
 

 

  G o d  W i t h  U s 
 T h e  N e w sl e t t e r  o f  E m a n u el  L u t h e r an  C h u r c h  i n  H a r t f o r d  

 

Invite and email your 

friends, neighbors and  

relatives! 

The Connecticut 

Valley Symphony 

Orchestra will  

present a Children’s 

Concert at 11:00 a.m. 

- 12:00 noon in the 

Sanctuary on this day. 

The performance 

includes Saint-Saens 

"Carnival of the 

Animals." There will 

be an Instrument 

Petting Zoo at 10:30 

a.m. in the Narthex. 

Free-will offering - 

come and enjoy some 

great music!  (Please 

see page 19.) 

Saturday, October 29, 2016, 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

At Emanuel, Luther Hall 

 

 

T H E  A N N U A L  

H A R V E S T  H O L L Y  

C R A F T  F A I R  
 

Please join us on this day 

when Luther Hall will be  

a winter wonderland 

complete with cookies, 

ornaments and many 

more surprises. Come 

early. This is a huge event 

with many visitors coming 

to Emanuel. The Coffee 

Shop has coffee, buns, 

sandwiches and soup. All 

are welcome to visit, look 

around and sit with a cup 

of coffee. Enjoy Emanuel’s 

hand painted items. It’s  

a fun day!  (Please  

see page 7.) 
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Coffee/Buns, Swedish Sandwiches and Soup Served ⚫   Baked Goods   ⚫   Attic Treasures   

 Jewelry  ⚫  Hand Made Fabric, Knitted and Painted Items  ⚫  “Cookie Walk” 

A Christmas Wonderland  ⚫  Craft Supply Sale  ⚫  Something for Everyone!     

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  
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www.emanuelhartford.org 

 

Connect with us on Facebook!  
Please visit http://

www.emanuelhartford.org/  
and click on Facebook, 
OR visit https://
www.facebook.com/
emanuelhartford 
 
 

 

The Mission of  
Emanuel Lutheran Church 
In response to Christ’s love we: 

Worship God in joyful celebration, 
Invite others into this community of Christ, 
Serve those in need in the community and  
in the world, 
Nurture all people in faith through  
Christian education, 
Encourage and support one another  
in Christian living and fellowship. 

 

GOD WITH US (USPS 174-740)  
is published monthly by Emanuel Lutheran 
Church, 311 Capitol Ave., Hartford, CT  
06106-1410.  Periodicals postage  
paid at Hartford, CT.  Postmaster: send 
address changes to God With Us, 311 
Capitol Ave., Hartford, CT 06106 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Emanuel Lutheran Church Staff 
Telephone:  860-525-0894      
FAX:  860-246-3720 
Maria J. Hammons  
Interim Pastor 
pastormhammons@gmail.com 
John J. Marschhausen 
Visitation Pastor: (860-402-8734) 
therevjm@me.com 
Natalie Bloomquist, A.I.M., 
Director of Christian Education 
Natalie.Bloomquist 
@emanuelhartford.org 
Jonathan Reuning-Scherer,  
Director of Music 
jonathan.rs@emanuelhartford.org  
Jane Wunder, Operations Manager 
jane.wunder@emanuelhartford.org 
Karen Rudewicz,  
Administrative Assistant 

office@emanuelhartford.org 
Rachid Chelali, Sexton 
 

If you are calling after hours or on a 
weekend and have a pastoral  
emergency, please call:  860-300-0019, 
and a Pastor will return your call as 
soon as possible.   
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October 2, 9, 16 and 30 
8:00 a.m. in the Chapel and  
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

(Please note: Until construction begins,  
the 8:00 a.m. Worship Service  

will be held in the Chapel) 
 

October 23 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

(No 8:00 a.m. service) 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
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From the Pastor… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
          Church Membership. . . 
         A Biblical Point of View 
 
As I prepare to work with Council on “cleaning up the 
congregational rolls”. . .I’ve spent alot of time thinking 
about what it really means to be a church “member.” This 
isn’t the first time I’ve considered this topic, nor - I’m sure 
- will it be the last. You see, church “membership” is 
actually a topic for which many people have many 
different opinions.   
 

There are some who would say that local church 
membership is not something you find in the Bible. They 
would quote Romans 12:5, “so we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually, we are members one 
of another.”  To many this describes the Church with a 
capital “C” - or what we might call the “global Church”. 
No matter what “brand” of Christian we claim, we are all 
part of  the Body of Christ on earth - the “big C” Church.   
 

What many people see is a pattern of “house churches” 
throughout the period of the Apostles. In particular we 
see this in the writings of the Apostle Paul. Some claim 
that there was no formal membership in a local church at 
that time, but there may be some evidence that the early 
Christians had some idea of membership in these “house 
churches.” 
 

In Paul’s letter to Philemon, he writes regarding   
a former servant of Philemon’s named Onesimus. Paul is 
doing everything he can to have Onesimus accepted back 
into the “house church;” including  reminding Philemon 
how much he owes Paul. . . 
  
If he (Onesimus) has wronged you in any way,  
or owes you anything, charge that to my account.  
I, Paul. . .will repay it. I say nothing about your owing  
me even your own self. (Philemon 1:18-19) 
 

So – it seems that there is at least some sort of protocol 
for belonging to a local church, even a  first century 
“house church.”   
 
 
 

According to the book The Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2:42-
47), church activities included the following practices - 
believers met with the apostles daily for teaching, 
fellowship, breaking bread, and for prayer. So if you were 
a Christian in the early church, you were instructed daily          
by someone who could teach you with some theological 
authority.  
 

We also see other expectations of those who believed 
and “belonged” to these early church communities: 
 

1. believers sold their possessions; 
2. they distributed the proceeds to all. . .“to any 

who had need;” 
3. they spent time together in worship; 
4. they broke bread at home, and they ate with glad 

and generous hearts; 
5. they praised God, and  
6. they kept in mind the good will of all people. 

 

The word Ekklesia - the original Greek word which we 
translate as “church” - appears in the New Testament 114 
times, mostly in the writings of the Apostle Paul. Ekklesia 
literally means “a gathering of people, an assembly.” It’s 
worth noting that the word synagogue also means “a 
gathering of people, an assembly,” and appears 56 times 
in the New Testament, 34 of which are in the Gospels. 
Synagogue, of course, normally reflects the gathering of 
our brothers and sisters of the Jewish faith for worship, 
preaching, prayers and teaching. 
 

What we need to understand is that for the 1st century 
Church, the theological call of church membership was 
that disciples were sent to make disciples. Believers were 
sent to proclaim God’s Word, to baptize and teach, and to 
serve those in need, so that all might come to know God’s 
love and become followers of Jesus Christ. In so doing, 
local churches were created as the blessed outcome of 
the disciples reaching out to others – which brings us to 
the reason God created the Church – the most important 
point of what it means to truly be church.  
 

The real test of membership for any church is our call to 
discipleship - the Biblical principal for people who 
become believers in Jesus Christ… 
 

1.  Disciples are involved in the Church’s mission  
2.  They participate in the church’s upkeep 
3.  They adhere to the church’s beliefs 
4.  They live a faithful life, and  
5.  They continue to study God’s Word  
(After all, “disciple” means to be a student who assists in 
spreading the teachings of another. . . 
in our case, the teachings of Jesus Christ).   
 

