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Pentecost
Sunday, May 15
Open House/Reception

Please join us at Emanuel for worship on
May 15, at 8:00 or 10:00 a.m. Wear red
to help us celebrate! Come, feel the
Spirit!
Community partners, faith leaders and
other friends in ministry are invited to
join us for worship at 10:00 a.m.,
followed by an open house/reception
for Pastor Corgan.

May 2016

CELEBRATING 127 YEARS IN HARTFORD - 1889-2016

Volume 111/No.5

Thursday Bible Conversation
is held at 10:00 a.m. in the
Nursery on Thursdays.

Sunday Worship Schedule
8:00 a.m.
in the Chapel
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Connect with us on Facebook!
Please visit http://
www.emanuelhartford.org/
and click on Facebook,
OR visit https://
www.facebook.com/
emanuelhartford

The Mission of Emanuel Lutheran Church
In response to Christ’s love we:
GOD WITH US (USPS 174-740)
is published monthly by
Emanuel Lutheran Church,
311 Capitol Ave., Hartford, CT
06106-1410. Periodicals postage
paid at Hartford, CT. Postmaster: send
address changes to God With Us, 311
Capitol Ave., Hartford, CT 06106

Worship God in joyful celebration,
Invite others into this community of Christ,
Serve those in need in the community and
in the world,
Nurture all people in faith through
Christian education,
Encourage and support one another
in Christian living and fellowship.
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FROM PASTOR CORGAN
Dear Friends in Christ,
I’m learning once again that saying
good-bye as a pastor to a
congregation is a strange and
difficult experience. As excited as
Deborah and I are about having time
to spend with our grandchildren, Ella
and Giorgio, and all that retirement
holds, there is a sad undercurrent
running through all of this. It’s all
about you. You, the members and
friends of Emanuel, have been family
to us. Our children have had the
wonderful experience of being
“raised” by you in this, their spiritual
home. The relationships that have
developed over these past 19 +
years have nurtured, sustained and
encouraged all of us. We will always
be grateful. Now, it is strange to
begin the process of separation— to
say good-bye, to wish each other
well and to promise to keep one
another in our hearts, our thoughts
and our prayers. We do so knowing
that God, who brought us together
in Christ, will continue to inspire and
empower all of us for the life of
faith, wherever we are!

of certain agreements that I have
entered into with the New England
Synod and the Church Council. These
are standard expectations of retiring
clergy. After June 30, 2016, I will
transfer my membership from
Emanuel to another ELCA
congregation. Also, I will not be
available to conduct or participate in
events such as baptisms, weddings,
funerals, hospital calls, emergency
calls or any other pastoral functions.
I know you understand the
importance of this agreement and I
ask that you not contact me
regarding any pastoral duties as of
July 1, 2016.
As we move through this time of
transition together, I am reminded
of the grace and mercy of God that
envelops us anew each and every
day. For us, living in the shadow of
the cross, with the light of the
resurrection beckoning, we step
forward in faith, trusting that the
living, Risen Christ is guiding,
comforting and challenging us.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Corgan

Regarding my retirement, as a Pastor
of the ELCA, I want you to be aware

RITE OF
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
Confirmation Day,
May 22 at Emanuel
Six young people of Emanuel will
give public affirmation of the faith
into which they were baptized.

Noah Fairchild
Trey Hazard
Savion Jennings
Gunnar Johnson
Cole Liljedahl
Nate Protulis
Pray God’s blessings upon each of
these young lives as together they
grow in faith and love of God and
assume greater responsibility in the
life of this Christian community.

Please note:
On Pastor Corgan’s final
Sunday, June 19, there
will be One Service Only
at 10:00 a.m.
If your son or daughter is
graduating this school year
from High School, College, or
Graduate School, please let
the church office know!
Saturday, May 7
Hillary Ekwall in concert for
one night only at Emanuel!
There will be a potluck dinner,
please sign up in Luther Hall.

Call or e-mail Karen in the church
office and we’ll put the graduate’s
name in the next issue of this
newsletter.
Phone: 860-525-0894
Email: office@emanuelhartford.org
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New Members - June 19
New Members will be received on
Sunday, June 19 at the 10:00 a.m.
service. If you would like to make
Emanuel your church home, please
contact Pastor Corgan at 860-5250894 or john.corgan@gmail.com.

