister ........................................................................................................... John Foote 

Reader ...................................................................................................................... Chet Brodnicki 

Advent Wreath Candle Lighter ................................................................................. Morgan Huntt 

Communion Preparers ............................................................................................. Melanie Sinche 

Director of Music .................................................................................. Jonathan Reuning-Scherer 

 

EMANUEL MUSICIANS 

Rebekka Almond, David Altschuler, Sarah Asmar, Ash De Las Casas, Andy Foreman,  

Trey Hazard, Morgan Huntt, Kathryn Lees, Dan Luddy, Honoka Masuyama, Hannah Maynard, 

Andy Nagle, Kari Olsen, Ayako Ota, Morgan Pope, Joel Reuning-Scherer, Jane Roets,  

Austin Tewksbury, Rachan Vamsi, Anna VanDeBerg, Pastor Nancy Wright  

 

AV TECHNICIANS 

Paul Christianson, David Counterman, Baker Wainscoat 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Given to the glory of God 

 

Though not expected, when it happens, applause is a spontaneous expression of our 

thanksgiving to God for the gifts of music and of musicians that enrich our lives 

and enhance our worship. 

 

Soli deo gloria – Glory to God alone 
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INTRODUCTION 

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the baptizer’s voice in 

the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald 

the coming Christ as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally, all the baptized are called to 

participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus 

and assist all people in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.” 

 

PRELUDE  “Zion Hears the Watchmen Singing” J.S. Bach 

 From Cantata 140 “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme” 

 Honoka Masuyama, marimba 

 Morgan Pope, bassoon 

  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God of mercy, 

C: we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human authority 

alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 

P: God of might, 

C: we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our neighbors.  

We have trusted false promises. 

P: God in our midst, 

C: we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us.  

Bring your mercy to birth in us. 

P: A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have 

forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and 

forgiveness of God through ☩ Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 



4 

 

*GATHERING HYMN  Prepare the Royal Highway  ELW 264  

GREETING  

P:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
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*KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. 

C:  By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

  

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

R:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 

John the Baptist calls all people to prepare the Lord’s way for the kingdom of heaven is 

near. Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. Baptize us with the fire of your 

Spirit, that we may be a light shining in the darkness welcoming others as Christ has 

welcomed us, for he is our light and our salvation. 

Blessed be God forever.  

C:  Amen. 

  

 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verse 4) ELW 257 

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny;  

from depths of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

The children are now dismissed for Sunday School. 
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FIRST READING: MALACHAI 3:1-4 

God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my 

messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s 

people, as silver and gold are refined. 

 
1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek 

will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—

indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and 

who can stand when he appears? 

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 

present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 

be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.  

 

R:  Word of God, Word of Life.     

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11 

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to 

be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes 

a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge. 

 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy in every one of my 

prayers for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 I am 

confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by 

the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold 

me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in 

the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 

with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more 

and more with knowledge and full insight 10 to help you to determine what is best, so that in the 

day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11 having produced the harvest of righteousness 

that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.  

 

R:  Word of God, Word of Life.    

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

  

*GOSPEL: LUKE 3:1-6 

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and 

religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 

 

L:  The holy gospel according to Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 

the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the region 

around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is 

written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight. 

 5 Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth; 

 6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”  

 

L:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON Vicar Christine Pelfrey 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW 260
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

A:      Let us join together in professing our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

C:      I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

            I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

The holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

After each petition 

A: Lord, in your mercy,      

C: receive our prayer.  

 

*PEACE 

P:   The peace of Christ be with you always.  

C:   And also with you. 

We offer each other a sign of God’s peace. 

 

OFFERING MUSIC  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People Claude Goudimel 

 Emanuel Choir 
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PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

We offer our gifts – our time, our talent, and our treasure - to God, 

in thanksgiving for all that God has given us. 

To make your gift online, scan the code using your  

phone’s camera or QR scanner app. 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER  

A: Creator God, 

C: you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to feed us. 

We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with this food 

that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER  

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION     All Are Welcome at the Table! 

P:  God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table. 

This is the Lord’s Table and all are welcome to receive the bread & wine of communion. 

Gluten-free wafers are served by the communion assistant in the middle 

and white grape juice is available in each communion tray, as needed. 