                                                 (Continued on next page) 



 

 

Church Membership. . . 
A Biblical Point of View 
(continued from page 3) 
 
In other words, disciples are those 
called to build up the church, both 
locally and globally. . .to care for and 
upkeep both the local congregation 
and the “capital C” Church - in its 
missions and ministries.    
 

The Apostle Paul tells us that being a 
member of a local church includes 
being: 
❖ People who are caring –  

Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12 
❖ People who share the burdens of 

others – Galatians 6:2; 1 
Corinthians 12:26   
❖ People who encourage one 

another – 1 Corinthians 14; 
Romans 1:12 
❖ People who serve one another –  

1 Corinthians 12:7 
❖ People who submit to Christ – 

Ephesians 5 
❖ People who pray for one another 

– 2 Corinthians 1 and 9 
❖ People who love one another – 

Romans 13:8 
❖ People who give offerings to the 

church’s work and mission – 
Philippians 4:18 

 

Being part of both a local church and 
the “Big C” Church is a commitment 
which means much more than just 
having our name in a roll book.  
It means joyfully and gratefully 
accepting the responsibility that 
accompanies the privilege of being a 
disciple of Jesus Christ.   
 

We are the Body of Christ. . .And God 
has appointed in the church first 
apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers; then deeds of power,  
then gifts of healing, forms of 
assistance, forms of leadership, 
various kinds of tongues. . .all  
to build up the church and serve 
those in need.    
1 Corinthians 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So friends in Christ. . . 
Membership?  Or Discipleship?   
 

Let’s build it up! 
Pastor Hammons 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar! - Special Congregational Meetings 
 

We will be holding a number of very important special congregational 
meetings at Emanuel over these next several months, and into the new 
year. We hope you will be sure to “save these dates” so you are able to 
be present with the Emanuel faith community as we discuss ongoing 
projects, and discern just where God might be leading us for the next 
stage of our faith journey in this place. 
 

These are the Sunday dates scheduled thus far: 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Please note: In order to invite and facilitate full parishioner participation 
in these very important meetings, on the Sundays we hold a special 
congregational meeting, only one Worship Service will be held at  
10:00 a.m., with the meeting to follow. All meetings will be held  
in Luther Hall. 
 

Please join us! Your ideas and insights are especially important at this 
transition time! 

   

October 23:  
Introduction to 
Transition 
Process by Pastor 
Hammons,  
along with a     
conversation 
about “Hopes 
and Dreams,    
Fears and 
Concerns” for 
Emanuel (Note: 
Please note the 
change in date –  
this is to ensure 
the elevator is 
repaired so all 
parishioners may 
attend.) 

November 13:  
History Event 
and Luncheon 
(more 
information will 
be shared in the  
coming months, 
but this will  
be a fun  
and insightful 
time spent 
together!) 
 

December 11:  
Where is God 
Calling Us?
Conversation 
about Emanuel’s 
future, our  
God-given gifts 
and call to grow 
in faith and serve 
God in this place, 
in our 
community, and 
in the world. 
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On September 18, during the 
Worship Service, we had the 
“Presentation of Bibles to 6th 
Graders.” 
 

The 6th Graders who received bibles 
were: Amy Cangro, Gavin Emmons, 
Mebret Farquhar, Braden Hazard,  
Lily Maynard, Andre Montoya, 
Alejandro Morales, Megan Murphy 
 

Parents of Toddlers 
If your child has or will turn three 
years of age by December 31, 2016, 
he or she may be ready to start 
Sunday School at Emanuel.  Please 
contact Natalie Bloomquist at 
natalie.bloomquist@ 
emanuelhartford.org to learn  
more or to register your toddler. 

 
 

Sunday School is held in the 
Music Room. 
 

Parents: Please visit the 
Children’s Library corner in the 
Music Room during coffee hour. 
We hope your children will 
continue to borrow faith-based 
materials to enjoy at home 
throughout the year. 
 

 

 

During our  
Celebratory Worship on 
September 11  
the following  
Third Graders  
received their Bibles: 
 

A.J. Caldwell, Tyson Ful-
mer, Gweyee  
Kannah, Matthew Lysik, 
Nolan Maynard, 
Esteban Montoya, Hen-
ry Sinche,  
Lucas Wells 
 

Also, on September 11, 
the following  Preschool 
Student received a 
Prayer Pillow: 
 

Izzy Diaz 

 

S U N D A Y  S C H O O L  

mailto:Natalie.bloomquist@emanuelhartford.org
mailto:Natalie.bloomquist@emanuelhartford.org


 

 

 Transition Times 
 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ. . .  
 

As we begin our transition journey 
together, I thought that it might be 
helpful to have a special “column” in 
the newsletter each month to keep      
you up-to-date on what is 
happening. Of course, it’s easier to 
relay information more completely  
in person – when we can have some 
give and take, and I can answer your 
questions – but I will do my best to 
at least offer some highlights on 
what is going on and what the next 
steps will be. Then, we’ll follow up 
together on Sunday mornings, as 
well as at special congregational 
meetings. 
 
 
 

A special note for our homebound 
members. . .  
As we understand that you are 
unable to come to Emanuel for these 
conversations, I hope this column 
helps you feel like you are “in the 
loop” as well.  Please let us know if 
you have any questions about what 
is happening – and I, or the Council 
members, will be sure to get back to 
you with some answers.  
 

Just one highlight for this month. . . 
A special congregational town 
meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 
October 23, after our  10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service (remember – there’s 
no 8:00 a.m. Service that day).  
 

There are two primary things on the 
agenda:   
We will “officially” kick-off Emanuel’s 
Transition Process. I will explain this 
process in detail, and will answer any 
questions you might have.  
 

We will also begin a conversation 
about your hopes and dreams for the 
future of Emanuel, as well as what 
fears and concerns you might have. 
This conversation will continue in 
small group settings later in the 
process. 
 

I know this is a challenging and 
uncertain time. . .but it can also be a 
very exciting and Spirit-filled time.  
So be sure to mark your calendars 
and be involved in the process. And 
please know that I will do my best to 
be a faithful guide as we walk this 
journey together – trusting that God 
will lead us to a place of hope and 
promise!    

 
With prayers for the journey! 
Pastor Hammons 

 

   
 

 

Transition Together 

6 

 

Potluck Lunch 
Transition Times 
 
 
 
On October 23, after the 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service, you are invited to 
a Potluck Lunch, followed by a 
presentation by Pastor Hammons as 
she shares an “Introduction to the 
Transition Process.”  She will lead a 
conversation about our “Hopes and 
Dreams, Fears and Concerns” for 
Emanuel. It promises to be a thought
-provoking discussion for all 
members as we begin our journey to 
the next chapter of our beloved 
church. Please watch for a potluck 
sign-up sheet in Luther Hall soon.  
 

  -Rae Ann Gremel 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Christ in our Home” 
 

Be sure to look in the back of the 
Nave, outside the Chapel and in 
Luther Hall on Sundays.  There you 
will find the October, November, 
December complimentary issue of 
Christ in our Home, a wonderful 
devotional that offers daily 
opportunities for reflection and 
prayer.  Each day provides a short 
Bible text with a brief, thoughtful 
message and  simple prayer.  



