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WELCOME TO EMANUEL 
 

If you have any questions or need any assistance, please ask an usher. 
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ALL ARE WELCOME AT EMANUEL 

Recognizing that we live in a broken world, Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness. As 

members of Emanuel Lutheran Church and children of a loving and merciful God, we 

acknowledge that this reconciliation extends to people of any gender identity, gender expression, 

sexual orientation, age, race, culture, physical or mental ability, economic circumstances, 

relationship status, or any person that has ever experienced pain or oppression. Because members 

of different communities may have been excluded from the Church in the past, we wish to make 

explicit our welcome to all. It is for this purpose that we affirm that ALL people are welcome 

here, just as they are, contributing their individuality to the wholeness of the Body of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

SERVING TODAY 

Presider ............................................................................................................... Pastor Mark Olsen 

Worship Leader ........................................................................................... Vicar Christine Pelfrey 

Assisting Minister ..................................................................................................... Janice Favreau 

Reader ....................................................................................................................... Loupu Stevens 

Communion Preparers .......................................................................................... Marjorie Johnson 

Director of Music .................................................................................. Jonathan Reuning-Scherer 

 

EMANUEL MUSICIANS 

Sarah Asmar, David Altschuler, Reham Atef, Adam Desmarais, Hillary Ekwall, Andy Foreman, 

Trey Hazard, Linda Helmke, Aron Kiehne, Kathryn Lees, Dan Luddy, Honoka Masuyama, 

Andy Nagle, Kari Olsen, Morgan Pope, Joel Reuning-Scherer, Jane Roets, Austin Tewksbury, 

Rachan Vamsi, Pastor Nancy Wright  

 

AV TECHNICIANS 

Paul Christianson, David Counterman, Baker Wainscoat 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Given to the glory of God 

 

Though not expected, when it happens, applause is a spontaneous expression of our 

thanksgiving to God for the gifts of music and of musicians that enrich our lives 

and enhance our worship. 

 

Soli deo gloria – Glory to God alone 
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INTRODUCTION 

Juneteenth is a holiday that commemorates the end of slavery in the United States. It recalls 

how the states of Louisiana and Texas heard the news that President Abraham Lincoln had 

signed the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863. Slavery continued in those two 

states for more than two years after the proclamation was signed beaus the word had yet to 

travel there. Texas and Louisiana finally got the good news on June 19, 1865. Former slaves 

broke out in spontaneous celebration. These were dangerous times. Even in the face of 

resistance and threat, the formerly enslaved Africans found ways to give voice to the wide range 

of thoughts and emotions at the announcement of the end of legalized slavery in the United 

States of America 

 

PRELUDE Gospel of Grace 

 Hillary Ekwall, soprano 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L: The Sun of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing. Let us gather under the 

wings of God’s mercy. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

L: Gracious God, 

C: we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins—those known to us 

that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen by you. We know that 

before you nothing remains hidden, and in you everything is revealed. Free us from 

the slavery of sin; liberate us from the bondage of guilt; work in us that which is 

pleasing in your sight; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

L: From the house of David, God raised up a mighty Savior. 

C: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 

L: Remembering the covenant, God delivered us from our enemies. 

C: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 

L: Before God we are holy and righteous, free to worship without fear. 

C: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 

L: With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us all our sins. 

Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the light of the Holy Spirit guides 

our feet into the way of peace. 

C: Amen 
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*GATHERING HYMN We Are Marching in the Light of God ELW 866 
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*GREETING  

L:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit, be with you all. 

C:   And also with you. 

 

*A LITANY ADAPTATION OF “LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING1” 

P: Celebration rises, up from the deep places, 

finding voice in the light and air no longer denied. 

C: Lift every voice and sing, sing till earth and heaven ring, 

ring with the harmonies of liberty. 

L: Celebration rises, not blind to the suffering, not blind to the sorrow. 

Celebration comes at a cost. 

C: Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 

felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

yet with a steady beat have not our weary feet 

come to the place for which our parents sighed. 

P: Celebration rises, remembering the way we have come, 

the paths taken that have brought us here now to this place and time of celebration. 

Celebration rises, up and up, full of remembering. 

Remembering the ones led to freedom by Harriet; 

Remembering lives and freedom stolen. 

C: We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 

we have come treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 

out from the gloomy past till now we stand at last where the white gleam 

of our bright star is cast. 

L: Celebration rises, recognizing what has been done and left undone, 

knowing there is still and yet much to do, so much further to go. 

Celebration rises, naming the victories, recognizing the challenges yet ahead. 

Celebration rises on voices offering unfinished praise. 

C: Lest our feet stray from the places, 

our God where we met thee; 

lest our hearts drunk with the wine of the world we forget thee; 

P: Celebration rises, resisting illusions, 

to be embraced by the real and abiding presence of God who breaks our chains, 

and sets us free for freedom, in power and love and joy. 
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C: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears 

thou who hast brought us thus far on our way; 

thou who has by thy might led us into the light, 

keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

L: Celebration rises, with the power of healing wings and promise to endure. 

