God With Us

L U T H E R A N

C H U R C H

The Newsletter of Emanuel Lutheran Church in Hartfor d

Deacon Natalie Bloomquist Brings Us God’s Word!

SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER
Worship Services move back to the Sanctuary & Chapel on September 17th.
Sunday, September 3

ONE SERVICE SUNDAY (Luther Hall)
9:45
Special Hymn Sing
10:00 Worship Service
11:00 Special Sweet & Savory Fellowship!

Matthew 16:21-28

Sunday, September 10

8 a.m. & 10 a.m.

Matthew 18:15-20

Sunday, September 17

ONE SERVICE SUNDAY (Sanctuary)
Celebratory Worship, Dedication, & Celebration of Accessibility Project
Sunday School Open House

Sunday, September 24

ONE SERVICE SUNDAY (Sanctuary)
Call Vote & Special Congregational Meeting

No Sunday School

(Luther Hall)

Matthew 20:1-16

No Sunday School
September 2017

CELEBRATING 128 YEARS IN HARTFORD - 1889-2017
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Emanuel Lutheran Church Staff

Emanuel Lutheran Church
311 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, Connecticut 06106
860-525-0894

www.emanuelhartford.org
Connect with us
on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
emanuelhartford

Office: 860-525-0894
Maria J. Hammons
Interim Pastor

x2

pastormhammons@gmail.com

Jonathan Reuning-Scherer
Director of Music
jonathan.rs@emanuelhartford.org

Jane Wunder
Operations Manager

x5

jane.wunder@emanuelhartford.org

John Franzis
Church Secretary
(begins on staff on September 18)

Rachid Chelali, Sexton

Please send any input or
announcements for the
God with Us newsletter
to Pastor Maria by the
17th of the month at

If you have a pastoral emergency
after hours or on a weekend,
please call 860-300-0019, and the
Pastor will return your call as soon
as your call as soon as possible.
Please be sure to keep the
Church office updated with
your current email address.

pastormhammons@gmail.com

GOD WITH US (USPS 174-740)
is published monthly by Emanuel
Lutheran Church, 311 Capitol Ave.,
Hartford, CT 06106. Periodicals
postage paid at Hartford, CT.
Postmaster: send address changes
to God With Us, 311 Capitol Ave.,
Hartford, CT 06106

Meet John Franzis - our new
Church Secretary! He may look
familiar! John starts on Sept 18.
Welcome to Staff, John!
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From the
DEACON…

And I am so glad I made that decision to join!
Emanuel, you have been a great blessing in my life
and in my ministry. In a way, you gave me my
family, and I trust you will support and take good
care of them while I explore and discern where God
is taking me next. Gary, Linnea, and Hannah are
lifelong members and will continue to be a part of
the Emanuel community.

I’m surprised to find that the memories of my drive
from Indiana to Connecticut in the summer of 1983
are still quite fresh. After college graduation, and
some time at home with family, I got into my little
Pontiac J2000 and headed east to begin my new life
working in the International Department of Travelers
Insurance. I didn’t have much to pack, but there was
one important piece of paper that my dad had tucked
into one of my boxes. I’m sure it wasn’t easy for my
parents to send me off on a solo 1,000 mile driving
trip to live in a part of the country so different from
where I had grown up, but they knew to place their
concern in God’s hands – and to make sure I packed
the list they had typed of the names and addresses
of the Lutheran churches in the Hartford area.

I will be taking all I have learned from you as I move
into God’s future for me. To share in the faith growth
of Emanuel’s children, youth, and families over these
sixteen years as your Deacon has been one of the
deep joys of my life. And I trust that as you transition
into God’s future for you, God will continue to bless
you with gifts and love that enable you to go out and
make a difference in God’s world.
Please remember that although I will miss serving
with you at Emanuel, I am ready to take some time
to rest. Sometimes when we’re too busy doing
what we’ve always done, we can’t hear God’s
encouragement to slow down and listen. I am eager
to learn more about how God wants me to serve in
this next stage of my ministry journey.

I found myself joining Emanuel in December. It’s a
bit of a mystery as to why I decided to join. I hadn’t
felt very comfortable. I remember telling my parents
that no one spoke to me, the pastor never called me,
and the diversity I had been hoping for was nonexistent. They were a bunch of Swedes!