 

 

Day of Service Opportunities -  
October 1, 2016 
 

This year's Day of Service for our 
conference has been scheduled for 
October 1, 2016. Once again, we will 
be collecting gently used children’s 
books for students (Kindergarten 
through 5th grade) at Rawson 
Elementary School and My Sister’s 
Place.  Thank you for your donations! 
 

Also, Mosaic has expressed a need 
for painters to paint their Kitchen 
and Dining areas at their Pelham 
home in West Hartford. Mosaic 
serves people with intellectual 
challenges. There will  
be a sign up sheet in Luther Hall for 
those interested in painting. Any 
questions, please contact Chet 
Brodnicki  860-236-3050. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

REACH THE BEACH  
WITH KNUTE!  
Come join us on Sunday, October 9, 
as we congratulate Knute Ogren on 
his successful run during Camp 
Calumet’s “Reach the Beach.”  
 

Knute will be with us at both the 
8:00 and 10:00 a.m. Worship 
Services, and then – after the 10:00 
a.m. Service – we will have breakfast 
with Knute in Luther Hall – during 
which he’ll fill us all in on this great 
fundraiser. 
 

Breakfast is free!  A free-will offering 
will be taken up to support Knute 
and Calumet’s “Reach the Beach.” 
Everyone’s invited!  Come join the 
fun! 

The Craft Fair is Coming! 

 

The Annual Harvest  
Holly Craft Fair 
Saturday, October 29, 2016 
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
in Luther Hall 
 

Please consider helping in  
the following areas: 
• If you have a special craft that you 

do, please feel free to work at 
home and donate the items to the 
Fair.  As in the past, your special  
donations make the Fair unique  
and interesting.  Home crafters are 
a welcome addition to the work 
that the Thursday crafters 
accomplish.   

• Bake some goodies for our bake 
shop and the “Cookie Walk.” In 
addition, relishes, jams and jellies 
are needed because they are 
always popular. 

• Help set-up on the Thursday and 
Friday before the Fair or work at 
the Fair.  

• Sign up in Luther Hall to bake 
cookies for the “Cookie Walk” (see 
Rae Ann Gremel). 

• Tell or email your family and 
friends about the Fair! 

• Visit the Fair on October 29! 

 
Please note:   
• Sign up on the blue “Welcome to 

Emanuel” insert in the Sunday 
Bulletin. 

• Contact Judy Johnson:  
rjmets@sbcglobal.or  
860-953-3064,  
if you are interested.   
 

Thank you in advance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Thursday Bible Conversation” 

meets on Thursdays at 10:00 - 
11:00 a.m. 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets  
on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. All 
knitters and crocheters are 
welcome. 

 
The Friday Night Program will  
not be held until work has been 
completed on the Accessibility 
Project. 

 
A Special Visit for Marj Johnson 

On behalf of Emanuel, I had the 
honor of delivering flowers to 
Miriam "Babe" Erickson for her 
101th Birthday!  The bouquet was 
from A Special Place, the church's 
florist.  "Babe" was thrilled with the 
beautiful flowers but she was 
particularly excited that her church 
remembered her special birthday.  
She looks the same and is the same 
sweet "Babe."  She asked me to 
remember her to all her friends at 
Emanuel and I thought that God With 
Us was the best way to do so.  
"Babe" lives at the Reservoir. 

Just to let you know, Emanuel sends 
flowers to members celebrating 
milestone birthdays and 
anniversaries.  In most cases, the 
florist delivers the flowers, but 
recently the Altar Guild has begun 
taking them to members who have 
not been in church for a long time. 
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The Altar Flower Form is on 
page 19 of this newsletter. 

DATE EVENT/VENUE TIME NOTES 

OCT. 22-23, ’16 2018 Youth Gathering Fund 
Drive 

Oct. 22: 12-7 p.m. prep 
  
Oct. 23: 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Youth will coordinate among 
themselves and carry out a 
fund drive to raise funds for 
the upcoming June 27-July 1, 
2018 National Youth Gathering 
in Houston, TX 

NOV. 12-13, ‘16 Youth Group (Sleep Over) Nov. 12 @ 4 p.m. thru Nov. 13 
@ 11 a.m. 

Youth will engage one  
another in faith formation  
activities and movies. Youth 
will have supper and breakfast 
together. 

*Please mark your calendars with these scheduled events/activities for ELC Youth Group. 
Parents are encouraged to attend most of these events/activities with their children, if they can. 

We will keep you posted about any further updates.   

Emanuel Hartford Youth Group Calendar (Grade 6-12), October - November, 2016 

 

Pastor’s Schedule and Contact Information 
 

While it’s always hard to pin down a schedule for a Pastor given the various ministries and meetings that require their 
presence outside the office, along with the fact that schedules change day to day depending on meetings at Church as 
well – here’s a general idea of Pastor Hammons weekly schedule (note: departure times depend on evening ministries/
meetings).  
 

Sundays  7:30-? (depending on after Worship meetings or ministries)  
Mondays  Works from home  
Tuesdays  Mornings - Pericope (Pastors’ Text Studies) at Concordia Lutheran, Manchester  
  Afternoons/Evening – Office time  
Wednesdays  10:00 a.m.- office (Note: Staff meetings are held weekly at 11:00 a.m.)  
Thursdays  10:00 a.m. - office hours in morning  
Fridays   Day off  
 

If you would like to meet with Pastor Hammons, please call the office to be sure she 
will be available, or you can send her an email to set up a time to get together. 
 

Contact information for Pastor Hammons:  
Church Office phone number: 860-525-0894, ext. 2  
Email: pastormhammons@gmail.com  
Pastoral Emergency phone number: 860-300-0019, (If you are calling  
 after hours or on a weekend and have a pastoral emergency.) 
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Going Green with  
Emanuel’s Newsletter! 
 

As Christians, we are called to be 
good stewards – which includes 
taking care of God’s creation, As part 
of our stewardship journey here at 
Emanuel, we are going to work to “go 
green” with the Church “God with 
Us” newsletter. Beginning with the 
January 2017 issue, the newsletter 
will be forwarded electronically to 
anyone for whom the church office 
currently has an email address – 
along with those who sign up during 
the weeks ahead.  
 

While we encourage everyone  
who uses email to give this new 
distribution process a try (we 
promise it is very easy and user 
friendly), we also realize not 
everyone has internet capability.  
The office will still provide paper 
copies of the newsletter for those 
who do not have internet capability. 
These copies will be available at 
entrances outside of the sanctuary 
on the last Sunday of each month, for 
the following month’s newsletter.  
 

Please note: Paper copies will 
continue to be mailed to all 
homebound members, unless they 
notify the church office that  they use 

the internet and prefer to get their 
newsletter by email.  
 

A clarification:  If you are often 
unable to make it to worship on 
Sundays due to driving or other 
limitations and are afraid you won’t 
be present to pick up a paper copy, 
please let us know and we will be 
happy to continue to mail your 
newsletter to you. 
 

We estimate that the stewardship 
savings – trees, money, and time (not 
to include wear and tear on our 
copier) could be significant. Currently 
we incur the cost of materials (paper 
and ink), printing, and mailing for 
100’s of copies of the newsletter. And 
many of us read it and throw it away 
(hopefully in the recycle bin). 
 

That said, if you use the internet, but 
still like to have a paper copy for 
reference – don’t forget that you can 
always print the newsletter at home! 
And this way you can pick and choose 
what pages you want to print to 
keep, rather than having to keep the 
entire newsletter. 
 