May lessons:
Sunday
School News How do these

stories help you
understand God and how God works
in our lives?
May 1: The Greatest
Commandment. Jesus showed us
how all of God’s rules help us love
God and love others. God loves
everyone and makes sure our love
for others never runs out! Matthew
22:34-46
Grades 1 and 2 visit the Children’s
Library.
May 8: The Empty Tomb. In worship
we’ll hear Paul’s words to the
Corinthians about God’s victory over
death. And in Sunday School we’ll
look closer at Jesus’ resurrection and
explore how happy we feel to know
that we will live with God forever.
Luke 24:1-12; Matthew 28:1-10;
Mark 16:1-8
Grades 3 and 4 visit the Children’s
Library.
May 15: PENTECOST - The Holy
Spirit. On Pentecost the Spirit
brought the good news of Jesus to
people in every language. God sent
us a special kind of help in the Spirit
who reminds us that nothing can
separate us from God. Acts 2:1-21
May 22: No class (Confirmation
Day). Children remain in worship to
hear the confirmands share their
faith stories and rejoice with all the
congregation as they proclaim the
Good News of Jesus Christ and
affirm the faith into which they were
baptized.

May 29: Bread of Life. Jesus’
promise of forgiveness and life with
Jesus after death make us really alive
now and forever. Just like bread
keeps our bodies alive, Jesus keeps
our spirits alive. John 6:35-59
Prayer for the Month:
Heavenly Father, thank you for
giving us a guide to live by. We want
our lives to be pleasing to you. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Confirmation
News
Our program year is winding down.
• May 4 is our last gathering with all
grades together.
• 8th Graders Only meet on May 11.
• Confirmand, Family and Prayer
Friend Potluck is May 18.
• Affirmation of Baptism is May 22!
What a fun year we’ve had! It’s hard
to believe that including parents in
confirmation was an experiment we
began only last year. It feels so
natural. Watching adults and early
adolescents work together to
wrestle with big questions, relate
God’s stories to their every day lives,
and find hope in God’s promises is
truly a blessing. They’ve supported
each other as they grow a
meaningful and sustainable faith.
They learned that it’s a constant
process. We don’t do it once and
then are done with it.
And that’s why Affirmation of
Baptism/Confirmation is not a

graduation. It is, in fact, a beginning.
We celebrate not what the
confirmands have accomplished but
what God has done, is doing, and
will continue to do in their lives. We
witness the proclamation of their
faith and the vows they make to
continue in the covenant God began
with them at baptism –
understanding that what they
“know” now can change in an
instant, leaving them with new
questions and doubts. As their faith
community, we celebrate the faith
the Holy Spirit has given them and
we thank God for their presence in
our lives.
Please keep Noah Fairchild, Trey
Hazard, Savion Jennings, Gunnar
Johnson, Cole Liljedahl, and Nate
Protulis in prayer as they reflect on
their faith and prepare to affirm
their baptisms on May 22.
It is my prayer that they continue to
explore God’s unconditional love, to
discern the call to be of service to
God and to be engaged in a life of
faith both at Emanuel and in the
world. You, the members of
Emanuel, play an integral role in
welcoming these youth into greater
participation in the life of Emanuel
and the life of faith. Be with us on
May 22, listen to their faith stories
and converse with them about what
you heard. Ask questions, share your
story and commit to supporting
them in their efforts to be faithful to
the promises they will have made in
the gathered assembly.

TÜÄ|Çx ]âww bÄáÉÇ is turning 100
Please join us to celebrate this special occasion on
Saturday, June 4, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. at:
Village Gate
88 Scott Swamp Road
Farmington
RSVP: Rae Ann Gremel
860-676-4459
gremelra@aol.com

~ Cards are welcome!

Children’s
Library News
Isn’t God
Great! Isn’t
that a
wonderful
name for a
book? This
delightful
picture book
illustrated by Amelia Rosato
describes God in so many ways.
Among many other ways, He is
described as “higher than the
highest mountain,” “more faithful
than a trusting dog,” “gentler than
the softest touch” and “older than
the dinosaurs.” With large and
colorful illustrations, this book will
appeal especially to preschoolers.
The Children of the King is by the
popular author Max Lucado. It tells
the story of a king who decides to
adopt five orphan children. The
children were told by the villagers
that they had to impress the king or
they would not be allowed to live in
the castle. One by one the children
became busy perfecting their chosen
“gift” except for one little girl who
had no gift to offer except her heart.
This is a delightful book that shows

Heavenly Father who loves them
even if they are not terribly talented,
smart or popular.
Do you have a favorite place to visit
or go to when you need to relax? In
All the Places to Love by Patricia
MacLachlan, Eli is held up to a
window on the day he is born so the
first thing he hears is the wind and
the first thing he sees are all the
places to love including a valley, a
river, and a hilltop where blueberries
grow. Everyone in Eli’s farming
family has a favorite place and Eli
grows up knowing that all the places
to love are connected to a way of life
that has time for love and simple
pleasures.
The
magnificent
illustrations in
this book are
prints of
paintings by
Mike Wimmer.