I truly believe God has guided and nurtured Emanuel
through the transition process and that God will be
holding you close as you soon discern a Call to your
new pastor. As you’ve heard me say before, my life’s
experiences, my training, and my heart have shown
me that change is not only life-giving but also lifeaffirming. God has granted Emanuel life and God
will continue to bless Emanuel as it proclaims the
Good News of Jesus Christ and goes out into the
world to do God’s work.

It was on the day I became a member that I first met
Gary. He was the usher handing out carnations to all
the new members, so that “old” members would
know to welcome them during coffee hour. I later
found out that was Gary’s first Sunday back after a
six-month assignment at the Port St. Lucie power
plant in Florida. We married in 1985 and have been
blessed to raise two precious daughters at Emanuel.
As the years went on, the sense of call to ministry
that I first experienced during my freshman year of
college began to stir. In September 2001, I entered
candidacy in the ELCA for the Roster of Ministry of
Word and Service, was hired as Emanuel’s Director
of Christian Education, and began my two-night
weekly commute to the Lutheran Theological
Seminary at Philadelphia. After graduation and
Approval for candidacy within the ELCA, Emanuel
extended an official Call for me to serve with the
people of Emanuel.

Thank you for your love and support over all these
years. With joyful gratitude, I take my leave.
Yours in Christ,
Deacon Natalie

Always remember … Jesus loves you!
Mark your Calendars
Call Vote Weekend Events

Perhaps my decision to join Emanuel back in 1983
isn’t such a mystery after all. I don’t know if this was
God’s plan, but I do know that God always works
for good. My parents knew that. After raising me the
best way they knew how, they let me go making sure
I remembered the most important thing they ever
taught me: Jesus loves you. They didn’t just hope
I would become involved in a faith community, they
encouraged, supported and - maybe - slightly cajoled
me into visiting churches that summer.
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Saturday, Sept. 23

Social gathering to meet
the Pastoral Candidate

Sunday, Sept. 24

One Worship at 10 a.m.
Pastoral Candidate Preaches
Followed by Special
Congregational Meeting
for discussion & vote on the
Candidate & financial Package

Please remember the following individuals in your prayers.
For those who are struggling with illness or other challenges:
Carol Johnson † Joan Feldmann † Doris Barron † Kathryn LaPointe
Elaine Wilson † Judy Johnson † Barbara Blakeslee † Pr. Holger Lundin, Ret.
Beverly Swanson † Emerrene Bailey † Pamela Vigil † Eliana † Tatiana
Ron Rounds † Al Behr † Lauren & Steve Belschner † Eric Hammons
For those who are grieving…
The family & friends of the Reverend George Weslow.
For those who lost loved ones, homes, and jobs due to Hurricane Harvey.
The family & friends of Heather Heyer, victim of the violence in Charlottesville,
and the police officers who died in the helicopter crash while doing crowd control.
If you would like to add or remove a name from our congregational prayer list,
please let the Church Office know, or fill out a blue form on the back usher’s table.

In Memoriam

There are always handmade prayer
shawls available for anyone in need
of this symbol of love and caring.

May the comfort and hope
of the resurrection be with
the family & friends of
Pastor George Meslow
and all of the
saints of Emanuel.

Please speak to Lynn Sherman,
Eileen Mitchell, or Jane Wunder in
the church office.

Emanuel Altar Flowers — $45.00
Please use the form below for a flower donation and place it in
the offering plate or mail it to the church office. Thank you.
Today’s Date: __________________________________

InInHonor/Memory
Honor/Memoryof:
of:______________________________
______________________________

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Given
Givenby:
by: ______________________________________
______________________________________

Date for Flowers: ________________________________

Phone
Phone Number:
Number: _________________________________
_________________________________
Questions?
Questions?Call
Call the
theChurch
ChurchOffice
Office860-525-0894
860-525-0894
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Would you like
to help with
Sunday Worship?
Please contact the ministry coordinators below:
Greeters:

A Sweet & Savory
Fellowship!