Now those of us who regularly get 
our world news online, can also get 
our church news that way. You won’t 
have to go to the website to get it  
 

(though it will be there, too) – it will 
come to you as a pdf attachment to 
your email, and you will just have to 
click and open and read!  How easy is 
that! And  it will even be in COLOR! 
 

Please consider joining the effort to 
go green with Emanuel’s newsletter. 
We will be collecting email addresses 
over these  next weeks – please be 
sure we have yours! 
 

God’s peace! 
Pastor Maria 

 

Please note: the change to January 
2017 as the start date is to ensure 
that everyone receives their 
December newsletter with all the 
news for our Christmas celebrations.  
Blessings! 

 

 

Calling All E-mail Addresses 
Please be sure to keep the  
parish office updated with your most 
current email address.  More and 
more communications are sent out 
through electronic means rather than 
paper mailings.   
If you have any questions,  
please contact  
Karen at office@  
emanuelhartford.org.   
Thank you. 

Laying on of Hands at 
Pastor Dominic’s  
Ordination Ceremony. 

Friends in Christ, please be 
informed that Dominic 
Smyth, who has been with us 
for the past two years and a 
half has been called as Pastor 
at First Lutheran Church of 
the Reformation, New Britain, 
CT.  He, along with two 
additional candidates, was 
ordained on September 17, 
2016, at Concordia Lutheran 
Church, Manchester. 

Congratulations, Pastor Dominic! 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS Email Address 

BRODNICKI, CHET, President 
  59 Arnoldale Road, West Hartford, 06119 
   Home: 860-236-3050 

chetglenna@comcast.net 

ORTON, DEAN, Vice President 
  56 Mohawk Drive, West Hartford, 06117 
  Home:  860-519-9554 
  Cell: 610-704-4263 

ortonfamilyct@gmail.com 

ELWELL, TIM, Treasurer 
  214 High Wood Dr., South Glastonbury 06073 

tim.m.elwell@gmail.com 

OLSON, MINDY, Secretary 
  35 Hungerford St., Hartford, 06106 

olson.mindy@gmail.com 

CANFIELD, BOBBEE, Member at Large 
  621 Fern St., West Hartford, 06107 

bobbeecanfield@comcast.net 

HOLLERTZ, MARK, Member at Large 
   23 Avalon Road, West Hartford, 06119 

mark.hollertz@virtus.com 

BLOOMQUIST, LINNEA 
  24 Fennbrook Rd., 1

st
 Fl., West Hartford,    

  06119 
linnea.bloomquist@gmail.com 

CARLSON, ERIC 
  15 Jensen Road, West Hartford, 06117 

carlsonericsven@gmail.com 

FELDMANN, JOAN 
  442 Willard Avenue, Apt. A-1 
  Newington, 06111 

jkrf38@att.net 

FLANDERS, JAMES 
  30 Auburn Road, West Hartford, 06119 

jimflanders04@gmail.com 

FULMER, JACOB 
   16 Frederick Rd., West Hartford, 06119 

fulmerfred@gmail.com 

MURPHY, PETER 
   27 Glenbrook Road, West Hartford, 06107 

pjmurphy27@yahoo.com 

PEDADA, DEEPAK 
   100 Wells St., Apt. 619, Hartford, 06103 

Deepak.Pedada@gmail.com 

TROUTMAN, GARY 
  28 Prospect St., Glastonbury, 06033 

trouty13@juno.com 

2016 Church Council 

New Direction for 
SPROUT This Year 
 

With the accessibility project 
looming ahead and the gym off 
limits, serious consideration was 
given to postponing SPROUT for this 
year and starting again next fall.  One 
of the SPROUT volunteers, Emily 
Tenison, who is a masters student at 
the University of St. Joseph had an 

idea. Breakfast and lunch will 
continue to be served to the 
children, but instead of going off to 
the gym for active play, not a 
possibility this year, she will run a 
reading program for the children in 
Luther Hall.  SPROUT will continue 
with all the volunteers that signed 
up, bakers, shoppers, registrars, 
etc. and the hope is that it will start 
as scheduled on October 15.  Emily is 
the coordinator for the program for 
this year, and she can be reached at 
etenison@hartford.edu or her cell 

phone number is (517)262-3777.  I 
did not feel I had the energy to keep 
the children entertained in Luther 
Hall without gym access, so Emily 
coming forward is a blessing that the 
program will continue through the 
construction.  Next year we hope to 
have an even better SPROUT with 
access to the gym and the addition of 
a reading program.   
               
   -Terri Dwyer 
 
 

SPROUT 

mailto:etenison@hartford.edu
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://us.cdn4.123rf.com/168nwm/barbaliss/barbaliss1104/barbaliss110400008/9233634-green-sprout-isolated-on-white-background-vector-illustration.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/clipart-vector/sprout.html&usg=__whfMgXa
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We’ve Fallen Behind. . . 
 
In mid-September, it was necessary 
to execute an emergency loan 
transfer of $35,000 from our 
endowment funds into our operating 
account in order to cover the next 4 
weeks of normal operating expenses 
including payroll.  We’ve done this in 
previous years due to cash flow 
issues, but this year it was needed 
earlier.  Year to date, our expenses 
are on target, but income is 
approximately $45,000 less than 
expected, with most of the shortage 
due to lagging pledges and lower 
contributions to the Faith Budget 
line item.   
 

Looking more closely at the income 
budget; the Faith Budget line item 
has received $4,700 in contributions, 
only 13% of the expected annual 
budget of $35,000.  The Faith Budget 
line item is an important part of the 
projected revenue to support 
ministry commitments and provides 

the opportunity for those who can to 
share gifts over and above regular 
pledges.   
 

The annual pledge budget for 2016 is 
$541,000.  Through August about 
$305,000 has been received – this 
represents only 56% received with 4 
months left in the year.  Pledge 
receipts are about $27,000 behind 
where we should be at this point.  
We face the challenge of needing an 
average of $15,000 per week to 
meet the pledge budget.  If you are 
coming back from vacation and you 
have fallen behind, please 
understand that we can use your 
immediate help. The sooner we 
catch up, the sooner we can repay 
the endowment loan – allowing us 
to return our investments to interest
-bearing funds. 
 

Here’s another consideration. . . 
Many of us have banks that provide 
free bill paying services. If you don’t 
do it today, why not consider placing 
Emanuel on an automated bill 

paying schedule?  Or, consider the 
Simply Giving program, endorsed by 
Thrivent Federal Credit Union, to 
conveniently, safely make automatic 
payments to Emanuel through 
electronic funds transfer (EFT) 
directly from checking or savings 
accounts. (A form is available in the 
church office, or check out the 
details at Simply Giving at 
www.simplygivingbythriventcu.com/ 
- this will bring you to the VANCO 
Services website which administers 
the Simply Giving program.)   
 

Quick and easy for you (no more 
remembering or worrying about 
writing checks or grabbing envelopes 
on your way out the door) - and the 
result is a steady cash flow which 
enables Emanuel to meet its 
commitments and support the 
Church’s operational needs.  
Thank you! 

With the chapel and parish building off limits due to construction 
for the accessibility project, and with contractor traffic and detours 
throughout our buildings, we're encouraging committees and 
groups to consider meeting in members’ homes over the next 6-9 
months.  If groups prefer to continue meeting at church, please 
keep in mind that meeting space choices will be limited to Luther 
Hall, the church sanctuary or the narthex.  To check availability, 
please call the church office.  We appreciate everyone’s help and 
flexibility as construction gains momentum! 