Baptized into God’s family on
April 17, 2016:
Evangeline Mae Gavioli, daughter of
Daniel Gavioli and Melissa Haney,
born on July 23, 2015. Godparents
are Heather and Luke Szul, and
Elaine Whitney (honorary). The
Water Carrier was Mebret Farquhar.
Congratulations and God’s blessings
to the newly baptized and her
family!

“Christ in our Home”

that the greatest gift parents can
give their children is the assurance
that that they are loved just as they
are, apart from anything that they
do. The same is true of their

Be sure to look in the back of the
Nave, outside the Chapel and in
Luther Hall on Sundays. There you
will find the April, May, June
complimentary issue of Christ in our
Home, a wonderful devotional that
offers daily opportunities for
reflection and prayer. Each day
provides a short Bible text with a
brief, thoughtful message and
simple prayer.
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Memorial Garden and Courtyard
Project
Landscape plans have been finalized
for the Memorial Garden and
Courtyard project, and construction is
scheduled to begin in early May.
Already our contractors have marked
the bushes and concrete that will be
removed (nearly all of it!) and are
working out the final logistics for
demolition. The pavers have all been
engraved and await installation – a
total of 174 pavers were ordered. The
renovations to the courtyard will
include:
• replacement of the existing
sidewalks with pavers, including
the engraved pavers
• relocation of healthy hostas,
• installation of new trees, shrubs,
plantings and mulch in the
courtyard and around the front of
the parish building,
• irrigation,
• a new wrought iron banner frame
and decorative fencing with gate,
• granite bench, and
• granite memorial monuments
identifying the names of those
interred in the memorial garden.
Once finished, we hope this relandscaped courtyard will be a
peaceful place for rest,
remembrance and meditation.
The project is proceeding within the
pre-approved budget total. We
gratefully acknowledge that this
project is made possible with funding
from the Justina and Evert Olson
bequest as well as memorial garden
funds in memory of Pastor Eugene
Mitchell. We are also very thankful
for the financial support from
members who ordered engraved
pavers as well as the Ladies of
Emanuel (our craft ladies) who
purchased pavers for each of
Emanuel’s seven senior pastors.
(On Sundays in May, you might want
to check out the progress we’re
making – when you’re in the
sanctuary, take a peek out the side
doors near the choir loft!)

EMANUEL SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS
Modeen and Wignall College
Scholarship forms will be
available soon!
There are again two scholarships
available to student members of
Emanuel Lutheran Church.
The Modeen Scholarship and the
Ernest C. and Laura S. Wignall
Scholarship Applications will soon be
available through the church office.
The preferred option is to use email
and you will be sent a form to fill-in.
We continue to refine the process.
To be considered for a Modeen
Scholarship you must:
• Be a member in good standing of
Emanuel Lutheran Church (have
communed and made a recorded
financial contribution in the past
year).
• Attend a 4-year college full time,
both semesters, in 2016-2017
• Have a grade point average of 2.5
or above.
• Complete 10 hours of service to
Emanuel Lutheran Church. For
students not returning to the
Hartford area during the school
year, they may complete service
hours at a church where they
attend school during the 20162017 academic year.
• Complete application and write a
letter to the committee
addressing the Modeen
Scholarship.
To be considered for a Wignall
Scholarship you must:
• Be a member in good standing of
Emanuel Lutheran Church (have
communed and made a recorded
financial contribution in the past
year).
•