Eileen Mitchell
860-688-4867
or gemitch@comcast.net

Lectors:
Ushers:
Asst Ministers
Sound System:

Lynn Sherman
Jim Ashwell
Janice Favreau
Mal Doyle

860-523-1702
860-667-0264
860-978-1681
860-561-1582

So we’ve had pies… we’ve had cakes… so now it’s
chefs choice! Do you prefer SWEET… or SAVORY?
We’ll have one more special summer fellowship
time on Sunday of Labor Day weekend (Sept. 3).
And you choose what to bring to share … sweet
(cookies, pastries, etc.) … OR ... savory (cheeses,
quiche, finger food)! Whatever you like to make …
we’ll be happy to taste!
If you’re planning to bring something to share
with your Emanuel friends, just call the Church
Office & leave a message for Pastor Maria (ext. 2),
or email her at pastormhammons@gmail.com. We
just want to be sure to have enough for everyone!

Worship Ministry ~ Serving This Month
Acolytes (A) & Crucifers (C)
September 17

(A) Andre Carreon
(C) Mebret Farquhar

September 24

(A) Gavin Emmons
(C) Sam Johnson

Assisting Ministers
September 3
September 10
September 17
September 24

All are welcome! Come join the fun!

Mal Doyle
Brook Nowak
Janice Favreau
Alan Meeds

Worship Services move to the Sanctuary on Sept. 17.
Chapel Services begin again on October 1, at 8 a.m.

Communion Preparers
September 3
Eileen Mitchell
September 10
Val & Craig McDonald
September 17
Jeannette Urband
September 24
Ellen Anderson
Greeters
September 3
September 10
September 17
September 24

To our "able-bodied"
Emanuel friends...
Thank you for parking in
the State lot on Sundays,
so those who have trouble
walking a distance can park
in our easy access spaces
behind the Church building.

The Fulmer family
Roland & Judy Johnson
Carol & Brad Dennler
Gary & Diane Troutman

We greatly appreciate your thoughtfulness.

Lectors
8:00 a.m.
September 3
September 10
September 17
September 24
10:00 a.m.
September 3
September 10
September 17
September 24

One Service Sunday; no 8 a.m.

Kathy Haller
One Service Sunday; no 8 a.m.
One Service Sunday; no 8 a.m.

Watch for an invitation from Jeff Potter and Patti
Farquhar to a pizza party for Confirmation families
in September.
On Wednesday, October 11, at 7 p.m., confirmands
& their parents are invited to a Confirmation “kickoff” with Pastor Maria. We’ll talk about “Who is
Martin Luther & why do we care?”. We may even
watch a movie!

Janice Favreau
Marjorie Johnson
Doug Larson
Lee Sherman
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COUNCIL NEWS
2017 COUNCIL MEMBERS

Email Address

BRODNICKI, CHET, President
Home: 860-236-3050

chetglenna@comcast.net

HOLLERTZ, MARK, Vice President

mark.hollertz@virtus.com

CANFIELD, BOBBEE, Treasurer

bobbeecanfield@comcast.net

OLSON, MINDY, Secretary

olson.mindy@gmail.com

FLANDERS, JAMES, Exec.., At Large

jimflanders04@gmail.com

ARCAND, KAREN

karenarcand5@gmail.com

BLOOMQUIST, LINNEA

linnea.bloomquist@gmail.com

CARLSON, ERIC

carlsonericsven@gmail.com

ELWELL, TIM

tim.m.elwell@gmail.com

FULMER, JACOB

fulmerfred@gmail.com

JOHNSON, MELISSA

mjohnson529@hotmail.com

MURPHY, PETER

pjmurphy27@yahoo.com

PARMELEE, SARAH

sarahparmelee@gmail.com

PEDADA, DEEPAK

Deepak.Pedada@gmail.com

TROUTMAN, GARY

trouty13@juno.com

Emanuel’s Council meets
on the 4th Tuesday of most
months, in Luther Hall, at
7 p.m. Parishioners are
welcome to attend regular
meetings of the Council.
If you would like to come
to address the Council on
a particular matter, please
contact Council President
Chet Brodnicki.
860-236-3050
chetglenna@comcast.net
Please note:
The September Council
meeting will be held
on Tuesday, the 19th,
at 7 p.m. in Luther Hall.

Council Highlights
Council Meeting - July 2017
The July Council meeting was
a special executive session
regarding personnel decisions,
so there is nothing to report
this month.