 

Nativity Festival 2016  
December 18 during the 

10:00 a.m. service 
Stay tuned for ways, 

big or small, 
you can participate! 

 

Please contact Natalie Bloomquist 
soon at 860-525-0894 or 

natalie.bloomquist@ 
emanuelhartford.org.   

Thank you! 

mailto:natalie.bloomquist@emanuelhartford.org
mailto:natalie.bloomquist@emanuelhartford.org


 

 

Luther’s  
Reformation 
Past. . .  
Present. . .  
Future! 
 

It’s October and - if you’re a 
Lutheran - that can only mean one 
thing (no, it’s not that football is in 
full swing) - it’s Reformation time! 
 

Our Lutheran Reformation history 
began on October 31, 1517, when 
Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses 
on the door of All Saints Church  
in Wittenberg, Germany, protesting 
indulgences and other corrupt 
practices of the church. Luther’s 95 
Theses were then translated, 
printed, and distributed – first in 
Germany, then throughout Europe – 
sparking the Protestant 
Reformation.   
 

That’s our Reformation history in 25 
(. . .ok, 50) words or less. . . But did 
you know that it wasn’t supposed to 
end there? A guiding principle and 
theology of the Reformation was 
Reformata et semper reformanda – 
or “reformed and always reforming.” 
In other words, the first reformers 
understood the church would need 
to continue its faithful reformation 
throughout its history. 
 

And so it continues. The church 
continues to face challenges - a 
secular society and materialism that 
tempt us to place other things 
before God, busy lives that leave 
little time to study God’s Word or 
serve God’s people, and church 
divisions that distract us from God’s 
mission in the world. 
 

While these things are hard - our 
history tells us we are up to the 
challenge! More than that, as a 
church, we should expect it. We are 
meant to be reformed and always 
reforming - for the sake of the world, 
for the sake of the Gospel! 
 

The Good News is that we don’t 
need to worry about the church, 

because it is God’s Church, and we 
remember Jesus’ words to Peter - on 
this rock I will build my church. . . 
and the gates of Hades will not 
overpower it (Mathew 16:18).   
 

So this Reformation Sunday (October 
30) - as we celebrate the faith and 
vision of Luther and the reformers - 
we go forward reformed and always 
reforming - without fear, knowing 
that God’s promise to the Church - 
and to us - goes with us!   
 

To God be the glory!   
Pastor Hammons   
 

 

Faith Budget 
 

The faith budget is that portion of 
our operating budget that enables 
Emanuel to meet its ministry 
commitments and provides 
opportunity for each us to share 
over and above our regular pledges. 
For 2016, the budget approved at 
the annual meeting includes a faith 
budget line item of $35,000. Year to 
date $4,700 has been received. 
 

We encourage you to consider this 
opportunity prayerfully, and to make 
donations as you're able.  
 
 

A Reminder from Pastor Corgan: 
 

Regarding my retirement, as a Pastor 
of the ELCA, I want you to be aware 
of certain agreements that I have 
entered into with the New England 
Synod and the Church Council of 
Emanuel. These are standard 
expectations of retiring clergy. After 
June 30, 2016, I transferred my 
membership from Emanuel to 
another ELCA congregation. Also,  
I am not available to conduct or 
participate in events such as 
baptisms, weddings, funerals, 
hospital calls, emergency calls or  
any other pastoral functions. I 
appreciate your help in honoring  
this agreement. 
 

 

For the Month  
of October 
 

 

October 2 
Reading: Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8 
 

October 9 
Reading: Exodus 32:1-14 
 

October 16 
Reading: 1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 2:1
-10 
 

October 23 
Reading: Jonah 1:1-17; 3:1-10;  
4:1-11 
 

October 30 - Reformation Sunday 
Readings: Jeremiah 31:31-34; 
Ephesians 44-6, 11-13 

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries are 
noted each month for persons  
who are: 

 80 years of age and every year  

thereafter. 

 Married for 50 years and every  

year thereafter. 
 

Special Emanuel Birthdays  
During October  
 

Clifford Bloomquist - October 4 

Roy Levin - October 6 

Edward Maher - October 6 

Wesley Ertelt - October 19  

Donald J. Acker - October 22   

Ann Louise Swanson - October 27     

G. Rudolph Peterson - October 30 
 

Special Emanuel Anniversaries  
During October  
 

Mal and Eleanor Doyle - 
October 2, 51st 
 

Karen and Ron Lindlauf -  
October 14, 55th 
 

Judy and Peter Larson - 
October 16, 51st 
 

Helen and Bernie Johnson -  
October 22, 56th 

12 

 

Bible  
Readings 
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October’s  
Hardhat Zone: 
 

Elevator:  Major repair work 
continues on the church elevator. On 
Sunday August 6 before services, the 
elevator became inoperable and 
after several days of testing, it was 
conclusively determined that the 
piston/jack assembly (which 
provides the hydraulic lift for the 
elevator) had failed due to 
corrosion.  (This corrosion is a typical 
problem for hydraulic elevators 
installed 25-30 years ago when 
metal components were not well 
protected from surrounding ground 
water.)  New parts are in fabrication 
and it is estimated they will arrive on 
site by the end of September, with 
installation, related repairs and 
testing by the State inspectors early 
in October.  The official funding for 
the work, costing approximately 
$50,000, was formally approved at 
the September 18 special meeting. 
 

Tower:  In preparation for the 
masonry work, extensive “mast 
climber” scaffolding has been 
erected on the east tower.  A 
covered walkway was installed to 
protect pedestrians on the sidewalks 
along Capitol Avenue and 
Hungerford Street.  As a result, the 
east tower entrance has been 
closed and will remain closed until 
the project is done.  Please use the 
west tower entrance or the Luther 
Hall entrance to enter the church 
during October.  Once the elevator 
is fixed, the elevator entrance may 
also be used.  
 

The first phase of this work, now 
well underway, involves sandblasting 
off the old masonry coating (the 
section of white masonry below the 
steeple and above the brick) and 
removal of deteriorated areas.  The 
second phase of work involves 
rebuilding and recreating the 

masonry detail, followed by the final 
phase of new protective 
coatings.  Unfortunately, since the 
scaffolding will be covered by a 
containment “shroud,” the progress 
through these phases will not be 
very visible - so look for posted 
photos as the work progresses.   The 
tower work will continue as long as 
weather and temperatures permit – 
the goal is to complete the work 
before cold weather sets in, but 
there is a possibility some work may 
be delayed until Spring. 
 

Accessibility:  Design documents 
and bidding have been completed, 
and application has made to the City 
of Hartford for the building permit.   
At a special meeting of the 
congregation on September 18, the 
congregation voted to proceed with 
the base bid scope of work as well as 
both alternates (tunnel connector 
and gym restrooms).  The start of 
this project will result in most of the 
parish building being off limits.  
With the rear stairwell being an 
integral part of the construction 
area, that will leave only one 
emergency exit through the front 
stairwell.  Safety codes require 
spaces to have two means of egress 
in an emergency.  As a result, for 
construction to proceed efficiently 
and safely, we will be unable to use 
the following spaces; the Sunday 
School classroom level, the 
restrooms, the gymnasium, the 
lounge, the conference room, 
several offices, the chapel, the 
tunnel storage lockers and the 
boiler room.  This impacts our 
Sunday School program, SPROUT, 
Friday Night Program, all the 
committees and ministry groups that 
use the parish building, early 
worshippers, and many others – we 
thank everyone in advance for being 
flexible, patient and open to new 
spaces during these months of 
construction and displacement!  