• Attend a 4-year college full time,
both semesters, in 2016-2017
• Have a grade point average of 2.5
or above.
• Complete 10 hours of service to
Emanuel Lutheran Church. For
students not returning to the
Hartford area during the school
year, they may complete service
hours at a church where they
attend school during the 20162017 academic year.
• Complete application and write a
letter to the committee
addressing the Wignall
Scholarship.
You may apply for both scholarships
if you are attending a 4-year college
or university. Please note if the
letters for the two scholarships are
not demonstrably different, you will
only qualify for one scholarship. The
same committee reads both
applications and will see if only the
name of the scholarship is changed
between the two letters. More
information will be included in the
application, but suffice it to say a
$5,000 Wignall Scholarship on top of
a Modeen scholarship, for example,
necessitates a significantly different
letter. Both scholarships are
competitive so complete your
application accordingly. Rubrics will
be provided with application.
If interested, please contact Karen in
the church office for application
information:
office@emanuelhartford.org or
860-525-0894.
She will email or mail an application
and information to you.
For additional questions and
information please contact Rosie
Vojtek.
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Email: rvojtek@edovation.com
If you are e-mailing questions or the
application, please put “Modeen/
Wignall Scholarship” in the subject
line.
Postal Mail:
Mrs. RoseAnne Vojtek
64 Old Cider Mill Road
Bristol, CT 06010
860-582-8663 (home phone)
860-965-8882 (cell phone)
The application and official
transcript must be sent back by
email or postal mail to Rosie Vojtek.
Note: Applications will be available
May 1, 2016. Deadline is June 30,
2016.

Post College Grant:
A. Elizabeth Jacobson Grant
Any post-college member of
Emanuel may apply for an A.
Elizabeth Jacobson Grant to help
underwrite costs of educational
projects beyond undergraduate
work. There is no official application
form. You are asked to write a letter
communicating your desire for a
grant, including the school and
program. Letters are to be submitted
by June 18, 2016 to the:
Executive Committee
c/o Emanuel Lutheran Church
311 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, CT 06106

Allan Urban died on
Saturday, April 9, 2016. A
service of thanksgiving for
his life was held at Mulryan
Funeral Home on April 18,
2016.
May the comfort and hope of the
resurrection be with the family and
friends of this saint.

EMANUEL SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS
Harper Music Instruction
Scholarship
Applications for funding for private
music instruction for 2016-2017 are
now being accepted. Each recipient
receives $150-$200 per year to
support private music instruction.
Application can be found at http://
reuningscherer.net/harper/ and are
due July 15, 2016. If you have
questions, please contact Jonathan
Reuning-Scherer at
jonathan.rs@emanuelhartford.org
or call/text 860-906-8197.

Faith Budget
The faith budget is that portion of
our operating budget that both
enables Emanuel to meet its
ministry commitments and provides
opportunity for each us to share
over and above our regular pledges.
For 2015, the budget approved at
the annual meeting includes a faith
budget line item of $37,000.

Camp Calumet Scholarships are
available to youth who are
members of Emanuel
Please contact the church office
by June 15, 2016 for the $200
scholarships available to youth,
who are members of Emanuel,
to attend Camp Calumet this
summer. These Scholarships
will be awarded from the Carolyn
and Gil Liljedahl Scholarship Fund.

The Church Council and I want you
to be aware of this, trusting that
some of you will begin to make
donations as you're able. For some,
I know, there is little or no
discretionary money available in
your personal budget. For many
others of us, that is not the case.
Please consider this need and
opportunity prayerfully and share
as generously. ~Pastor Corgan

Camp Calumet in Freedom, NH.

To see a list of Committees
and Ministries of Emanuel and
ways you can participate, please
go to our website!
1. www.emanuelhartford.org
2 . Click on the black tab at the top
of the page titled, “Serve.”
3 . Scroll down and on the right
side of the page you’ll see the
logo for Sign Up Genius.
Click on it!

Hello people of Emanuel!
I just want to say how honored I am to be called to serve as your Interim
Pastor beginning this July. I look forward to spending time with you, to
learning about Emanuel’s history and your faith stories, and to envision
together where God is leading you for the next part of your faith journey
in Hartford and beyond.
But all that can wait until July! For now, just relax and enjoy your time
with Pastor Corgan and his family – honoring his time with you, saying
your good-byes, and celebrating your faithful ministry together and your
friendship!
And if you start to get anxious about what the future holds, perhaps
these words from our friend Martin Luther will help. . .
I know not the way God leads me, but well do I know my Guide.
Well do we know our Guide!
See you in July!
God’s peace & joy!
Pastor Maria Hammons
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SPROUT A GO FOR NEXT YEAR!
A heartfelt "Thank You!" to the
many people who signed up to help
with SPROUT next year. Thanks to
your willingness to volunteer your
time, we will run the program
again for 2016 -2017. The first
day of SPROUT will be Saturday,
September 24 and we will continue
until roughly the middle of June.
The schedule will be made up in
July, and more information will be
forthcoming at that time. If you
have any questions please e-mail
Terri at terri.dwyer@comcast.net.