FRIDAY NIGHT BASKETBALL
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Upon completion of the Accessibility Project we are excited to reopen our Friday
Night Basketball program. Developed by Judy Johnson this has been, and can
continue to be, an important ministry to those in Emanuel’s neighborhood.
However, it really requires lots of volunteers help to ensure its continuance.
That’s why we are asking for volunteers to help with the program on Fridays.
There are two time slots for which we need volunteers. One is 3:30 to 6:00 PM and
one is 6:00 to 9:00 PM. The help that is needed is for registering the youth as they arrive, distributing
snacks to the participants and being vigilant that the youth stay involved in the gym. Your help is greatly
needed to maintain this outreach ministry.
If you can help, please email me, Chet Brodnicki, at chetglenna@comcast.net. We are hoping to get
the program restarted on Friday, October 6th. Please let me know whether either time works for you
or whether you would prefer the early or late time slot. Thanks.

6

Sunday School News

My final Sunday School article for God With Us…. Please do not misinterpret
my meaning when I say that I write with joy and gratitude! I can’t help but be
joyful and grateful as Emanuel approaches the beginning of another year of
nurturing children’s relationships with Jesus.
Emanuel, I hope you are grateful for the little theologians in your midst.
Their hearts trust Jesus, but their minds are constantly wondering, asking
questions, and wanting to understand more about God.

I hope you are grateful because:
• you learn so much from the children;
• you have an incredible group of teachers who are passionate about growing disciples who share God’s love;
• the children and teachers can easily make their way to the Sunday School rooms after the Children’s
Message and back to worship now that the accessibility construction is complete;
• Jeff Potter has begun his ministry as Coordinator of Sunday School.
• It’s almost time to begin a new year of Sunday School in the freshly remodeled and completely accessible
Parish Building. If the remaining construction tasks stay on target, the schedule will be:
September 17 - Sunday School Open House
After worship (no classes yet), there will be a reveal & celebration of the completion of the Parish Building
accessibility project. After a blessing and prayer, the doors will be open for tours. During this time, teachers
and aides will be in the classrooms to welcome children & families for an Open House.
September 24 – Call Vote for Emanuel’s new pastor
There will be no Sunday School this day. It is important that all teachers, aides, and families, including the
children, to have the opportunity to hear the candidate preach and preside.
October 1 - First day of Sunday School
• During worship, Preschoolers will receive their Prayer Pillows, and 3rd Graders will receive their Bibles.
• This past year we experimented with having the children return to worship in time to commune with their
families and remain in worship instead of returning to class. At our summer meeting the teachers chose to
continue to do this again this year. They had appreciated being able to commune with their families and be a
part of the faith community at the end of worship, instead of feeling isolated next door while waiting for the
children to be picked up by their parents. Especially with a new pastor starting this Fall, they hoped to be with
everyone at the end of worship and not miss out on fellowship during coffee hour.
Over the last two years the children have benefited in so many ways by remaining in worship every 4-6 weeks.
They will continue to do so this year so they can experience all ages sharing together in cross-generational faith
formation and to have more opportunities to get to know their new pastor.
I am grateful that, as my time at Emanuel has ended, there is a faithful and gifted group of teachers serving in
children’s educational ministry.
Preschool – Kindergarten:
Elizabeth Kieschnick and Jim Flanders, Emily Tenison
Grades 1 and 2:
Natalie Fulmer, Jen and Olivia Jarvis
Grades 3 and 4:
Shannon Graulich, Deepak Pedada
Grade 5:
Linnea Bloomquist, Katie Protulis
If you have not returned the Covenant for Continuing Partnership in Faith Education that was emailed last
month, please do so as soon as possible. This gives vital information to the teachers and helps them provide a
comfortable & safe environment for your children. The updated parental permission is required each year to
comply with Emanuel’s Safe Church Policy. Return the form to the church by mail or email Jeff Potter at
jeff@emanuelhartford.org.
A reminder about Sunday School offering envelopes.
Last year we did not provide offering envelopes for the children. The cost to purchase the envelopes was higher
than the offering collected, and we were concerned about envelopes going to waste. The children will return to
worship during the offering and can participate in the stewardship of God’s gifts. There are leftover boxes in
the church office if you would like some, or your child may like to recycle envelopes around the house.
With joy & gratitude I hold you in prayer as Emanuel moves into God’s future & the children continue to grow
in faith and love.
Deacon Natalie
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Meet Emanuel’s Pastoral Call Committee
Lee Sherman, Chairperson
Linnea Bloomquist - Council Representative
Matthew Graulich - Youth Representative
RaeAnn Gremel
David Kierznowski
Elizabeth Kieschnick
Mike Nowak
Deepak Pedada