Watch for special bulletins and signs 
posted to show our internal 
“detours” during construction!  
 

Any questions on these projects, 
please contact either Mike Nowak or 
Jane Wunder. 

 
 

 

"Thank you Emanuel for the 
beautiful plant presented to me 
in June in recognition of my work 
as Coordinator of Ministries. 
Thankfully this coral-colored 
begonia plant got the water it 
needed during the dry summer 
months - wish my lawn could say 
the same!" -Becki Murphy 

 

 

Large print worship bulletins are 
available each Sunday morning. 
Please let an usher know if you 
would like one. 
 
 
Please remember to bring in 
donations of food (canned, non 
perishable) for the MANNA Food 
Pantry - we have a collection box 
in Luther Hall.  Thanks! 
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CHURCH COUNCIL  
August Council Highlights 
 
Council President Chet Brodnicki 
called the meeting to order and 
welcomed everyone. Pastor 
Hammons led devotions using a 
book entitled “Called by God to 
Serve.” 
 
Interim Pastor’s Report: Pastor 
Hammons reviewed her report 
outlining details of her ministry 
activities and community 
interactions. 
 
Treasurer’s report: Treasurer Tim 
Elwell reported that income is 
behind plan.  The unfavorable 
revenue variance could be due to 
the transition in pastors as well as 
the normal summer lag in giving. 
Contribution reports will be mailed 
soon to raise awareness of pledge 
status. 
 

BUSINESS: 
 

Annual Calendar: Efforts are 
underway to create and manage the 
Emanuel calendar of activities online 
making it easier to check events, 
available times and to include it on 
the Emanuel website.  It was noted 
that when people are looking to join 
a church, they often look at the 
church’s calendar and so it is 
important that our calendar is 
available and up to date on the 
many activities happening.  
 
Discretionary Fund: It is common in 
churches for the pastor to have a 
discretionary fund. It is used for 
unbudgeted items that the pastor 
finds necessary as well as 
immediate/hardship needs.  While 
previously there was a Samaritan 
checking account for the senior 
pastor, the auditors recommend 

that separate checking accounts not 
be used.  Further discussion is 
expected next month regarding 
process and limitations for 
discretionary and Samaritan line 
items.  
 
Tower Repair Update: Scaffolding is 
going up and then sandblasting will 
begin. We are hoping the 
contractors complete the full project 
before the cold weather sets in, but 
weather may dictate finishing the 
final phases in the Spring. There is a 
degree of uncertainty as they begin 
to sandblast and see the conditions 
underneath and the extent of 
repairs needed.  
 
Accessibility: Status was reviewed 
on design documentation, bidding, 
the upcoming September 18 
Congregation Meeting and the 
impact construction will have on day 
to day operations. The committee, 
staff and ministry groups are 
working to creatively use other 
spaces to accommodate programs.  
 
Friday Night Program: It was noted 
that with the accessibility project the 
gym will be off limits for 6-9 months 
due to construction. Discussion 
followed on keeping the program 
open until construction starts, or 
informing the participants now. 
 
Term Limit Feedback  An email was 
sent out to Committee Chairs to 
advise them of the term limits 
proposal.  Only one Chair responded 
so a reminder will be sent. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members and Friends in our 
Prayers: 
 

Walter Ekwall  †  Pasquale Amodeo     
The Donini family   †  Grace Maynard     
Elaine Wilson  †  George Leaphart 
and family  †  Diane Roule     
Edith Johnson  †  Judy Johnson    
Deedee Lewis  †  Bob Bridgett      
Rose Dooley  †  Bob Coons 
Ingrid Hedling   †  Hop Wiltse   
Carla Petry   †   Richard Erickson   
Keith Carman  †  Emerrene Bailey 
Dr. Daniel McMenamin     
Dominick DeMartino 
Karen Fellman  †  Gloria Burke    
Elinor McCue  †  Natalie Bloomquist 

 
Please visit our website at: 
www.emanuelhartford.org  
 

The website can be added as a  
button on your SmartPhone or  
tablet.   

 

Listen to MP3 files: 
http://emanuelhartford.org/
worship/sermons/ 
 

Here's the FAQ (Frequently Asked 
Questions) link to our website:  
http://emanuelhartford.org/
aboutus/faqs/ 

 
Brighten someone’s day by  
taking our beautiful altar  
flowers to them! 
Each Sunday after the late service,  
we try to make arrangements for  
the delivery of the altar flowers to  
our hospitalized and/or shut-in  
members. Claudia Bellis, Brook  
Nowak, Marjorie Johnson, Ellen 
Anderson, and Rae Ann Gremel do a 
great job with our flower ministry. If 
you'd be willing to help on a Sunday 
with a delivery, please look for one 
of them near the Luther Hall kitchen. 
Thanks. You'll surely brighten 
someone's day! 

 

Council  
Highlights 

http://emanuelhartford.org/worship/sermons/
http://emanuelhartford.org/worship/sermons/
http://emanuelhartford.org/aboutus/faqs/
http://emanuelhartford.org/aboutus/faqs/


 

 

The Samaritan Fund 
Just to remind you, the loose  
offering received on the first Sunday 
of the month goes to the Samaritan 
Fund.  The Samaritan Fund 
is used to assist people in need.    

 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Please remember, there are always 
prayer shawls available for anyone in 
need of this symbol of love and 
caring.  Speak to Lynn Sherman, 
Eileen Mitchell, or Karen in the 
church office.  
 
 

New Flower Chart 
In order to encourage people to sign 
up for altar flower donations, please 
note the “Flower Chart” on the 
bulletin board near the kitchen in 
Luther Hall.  You may use this chart 
to pick a Sunday, or Sundays, when 
you would like to donate altar 
flowers.  Checks (indicating the date 
for flowers on the memo line) may 
be sent to the church office or placed 
in the offering plate with the form 
from the blue sheet.  We hope to 
have flower donations for every 
Sunday of the year! Thanks for your 
help. 
 
 

 

Volunteer Opportunities on 
Sundays 
 

If you are interested in  
volunteering to be a Greeter  
or a Lector, please contact the  
coordinators below. 
 

Greeters:  Eileen Mitchell,  
860-688-4867 or 
gemitch@comcast.net 
 

Lectors:  Lynn Sherman,  
860-523-1702   
 

Thank you Eileen and Lynn for  
your service to these important  
ministries.   
 

Worship Notes  
 

Over the next months, we’ll 
be exploring our Worship 

Service in various ways. The use of 
the Narrative lectionary challenges 
us to think differently about how we 
“do worship.” That said, one of the 
gifts of our Lutheran tradition - our 
pattern of worship, you might say – 
is that, at its core, the most 
important pieces remain the same. 
They may be done a little differently 
from place to place, or time to time – 
but they remind us of whose we are 
– God’s beloved children – and why 
we have come together as a faith 
community to worship – to pray, to 
sing, to ask for and receive 
forgiveness, to be nourished by 
God’s Word and fed by the Lord’s 
Supper, and to give thanks for our 
many God-given gifts – and to be 
strengthened to be sent into the 
world to serve in God’s holy name.  
 