TRANSITION PLANNING
We are acutely aware that by the end of June Pastor Corgan will have ended his tenure as Pastor at
Emanuel. Although we are saddened by his impending departure, we are also happy for him and Deborah
as they enter a new chapter in their lives. The Church Council has been very involved in beginning
preparations for this transition. The following are the activities that have occurred and/or are in process.
•

The Council met with Bishop James Hazelwood of the New England Synod and The Rev. Paul D. Sinnott,
Associate to the Bishop, to discuss with the council the steps that will need to be taken as we go
through the transition. Based on our meeting and after discussions by the Council it was unanimously
decided that we will hire an Interim Pastor to start in July 2016.

•

The Council will appoint a committee to take responsibility for planning activities that will honor Pastor
Corgan over the next 6 months.

•

The Council is also investigating utilizing a consultant to help us prepare for the next phase in the life of
Emanuel’s ministry, which is to include a self-study that will help identify us to identify where the
congregation ministry is at this time and what the future might hold for Emanuel. This study is required
by the Bishop and when complete will be used to share with potential candidates for the hiring of a
new Pastor. This phase of work will commence upon Pastor Corgan’s departure.

•

A Call Committee will be appointed once the self-study is complete.

If you have any questions about this information lease don’t hesitate to discuss with any Council member.
Thank you.
Chet Brodnicki, Council President

Stage  Film  Television

You are invited to our Spring Luncheon in Luther Hall on Thursday, May 5 at 12:00 Noon:
Jenny Steadman, from the Connecticut Historical Society, will be with us to give a 45 minute
presentation - Katharine Hepburn: From Hartford to Hollywood, A traveling presentation
about the her roots in Connecticut. With a stage and film career that spanned six decades,
Katharine Hepburn is an American icon. Born and raised in Connecticut, Hepburn had a career
in stage, film and television that reflected the changing role of women in broader society.
Challenging the norms of the day, she took control of her image and identity by establishing a
unique sense of style which influenced countless women, fashion designers, and the informal,
elegant approach to American style that continues to resonate today. There’s a sign-up sheet
in Luther Hall for this luncheon. Please join us!
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Retirement Planning:
Celebration planning continues and the excitement is building! The
formal invitations for the retirement celebration banquet on June 12,
2016 have been mailed. The invitation will have details and costs along
with reply cards that must be returned by May 25. We've appreciated
the strong response to the "save the date" announcements thus far but please remember to formally respond using the stamped,
pre-addressed reply card accompanying the invitation. Come for the
spectacular views of Hartford and a delicious meal at the Bond
Ballroom - and most importantly, come join us as we honor Pastor
Corgan, enjoy fellowship with the entire Corgan family, and extend
our very best wishes to Pastor and Deborah!

Please Save These Sunday Dates
as we honor Pastor Corgan for nearly two decades
of ministry at Emanuel and wish Pastor and Deborah
a fond farewell upon retirement:

May 15
Community partners, faith leaders and other friends
in ministry will be invited to join us for worship,
followed by an open house/reception for Pastor Corgan.
This open house will give those beyond Emanuel the
opportunity to recognize Pastor Corgan’s retirement.

June 12
A celebration retirement banquet will be held at the
Bond Ballroom in Hartford from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Together we’ll enjoy a luncheon and program featuring
Knute Ogren as Master of Ceremonies.
(Look for detailed invitations in early April.)

Celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation in Germany! - An Update
from Lisa Martin
Thank you to everyone who has shown
interest in joining this once-in-a-lifetime
trip. The date has been set, and families
who can only take vacation in the summer,
who want to take a meaningful multigenerational trip, have college-aged family
members, and have children over the age
of 8 will be very happy to learn that the
trip has been scheduled for July 3rd (air
start date) with a return date of July 14th,
2017.
Land price per passenger based on
a twin accommodation is $2,630.00 plus
variable Travel Insurance costs, depending
on what insurance company you’d like to
use. Globus is offering their basic
insurance for $209.00 per person, based
on double occupancy. Group air is
$1,972.00 which includes transfers. Save
10% per person by booking by November
29th, 2016.
The next step: I will be setting up meetings
to have all of those interested complete a
registration form and make deposits to
book their journey.
Please keep in mind, the trip is
still open. With a focus on Martin Luther,
the trip will help you recapture your
knowledge of the history of the Lutheran
Church, enjoy the fellowship of others,
and renew your faith. Please call me, (Lisa
Martin) at 860.929.0708 if you have any
questions.