Celebration rises, celebrating that by God’s grace, 

I am because You are, You are because I am; 

Celebrating that the fullness of my humanity does not diminish yours 

and the fullness of your humanity does not diminish mine. 

C: Shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand, true to our God, 

true to our native land. 

True to who we are, True to who we have been and who we are becoming, 

thanks be to God. 

 

*KYRIE 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Holy and righteous God, you created us in your image. Grant us grace to contend 

fearlessly against evil and to make no peace with oppression. Help us, like those of 

generations before us who resisted the evil of slavery and human bondage in any form 

and any manner of oppression. Help us to use our freedoms to bring justice among people 

and nations everywhere, to the glory of your Holy name through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



7 

 

SANKOFA 

The West African spiritual proverb and teaching reminds us to “Go back and fetch it.” Taking 

hold of our past, our history in such a way that it becomes nourishment and guidance for 

journeying into our future. 

“Always remember, you have within you the strength, the patience, and the passion to reach for 

the stars to change the world. Now I’ve been free, I know what a dreadful condition slavery is. I 

have seen hundreds of escaped slaves, but I never saw one who was willing to go back and be a 

slave.” -Harriet Tubman 

“Liberty is meaningless where the right to utter one’s thoughts and opinions has ceased to exist. 

That, of all rights, is the dread of tyrants. It is the right which they first of all strike down. They 

know its power. Thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers, founded in injustice and 

wrong, are sure to tremble, if men are allowed to reason... Equally clear is the right to hear. To 

suppress free speech is a double wrong. It violates the rights of the hearer as well as those of the 

speaker.” -Frederick Douglass 

 

 

FIRST READING: JOB 38:1-11 

At the end of the book of Job, after Job and his companions have argued about the cause of the 

great suffering Job endures, God finally speaks. These verses begin that speech, which is a 

grand vision of creation, describing God’s ordering of the cosmos and inviting Job to marvel at 

its beauty. 

1The LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 

 2“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 

 3Gird up your loins like a man, 

  I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 

 

 4“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

  Tell me, if you have understanding. 

 5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

  Or who stretched the line upon it? 

 6On what were its bases sunk, 

  or who laid its cornerstone 

 7when the morning stars sang together 

  and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 
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 8“Or who shut in the sea with doors 

  when it burst out from the womb?— 

 9when I made the clouds its garment, 

  and thick darkness its swaddling band, 

 10and prescribed bounds for it, 

  and set bars and doors, 

 11and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 

  and here shall your proud waves be stopped’?” 

R:  Word of God, Word of Life.    

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 6:1-13 

Paul and his fellow workers experience great hardships and even rejection while carrying out 

their missionary work. Nevertheless, Paul continuously proclaims that God has not rejected us 

but is graciously working for our salvation. 

1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2For he 

says, 

 “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

  and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in 

anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have 

commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 

calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, 

knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power 

of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and 

dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as 

unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not 

killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 

and yet possessing everything. 

 11We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. 12There is no 

restriction in our affections, but only in yours. 13In return—I speak as to children—open wide 

your hearts also. 

R:  Word of God, Word of Life.    

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Hallelujah ELW 171 

 

*GOSPEL: MARK 4:35-41 

Jesus’ calming of the storm on the sea reveals his power over evil, since the sea represents evil 

and chaos. The boat on the sea is a symbol of the church and invites us to trust God amid life’s 

turbulence. 

P:  The holy gospel according to Mark. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

35When evening had come, [Jesus said to the disciples,] “Let us go across to the other 

side.” 36And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. 

Other boats were with him. 37A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that 

the boat was already being swamped. 38But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they 

woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 39He woke up 

and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there 

was a dead calm. 40He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41And they 

were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the 

sea obey him?” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Mark Olsen 

 

SERMON Pastor Mark Olsen 

 

 

 

   



10 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY Goodness is Stronger Than Evil ELW 721 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

A: Let us join together in professing our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

The holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

After each petition 

A: Merciful God,   

C: receive our prayer.  

 

*PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

We offer each other a sign of God’s peace. 

 

OFFERING MUSIC  Take Me to the Water 

 Emanuel Treble Choir  

 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS   

We offer our gifts – our time, our talent, and our treasure - to God,   

in thanksgiving for all that God has given us.  

To make your gift online, scan this code using your 

 phone’s camera or QR scanner app. 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Jesus, Bread of life, 

C: you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. 

Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 

Amen. 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you.       

P:  Lift up your hearts.       

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

C:  And also with you. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

C:  It is right to give  our thanks and praise.   

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy … and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

you have brought us this far along the way. 

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 

but guided us into the path of love and light. 

In every age you sent prophets 

to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
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The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 

our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 

to preach good news to the afflicted, 

to break bread with the outcast and despised, 

and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C:  Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.  

P: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 

we await the day when Jesus shall return 

to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. 