The faith document entitled, The Use 
of the Means of Grace, sets priorities 
for our Lutheran practices of word 
and sacrament, and describes the 
essentials of our worship: The simple 
order of our liturgy of Holy 
Communion, represented in the 
worship books of our church has 
been used by generations of 
Christians. We gather in song and 
prayer, confessing our need of God. 
We read the Scriptures and hear 
them preached. We profess our faith 
and prayer for the world, sealing our 
prayers with a sign of God’s peace. 
We gather an offering for the poor 
and the mission of the Church. We 
set our table with bread and wine, 
give thanks and praise to God, 
proclaiming Jesus Christ, and eat and 
drink. We hear the blessing of God as 
we are sent out in mission to the 
world. (Use of the Means of Grace, 
Principle 34, Application 34B) 
  

So while you might see some 
changes as we try to enhance our 
worship service and offer new ways 

of experiencing worship and hearing 
God’s Word, know that “at our core” 
our worship will respect our 
Lutheran “pattern of worship,” and 
more importantly - will honor our 
God.  
 

So I guess what we’re asking is that - 
as we try these things - you approach 
these new worship experiences with 
an open heart and mind. Give them a 
chance. Just like music - what speaks 
to some of us, won’t speak to all of 
us, and what inspires some won’t 
inspire all – but we will do our best 
to offer you faithful, thoughtful, and 
meaningful worship. And to God be 
the glory!  
 

To keep you informed, here are just 
some small changes that we will be 
making beginning on September 11:  
 

- in keeping with our Lutheran 
tradition the Confession and 
Forgiveness will move to the 
beginning of the Service, following 
the Prelude 
  

- given the many things happening at 
Emanuel between construction 
projects and the transition process, 
the announcements will move to the 
end of the Service - prior to the 
sending hymn and dismissal - to try 
to ensure that everyone has the 
opportunity to hear them 
  

- the Welcome before the prelude 
will focus on things that need to be 
noted for the worship service itself 
(especially helpful for visitors)  
 

I hope this all makes sense and is 
helpful. Please know that we 
appreciate your insights and that 
your questions are always welcome!  
 
The grace of our Lord be with you all!  
Pastor Hammons 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
Day of Service 

2 
 

Services of Holy  
Communion: 
8:00 am: Chapel  
10:00 am: Sanctuary 

 
Sunday School 

3 
 

4 
 
 
 
 

5 
No Staff  
Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm:  
Confirmation 
Gathering 

6 
9:30 am: Prayer 
Shawl Ministry  
at the church 
 

9:30 am: Crafty 
Painters 
 

10 - 11 am: “Bible  
Conversation”  
 
 

 

7 
 

8 
Hartford  
Marathon 
7:30 am - 2 pm 
(Road Closure 
7:30 - 9 am) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
Services of Holy  
Communion: 
8:00 am: Chapel  
10:00 am: Sanctuary 
Knute Ogren and 
“Reach the Beach” 

 
Sunday School 

10 
 

 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 - 9 pm: Joint  
Finance/Investment 
Committee Meeting 
in Luther Hall 
 
 
 

12 
11:00 am: Staff  
Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
9:30 am: Prayer 
Shawl Ministry  
at the church 
 

9:30 am: Crafty 
Painters 
 

10 - 11 am: “Bible  
Conversation”  
 
 

 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Food/Cabaret 
Night - Hillary  
Ekwall and Sarah 
Asmar 

15 
10 am: SPROUT 
 
Deadline for  
newsletter, 
“God With Us” 

16 
Services of Holy  
Communion: 
8:00 am: Chapel  
10:00 am: Sanctuary 

 
Sunday School 
 

17 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm: Executive  
Committee Meeting 
 
 

19 
11:00 am: Staff  
Meeting 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

7 pm:  
Confirmation 
Gathering 

20 
9:30 am: Prayer 
Shawl Ministry  
at the church 
 

9:30 am: Crafty 
Painters 
 

10 - 11 am: “Bible  
Conversation”  
 

 

21 
 

22 
10 am: SPROUT 
 

 

23 
Service of Holy  
Communion: 
10:00 am: Sanctuary 
(No 8:00 am service) 
 

Sunday School 
 

After 10 am service: 
Special Meeting of the 
Congregation -  
Introduction to  
Transition  

24  
 

25 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm: Church  
Council Meeting 

26 
 
 
11:00 am: Staff  
Meeting 
 
 
12:30 pm:  
Worship Staff 
Meeting 
 
 

27 
 
 
9:30 am: Prayer 
Shawl Ministry  
at the church 
 

9:30 am: Crafty 
Painters 
 

10 - 11 am: “Bible  
Conversation”  
 

 

28 
 

29 
9 am - 1 pm 
The Annual Hol-
ly Harvest Craft 
Fair, in Luther 
Hall 
 
11 am - 12 pm: 
CT Valley  
Orchestra - 
Children’s  
Concert, in the 
Sanctuary 

30 
Reformation Sunday 
 

Services of Holy  
Communion: 
8:00 am: Chapel  
10:00 am: Sanctuary 
Sunday School 

31 
 
Happy  
Halloween! 
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Oct. 26 - 28: Craft Fair Set-up in Luther Hall & Music Room 

O C T O B E R  

2018 Youth  
Gathering Fund 

Drive 
Oct. 22 - 23, 2016 



 

 

 

The Emanuel 
Archives 

 
 
   

 

 
 

1924 - A Dedication 
of a New Emanuel -  
A Historic Week 
   
How uplifting it can be for  
a church when something new is  
added to the worship experience 
of its members, a congregation 
gathered together from the comunity 
and surrounding towns as one family 
pretty much of one tongue and 
thought focused on God, their 
Heavenly Father.  Now the dream has 
been fulfilled and they are ready to 
enter their temple dedicated to their 
Lord, like angels filled with the Holy 
Spirit.  It is the day of dedication of a 
beautiful sanctuary for worship, 
October 26, 1924.  Can you hear the 
great organ and the joy of the choir 
voicing out the mighty hymn, “Holy, 
Holy, Holy” as they climb the steps 
from the basement up to the nave of 
the beautiful new church, Emanuel.  
From the littlest of children to the 
aged pillars of their elders, “Holy, 
Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” in 
heavenly voices with the great bell 
above them ringing out to tell the 
world of their prize. 
 
Over 400 filled the sanctuary and 
balcony that morning that the invited 
guests, Council and building 
committees, visiting clergy and 
dignitaries, who were to process 
down the central aisle had to find 
their way up through the Sacristy and 
take places in front of the altar.  The 
first event was a baptism service 
where parents and godparents 
gathered in front of the altar with ten 
children to be dedicated into Christ’s 
holy kingdom, assisted by Pastor 
Hulteen and former pastors, 
Bengston, Youngert, and Franzen 
who also spoke to all the children and 
teachers of the Sunday School. 
 
 

Each day of the week to follow, 
events would fill the church for tours 
or a worship service.  One highlight 
was a confirmation class reunion with 
each class from over the years of 
Emanuel being given new banners for 
their worship service processional, all 
to gather in the new sanctuary that 
would be theirs, and for their 
children of years to come.  The 
pastors of their classes led them in 
confession of their faith once again. 
 