Transition Times update … Now What?
As of this writing, both the Call Committee and the Council have approved the Pastoral Candidate, and
will be forwarding the individual to the congregation for approval! This is exciting news!
 A financial package is now being negotiated by the Executive Committee with the candidate, and with the
review/approval of the Bishop.
 A special social time will be held on Saturday, September 23rd, so that parishioners will have a chance
to come and meet the candidate in a casual, social setting. **
 A special congregational meeting is then scheduled for Sunday, September 24. On that morning, Emanuel
parishioners will have the opportunity to hear the candidate preach and preside. Associate of the Bishop,
Pastor Paul Sinnott, will be present to lead the meeting. **


** NOTE: Watch for a letter from Council providing additional details about this important weekend.
After worship, the candidate will be asked to wait elsewhere, while Pastor Sinnott leads the meeting.
They will invite questions and discussion, after which a vote is taken for the congregation to decide
whether or not to call the candidate as Emanuel’s new pastor, and to approve the financial package.
 Once the votes are completed and (if) the candidate is approved, Emanuel’s newly-called Pastor is invited
back to the sanctuary and enthusiastically welcomed by the congregation.
 A start date is set with the new Pastor. If needed, the Synod Staff will help arrange for Supply Pastors
for Sunday coverage until the Pastor begins.
 On the Pastor’s first Sunday, they and their family are warmly welcomed at worship, and a celebration
is held!


And Emanuel’s faithful journey continues!

I know not the way God leads me,
but well do I know my guide.
Martin Luther
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Crafters’
Corner
Tuesday Crafters
meet at the home of
Judy Johnson at 10:00 a.m.
Call Judy at 8609533064 or
email rjmets@sbcglobal.net.
Thursday Craft Group
Meets 10 am–2 pm; bring your
lunch, at the home of Ramona
Pergande. For info/directions,
call Ramona at 860-646-6954.
(Guys, you’re invited too!)
More help is needed for:
Sketching Painting Sealing
Sanding
Decorating
The FAIR IS ALMOST HERE!
It would be wonderful if you
invited your family, friends and
neighbors to come and see the
new elevator and the new space
for the FAIR. The FAIR's success
depends on good publicity and
participation from our
congregation. Thank you in
advance for supporting the event.
There is still work to be done
with the crafts. Many new items
will be available to sell (we
are having lots of fun). My
granddaughter, Ava, has made
some cute ornament hats for us
and has made buns out of clay
for the baker boy trays. Abby
is knitting sweaters. Karen is
making some scarfs and surprises.
Elaine is drilling holes. Judy is
still cutting wood! Everyone
gets involved! Hands are needed
for a varsity of tasks. Come on
Tuesdays or set up/take down.
WANTED!
IMMEDIATE OPENING
PUBLICITY PERSON
FOR CRAFT FAIR

The 2017-2018 schedule for
SPROUT is now available.
Every volunteer should have
received an email with the
calendar, schedule, contact
information and guidelines.
If you have signed up to help
and have not received your
schedule, email Terri Dwyer
at terri.dwyer@comcast.net
or call her at (860)214-1505.
We look forward to an exciting
year number 5 with out kickoff
start date of October 7th.
Remember to
bring in your
donations for
the MANNA
Food Pantry!
Look for the
collection box in Luther Hall.
Food pantry needs for September:
jelly, boxed cereal, low sodium
soups or canned vegetables, as
well as toiletry/household items
like toothpaste, soap, detergent,
etc. Pet food is always needed too.