June 19
One special worship service at 10:00 a.m. and
a festive reception in Luther Hall will celebrate and
conclude Pastor Corgan’s ministry at Emanuel.

We need your help
As we prepare a slideshow of Pastor Corgan
over the years, we invite you to share any photos you might have.
Please give them to Becki Murphy directly, or place them in her
mail slot in Luther Hall. (Please place your name on the back
of the photo if you’d like it to be returned.)
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Volunteer Opportunities on Sundays
If you are interested in
volunteering to be a Greeter
or a Lector, please contact the
coordinators below.
Greeters: Eileen Mitchell,
860-688-4867 or gemitch@comcast.net
Lectors: Lynn Sherman,
860-523-1702
Thank you Eileen and Lynn for
your service to these important
ministries.

Council
Highlights

throughout the past few years
should be looked at in order to
better project cash flow for the
current year.

March Council Highlights
President Chet Brodnicki called the
meeting to order. Minutes of the
March 8 Council meeting were
accepted unanimously.
Senior Pastor’s Report: Pastor
Corgan reported on Vicar Dominic’s
trip to Philadelphia during which
candidates had the opportunity to
meet with the bishops. Vicar
Dominic was selected by Bishop
Hazelwood and assigned to the New
England Synod.
Pastor Corgan attended the Hands
on Hartford celebration at the
opening of their new facilities on
Bartholomew Avenue in Hartford.
The MANNA program is now also
working out of that facility. Pastor
Corgan thanked the Investment Task
Force for its excellent work in
assessing an appropriate investment
advisory company. Pastor Corgan
also shared his commitment to the
Synod policy that he will not be
doing any funerals, baptisms or
weddings for Emanuel once he
retires.
Treasurer’s report: Treasurer Tim
Elwell noted that it would be in our
best interests to get an appraisal of
the value of the church buildings in
order to have a more complete
accounting of assets on the balance
sheet. Costs and methods will be
pursued. He reviewed the balance
sheet and Profit & Loss statement,
noting that the balance sheet is
down, reflective of the current
market. Pledges seem to be stronger
than planned and expenses are
running slightly more than planned.
These still new formats and
reporting processes will continue to
undergo refinement. It was noted
that the pattern of pledge giving

Investment Task Force Report - Tim
Elwell reported on the process the
task force followed, resulting in a
recommendation for Council action
regarding a single financial
organization to manage Emanuel’s
investments. He noted that Pastor
Corgan, Pastor Marschhausen,
Bobbee Canfield and Dean Orton
were very helpful in this process.
After interviews, references,
consultation with our auditor, and
additional due diligence, the task
force recommends The Colony
Group as the company best able to
provide solid governance in their
role as the chief investment advisor
for us. A motion to move forward
with an offer to The Colony Group
was passed unanimously.
Facility Updates - Jane Wunder
reported that accessibility drawings
are being refined in response to
construction cost projections and
budget discussions. Soon the
committee will share them with
small groups and the congregation.
It is hoped that ground breaking will
occur in late Spring, subsequent to
congregation approval. In May, we
will also be breaking ground for the
Memorial Garden and Courtyard
Project with completion by
Memorial Day. Regarding the new
office positions, resumes were
received and interviews will occur
shortly.

A Thank You from MOSAIC: On
behalf of the individuals they serve,
MOSAIC thanks Emanuel for the
$750.00 donation they received
last year.
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A New Baby
Congratulations and God’s Blessings on
the birth of Xolina Ann Lavala who was
born on March 29, 2016, at St. Francis
Hospital. Xolina is the daughter
of Quoigai Lavala and Andrea
DuFour. Xolina Ann weighs 6lbs., 2oz.

Please remember to bring in
donations of food (canned, non
perishable) for the MANNA Food
Pantry - we have a collection box
in Luther Hall. Thanks!

Large print worship bulletins are
available each Sunday morning.
Please let an usher know if you
would like one.