C: Amen. 

P: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 

with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 

C: Amen.  

P: Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 

that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 

we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 



14 

 

*LORD'S PRAYER  

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION     All Are Welcome at the Table! 

P:  Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 

This is the Lord’s Table and all are welcome to receive the bread & wine of communion. 

Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available as needed. 

The ushers will guide you out of your pew down the center aisle to the front of the church. Once 

you receive communion, please return to your seat by the side aisles. If you would like to 

receive communion at your seat, please let an usher know. If, for any reason, you choose not to 

receive the bread and wine, we invite you to come forward for a blessing. 

*LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION MUSIC Go Down, Moses 

 Emanuel Choir 

 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING  

P: The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen. 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A:  Jesus, Bread of life, 

C: we have received from your table 

more than we could ever ask. 

As you have nourished us in this meal, 

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 

In your name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

*A SENDING/CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE 

P: “Go out into the world in peace; have courage; 

hold onto what is good; return no one evil for evil; 

strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, 

and help the suffering; honor all people; 

love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

*BLESSING   

P: The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

*SENDING HYMN  printed on the following page 
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SENDING HYMN Freedom is Coming TFF 46 
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*DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. C: Thanks be to God.  
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LIVING OUT OUR DISCIPLESHIP – WAYS TO HELP AND SERVE 

 

Food Pantry  

The Food Pantry continues to serve hundreds of meals each month and helps to support our 

neighbors with basic needs. Thank you to all who have donated to help this cause! Your 

continued support is needed and appreciated. For June, we are asking for condiments, deodorant 

(Arm & Hammer brand preferred), toothpaste, and body soap (Irish Spring preferred). 

 

Coffee Hour 

If you, your ministry team, or another organization would like to sponsor our 

after-service coffee hour, please sign-up by scanning this QR code with the 

camera on your phone.  

 

Prayer Shawls are available for anyone to take for themselves or give to a friend or family 

member. A basket with shawls is in the Narthex and a larger supply is in the lounge in the Parish 

Building.  Please take a shawl and write your name on the list provided so we can keep track of 

the number of shawls that are given. In addition, we have baby blankets for any newborn that 

you may know. They are in the lounge in the Parish Building. If you need help, the Prayer 

Shawl Committee can help - Bobbee Canfield, Lynne Strecker, and Lynn Sherman. 

 

Be Part of Emanuel’s Worship Leadership! 

Have you ever thought of serving as an Assisting Minister, lector, acolyte, usher, choir member 

or musician, communion assistant, altar guild, or greeter?  If you are interested in any of these 

ministries, let Maureen Leyes know (except for choir and musicians—let Jonathan know) - and 

she’ll connect you with the people that handle the scheduling.  Information on becoming a 

lector is shared below.  

  

Readers Needed  

Parishioners of all ages are invited to read the weekly Bible lessons. If you are interested, please 

email Lynn Sherman at lynnsherman480@gmail.com or call her cell phone: (860) 550-0518. 

 

Altar Flowers 

Each Sunday we are blessed to have beautiful flowers in the sanctuary. You can 

sponsor these flowers by accessing the Sign-Up Genius with this QR code or by 

calling the church office at 860-525-0894. You can give the flowers in memory 

of a loved one or in honor of someone. You might want to mark a special 

birthday or anniversary or even give thanks for one of our ministry teams that is 

special to you. Your donation of $75 will cover the cost of the flowers.  
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Please remember the following individuals in your prayers. 

Carol Johnson † Karin Gottier † Bert Johnson † Betsyann Carter †  

Anne Louise Swanson† Lee Sherman † Jennings-Marzett Family † 

 Mckenna Jobes † Brooklyn King † Elaine Wilson † Vito Vitrano †  

Monique Jennings † Rae Ann Gremel† Harris Kannah  

 

Homebound:   Ellie Olson † Elaine Wilson † Joan Johnson  

† Anna-Lisa Johnson † Peggy Zachariasen 

 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

311 Capitol Avenue 

Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

Office: 860-525-0894 | Emergency: 860-365-9510 

www.emanuelhartford.org | www.facebook.com/emanuelhartford 
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Pastor Mark Olsen 

Senior Pastor—extension 1 

pastorolsen@emanuelhartford.org 

 

Vicar Christine Pelfrey 

Intern—extension 2 

Christine.Pelfrey@emanuelhartford.org 

 

Jonathan Reuning-Scherer 

Director of Music 

Jonathan.rs@emanuelhartford.org 

  

Kate Bozzo 

Operations Manager—extension 4 

Kate.Bozzo@emanuelhartford.org 

Naomi Ngoma 

Community Life & Outreach—extension 3 

Naomi.Ngoma@emanuelhartford.org 

 

Hannah Maynard 

Education Coordinator 

Hannah.Maynard@emanuelhartford.org 

  

Morgan Pope 

Administrative Assistant—extension 5 

adminassist@emanuelhartford.org 

  

Rachid Chelali 

Sexton 

  

  