Dear Pastor Maria &
Emanuel Church Community,
I’m grateful for church members
who prayed for me & sent cards
during my illness. Our God and
your prayers helped pull me
through this rough patch.
Blessings and prayers for my
doctors to help them do their
good work. Although I’m not at
100%, I’m improving & getting
stronger each day.
Thank you for the beautiful teal
prayer shawl (my favorite color),
and the flowers from the altar
which were so beautiful. In fact,
the nurses and doctors remarked
“what a beautiful arrangement.”
Just looking at them from my bed
made me feel so much better.
Last but not least, a special thank
you to Pastor Maria for coming
to see me in the hospital, what a
joyous lift you gave me.
Again, I’m grateful for all of these
wonderful things, and my family
thanks everyone as well.
Blessings to all!
Carol S. Johsnon

Listed for those who are:
- 80 & older
- Married for 50 years or more
Special Emanuel Birthdays
4
Brad Dennler
8
Elaine Wilson
16
Marion Erickson
30
Donald Hoffman
Special Emanuel Anniversaries
7
Judy & Roland Johnson
12
Barbara & Russ Bjorklund
Karin & Nelson Gottier
9

***************

Dear Emanuel,
Thank you so much for the
lovely flowers I received on
my 90th birthday. It was so
nice to be remembered.
Sincerely,
Martha (Ekwall)

SEPTEMBER HARDHAT ZONE
Accessibility: The new Otis elevator awaits inspection and
approval by the State Elevator Inspector. Once the elevator
license is in hand, we will then be able to call for the building
inspection to obtain our “certificate of occupancy,” after
which we can officially begin to use our new spaces.
Punchlist walkthroughs (to identify any problems or details
that need contractor attention) are being done and work orders
issued for remaining work. A few items remain incomplete
(glass canopy, chapel door, automatic door hardware) as the
contractors await material delivery. New floors in the Luther
Hall rear stairwell, Sunday School corridor and main corridor
are in progress. The parking lot has been repaved and striped,
and landscaping plans and costs are being reviewed.

Join us on September 17 for a
celebration and tours of the new spaces!
Parish Building Office Doors
In August, the original 60-year-old parish building doors, off
the memorial garden courtyard, were replaced. This project had
been planned as part of the 2017 Capital Plan. The old doors
were deteriorated, difficult to operate, and did not close securely.

Thanks to our Property Team & helpers for all you do!
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Sunday

Monday

Worship Services will
move back into the
Chapel & Sanctuary on
Sunday,
September 17

3

9:45 Hymn Sing
10:00 Worship
11 Sweet & Savory
Fellowship!
10

Labor Day
Holiday
Office
closed.

Worship Services
at 8 a.m. & 10 a.m.
in Luther Hall

18

10 a.m.
Celebration of
Accessibility Project Dedication, Tours,
& Brunch

6

7

10 a.m.
Crafters meet at
home of
Judy Johnson

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8

9

10 a.m. Craft
Painters meet
at Pergandes

12

13

14

10 a.m.
Crafters meet at
home of
Judy Johnson

11 a.m. Staff

10 a.m. Craft
Painters meet
at Pergandes

19

20

21

11 a.m. Staff

10 a.m. Craft
Painters meet
at Pergandes

7 p.m. Council
(special date)
25

ONE SERVICE
SUNDAY at 10 a.m.
CALL VOTE
&
SPECIAL
CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING!

5

10 a.m.
Crafters meet at
home of
Judy Johnson

ONE SERVICE SUNDAY

24

Thursday

+ Please note: Worship Services are at
8 & 10 a.m. unless otherwise noted.
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17 Worship moves to
to Chapel & Sanctuary

Wednesday

September 2017

4
ONE SERVICE
SUNDAY at 10 a.m.

Tuesday

26

Pastor Maria
vacation

16

Deadline
for God
With Us
articles.

22

28

10 a.m.
Crafters meet at
home of
Judy Johnson
Pastor Maria
vacation

15

Pastor Maria
vacation

27

2:00 p.m.
Memorial
Service
Diane Roule

23

Social event
to meet the
Pastoral
Candidate
Pastor Maria
vacation

29

Pastor Maria
vacation

30

10 a.m. Craft
Painters meet
at Pergandes

Pastor Maria
vacation

Pastor Maria
vacation

Pastor Maria
vacation

Pastor Maria
vacation

SAVE THESE SEPTEMBER DATES!
17

Celebratory Worship, Dedication, Tours & Brunch! Completion of Accessibility Project!

23 & 24

Call Vote weekend!

(A letter with more details will be sent to all parishioners.)
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