Of course the ladies of the church 
were always there to offer coffee and 
refreshments for all that attended 
the events of the week in the 
basement hall where visitors and 
families met to renew friendships 
and catch up on events in their lives 
of years past. 
 
On the evening of the dedication, 
Sunday the 26th, a communion 
service was held, a most festive of 
events with all four pastors serving 
over 400 that went up to the Lord’s 
Table.  Before the blessing  
Pastor Hulteen welcomed into 
membership 118 persons. 
 
Other events of the week included a 
neighbor’s day on Monday where the 
church was open for visitors of other 
churches of the community to tour 
and enjoy a choir and organ concert, 
and greetings from other area 
clergymen.  Tuesday was a day of 
music with the choir and organ in 
concert along with several visiting 
artists of music.  A banquet followed 
with music during the meal offered 
by Emanuel’s own orchestra offering 
many Swedish folk tunes.  Two 
hundred guests attended the 
banquet.  
 
Pastor Hulteen and his wife were 
honored as well at another event 
where he received a purse for his 
work. 
 
 

A wonderful week for sure in all its 
celebrations. 
 
*Source –  God With Us–1889-1989,  
by Norma Westlund Sandberg 
 
 
 

       A Thank You Note 
 

Thank you so much for 
remembering my 90th Birthday 
with the lovely flowers. 
 

Fondly,  
Virginia Morse 
 
 
The State Parking Lot 
 

 

The State parking lot now has 
automated gates at both entrances. 
They will be in operating (down/
closed) position between 6:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.  The gate arms will be in the 
up/open position after 3:00 - 4:00 
p.m. each day, in the evenings, and 
on Saturday and Sunday.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
                In Memoriam 
 

Janet Potter died on August 28, 2016. 
A memorial service was held  
at Emanuel on September 2, 2016  
 

May the comfort and hope of the 
resurrection be with the family and  
friends of this saint. 

by John Starkes 
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Serving in 
October 

 
 
 

 
 

Acolyte and Crucifer 
Oct. 2  Matthew Anderson 
  Harrison Arcand 
Oct. 9  Griffin Fairchild 
  Seth Barron 
Oct. 16  Delanie Halstead 
  Addison Fastiggi 
Oct. 23  Maya Johnson 
  Sam Johnson 
Oct. 30  Ellie Protulis 
  Charles Sinche 
 

Altar Flowers 
Oct. 2  In honor of Lynn and 
  Lee Sherman’s 45th 
  Wedding  
  Anniversary today. 
 
Oct. 9  Open 
 
Oct. 16  In memory of Jerry 
  Sandalo, given by 
  Shirley August and 
  Peg Zachariasen. 
 

  In memory of John 
  August, given by his 
  wife, Shirley 
  August. 
 
Oct. 23  Open 
 
Oct. 30  Open 
 

Assisting Ministers   
Oct. 2  Monica Swanson 
Oct. 9  Janice Favreau 
Oct. 16  Janice Favreau 
Oct. 23  Mal Doyle 
Oct. 30  Alan Meeds 
 

Children’s Library  
Oct. 2  Diane Troutman 
Oct. 9  Closed 
Oct. 16  Monica Swanson 
Oct. 23  Nancy Gray 
Oct. 30  To be determined 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee Hour    
Oct. 2  Valerie and Craig 
  McDonald 
Oct. 9  Breakfast with  
  Knute -  Ellen  
  Anderson, Marjorie  
  Johnson, Janet and 
  John Starkes 
Oct. 16  Eleanor and Mal 
  Doyle, Valerie and 
  Lance Hansen 
Oct. 23  Potluck Lunch and 
  Pastor Hammons’ 
  “Introduction to 
  the Transition  
  Process” 
Oct. 30  Birthday cake in 
  honor of Katherine 
  Chelali’s third 
   birthday 
 
Communion Preparers 
Oct. 2  Val and Craig 
  McDonald 
Oct. 9  Marjorie Johnson 
Oct. 16  Bobbee Canfield 
Oct. 23  Lynne Strecker 
Oct. 30  Eileen Mitchell 
 

Greeters 
Oct. 2  Barbara Blakeslee 
Oct. 9  Lorraine McCann 
  and Ann Louise 
  Swanson 
Oct. 16  Shirley August and 
  Carol Dennler 
Oct. 23  Mark Hollertz and 
  Keren Paquette and 
  Maire 
Oct. 30  Bobbee Canfield 
 

Lectors - 8:00 a.m. 
Oct. 2  Monique Jennings 
Oct. 9  Randy Olson 
Oct. 16  Kathy Haller 
Oct. 23  Rosie Vojtek 
Oct. 30  Bob Vojtek 
 

Lectors - 10:00 a.m. 
Oct. 2  Lee Sherman 
Oct. 9  Carol Dennler 
Oct. 16  Janice Favreau 
Oct. 23  Linnea Bloomquist 
Oct. 30  Alan Meeds 

Sound and Recording 
Oct. 2  Mal Doyle/ 
  Noah Fairchild 
Oct. 9  Mal Doyle/ 
  Noah Fairchild 
Oct. 16  Noah Fairchild 
Oct. 23  Lindsey Anderson 
Oct. 30  Mal Doyle 
 

Sunday School Aide Schedule 
Oct. 2 
PreSchool - Kindergarten:  
Lindsey Anderson 
Grades 1 and 2: Matthew Graulich 
Grades 3 and 4: Rhiannon  
Kiersznowski 
 

Oct. 16 
PreSchool - Kindergarten:  
Samantha Johnson 
Grades 1 and 2: Luke Johnson 
Grades 3 and 4: Trey Hazard 
 

Oct. 23: 
PreSchool - Kindergarten:  
Maire Hollertz 
Grades 1 and 2: Griffin Fairchild 
Grades 3 and 4: Need Volunteer 
 

Oct. 30 
PreSchool - Kindergarten:  
Lindsey Anderson 
Grades 1 and 2: Matthew Graulich 
Grades 3 and 4: Rhiannon  
Kiersznowski 
 

Ushers 
8:00 a.m.  Ron Lindlauf 
   

10:00 a.m.  Head Usher:  
   Arnie Benson; 
   Captain: 
   Alan Anderson 
   Ushers:  
   Bruce Cutler, 
   Gary Johanson 
   Ken Swanson 
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In Honor/Memory of: ______________________________  

_______________________________________________ 
 

Given by:  ______________________________________ 

Phone  Number:  _________________________________ 

Questions? Call  the Church Office 860-525-0894 

 

Please use the form below for a flower donation and place it in 

the offering plate or mail it to the church office.  Thank you. 

Today’s Date:   __________________________________ 

Date for Flowers:  ________________________________ 

Altar Flowers—$45.00 
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God With Us 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

311 Capitol Avenue 

Hartford, CT  06106 

 

Address Service Requested 

Periodical 

Postage Paid at Hartford, CT 

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Emanuel Lutheran Church 
Opposite the State Capitol Grounds 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

Maria J. Hammons, Interim Pastor 
Church Office: 860-525-0894 

Fax:  860-246-3720 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

October 2, 9, 16 and 30 
8:00 a.m. in the Chapel and  
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

(Please note: Until construction  
begins, the 8:00 a.m. Worship Service  

will be held in the Chapel) 
 

October 23 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

(No 8:00 a.m. service) 
 

Sunday School 
Sunday School begins after the Children’s Message 

at the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 