 The ushers will guide you out of your pew down the center aisle to the front of the church. Once 

you receive communion, please return to your seat by the side aisles. If you would like to 

receive communion at your seat, please let an usher know. If, for any reason, you choose not to 

receive the bread and wine, we invite you to come forward for a blessing. 

 

*LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION MUSIC “Mein Freund ist Mein” J.S. Bach 

 From Cantata 140 “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme” 

 Sarah Asmar, soprano 

 Hannah Hickman, soprano saxophone 

 Honoka Masuyama, marimba 

 Morgan Pope, bassoon 

 

Arie - Duett S B (Dialog - Seele, Jesus) 

Mein Freund ist mein, 

  – und ich bin dein, – 

die Liebe soll nichts scheiden. 

Ich will mit dir 

  – du sollst mit mir – 

im Himmels Rosen weiden, 

da Freude die Fülle, da Wonne wird sein. 

Aria - Duet S B (Dialogue - Soul, Jesus)  

My friend is mine, 

  – and I am yours, – 

love will never part us. 

I will with you 

  – you will with me – 

graze among heaven’s roses, 

where complete pleasure and delight will be. 

 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING  

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen. 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A:  Generous God, 

C: we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. 

We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. 

We thank you for showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world. 

Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name. Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

P: God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope for the 

journey, ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN Build Up  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emanuel. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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LIVING OUT OUR DISCIPLESHIP – WAYS TO HELP AND SERVE 

 

The Emanuel Food Pantry serves hundreds of meals each month and helps to 

support our neighbors with basic needs. Thank you to all who have donated to 

help this cause! Your continued support is needed and appreciated.  

For December, we are asking for rice and canned soup. 

 

 

BE PART OF EMANUEL’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP  

There are many ways to serve in worship and all are welcome to volunteer! Please use the 

corresponding QR codes to sign up for a service. For assistance signing up, please contact 

Morgan in the church office. 860-525-0894 | adminassist@emanuelhartford.org 

  

Serve as Assisting Minister 

Coordinator: Maureen Leyes 

(860) 212-5492 

 

 

Assist with Communion 

Coordinator: Valerie McDonald 

valeriexyz@cox.net  

(860) 965-6936 

 

Participate in Music 

Contact Jonathan Reuning-Scherer 

Scan QR for more information 

Read the Lessons 

Contact Lynn Sherman 

lynnsherman480@gmail.com 

(860) 550-0518 

Parishoners of all ages are welcome! 

 

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Host Coffee Hour 

Individuals, ministry teams, or other organizations are invited to sponsor our after-

service coffee hour. Contact Monique Jennings at moniquegray400@gmail.com. 

 

 

Sponsor Altar Flowers in memory or honor of someone. Your donation of $75 will 

cover the cost of the flowers.  

 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawls are available in a basket in the Narthex for anyone to take for 

themselves or to give away. Baby blankets and a larger supply of shawls are 

available in the lounge of the Parish Building. Please be in touch with a member of 

the Prayer Shawl Ministry Team (Bobbee Canfield, Lynne Strecker, and Lynn 

Sherman) with questions. 
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Please remember the following individuals in your prayers. 

† Connor Mansbach 

 

Homebound: Elaine Wilson † Joan Johnson † Anna-Lisa Johnson † Peggy Zachariasen  

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

311 Capitol Avenue 

Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

Office: 860-525-0894 | Emergency: 860-365-9510 

www.emanuelhartford.org | www.facebook.com/emanuelhartford 
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Pastor Mark Olsen 

Senior Pastor—extension 1 

pastorolsen@emanuelhartford.org 

 

Vicar Christine Pelfrey 

Intern—extension 2 

Christine.Pelfrey@emanuelhartford.org 

 

Jonathan Reuning-Scherer 

Director of Music 

Jonathan.rs@emanuelhartford.org 

  

Kate Bozzo 

Operations Manager—extension 4 

Kate.Bozzo@emanuelhartford.org 

 

Naomi Ngoma 

Community Life & Outreach—extension 3 

Naomi.Ngoma@emanuelhartford.org 

Hannah Maynard 

Education Coordinator 

Hannah.Maynard@emanuelhartford.org 

  

Morgan Pope 

Administrative Assistant—extension 5 

adminassist@emanuelhartford.org 

 

Rachel Blank, Natalie Fulmer, and 

Maeghan O’Laughlin 

Nursery Staff 

  

Rachid Chelali 

Sexton 

 

Mazmur Sihite and Iman Quansah 

HIU Interns 2024-2025 