Brighten someone’s day by
taking our beautiful altar
flowers to them!
Each Sunday after the late service,
we try to make arrangements for
the delivery of the altar flowers to
our hospitalized and/or shut-in
members. Claudia Bellis, Brook
Nowak, Marjorie Johnson, Ellen
Anderson, Rae Ann Gremel, and
Monica Swanson do a great job with
our flower ministry. If you'd be
willing to help on a Sunday with a
delivery, please look for one of them
near the Luther Hall kitchen. Thanks.
You'll surely brighten someone's
day!

Is there anyone here at Emanuel
who has knitting or crotchet
experience? The middle school girls
at Burns School have been asking to
learn. Sessions would take place
on Tuesday or Thursday
between 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. If you are
interested, please contact Pastor
Corgan. Thanks.

What’s it all about?
What is a Calumet Lutherhostel? What do you do there?
Lutherhostels are popular
gatherings held at Camp
Calumet on Lake Ossipee in
New Hampshire and are geared
for those who are 50 and older,
but all adults are welcome!
People come to enjoy the
good lodging, great food,
excellent program, and the
beauty of God’s creation in the
mountains and lakes of New
Hampshire.
The April Lutherhostel is over,
but it was wonderful! Please
take a look at the schedule below
and you’ll see what we did at this
Lutherhostel titled, “Today’s
Religious Landscape.”
Monday, April 11
11:00–12:30 Arrive and
check in at Calumet
12:30 Lunch
1:30 Welcome Session with Judy:
getting acquainted activities, singing
and devotions
2:30 Theme Session with our
chaplain, Pastor Bryan Leone
3:30 Walk to the Lake: “time to
stretch those legs!”
5:30 Dinner
7:00 Evening Program~ Hymn Sing
followed by games in the dining
room
Tuesday, April 12
7:45-8:30 Breakfast Buffet: Come to
breakfast anytime during these
hours.
8:30-9:00 Morning Walk
9:30 Devotions & Singing
9:45- 11:30 Morning Theme Session
with coffee break
11:30 Free Time
12:30 Lunch in the Conference
Center Dining
1:30 Free Time: walking, reading,
resting, sitting on the porch, card
games, etc.

4:00-5:00 Afternoon Theme Session
5:30 Dinner: New England Baked
Bean Supper
7:00 Evening Program~ Baked Beans
and Fried Clams: How Food Defines a
Region”
Wednesday, April 13
7:45-8:30 Breakfast Buffet: Come to
breakfast anytime during these
hours.
8:45 Field Trip to the Maine Jewish
Museum in Portland, Maine: A
museum celebrating Maine’s Jewish
art, history & culture in a restored
1921 Synagogue.
12:30 Lunch “on the Road” or at the
Conference Center for those
choosing not to go on the field trip
3:30 “ish” Return to camp and rest
time before dinner
5:30 Dinner
7:00 Evening Program ~ Devotions
followed by games and popcorn
Thursday, April 14
7:45-8:30 Breakfast Buffet: Come to
breakfast anytime during these
hours.
8:30-9:00 Morning Walk
9:30-10:30 Closing Theme Session
with Group Photo
11-11:30 Closing Worship
12:00 Lunch
Farewell and thanks for coming.
Please note:
• If your housing is in the
Conference Center or Village
Cabin, bedding and linens are
provided.
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• The food at Calumet is great! If
you have special dietary needs
please let us know. Vegetarian
options are always available.
Coffee, juice and fruit are
available all day.
• Comfortable, casual clothing is
appropriate.
• Bring plenty of warm outdoor
gear – it can get pretty chilly all
times of year in NH!

Coming October 2-5, 2016:
Fall Flavors Lutherhostel
Back by popular demand, Ellen
Stamps returns to lead her second
Fall Flavors Lutherhostel at Calumet.
Ellen Stamps is the author of My
Years with Corrie, an inspirational
book about her time as a nurse to
Corrie ten Boom, a Dutch Christian
who, along with her family members,
helped many Jews escape the Nazi
Holocaust during World War II. She
was imprisoned for her actions. Her
famous book, The Hiding Place,
describes the ordeal. Ellen will share
stories of her service to Corrie ten
Boom. In addition she’ll share
personal, spiritual moments of her
own life. This year
Ellen is bringing her
husband, Rev. Bob
Stamps. Ellen and Bob
are a lot of fun and
enjoy learning about
New England!

Camp Calumet
1090 Ossipee Lake Rd.
Freedom, NH 03836
603.539.4773

Contacts at
Emanuel for
Calumet
Lutherhostels:
Janet and John
Starkes

May
Sunday

1
Sixth Sunday of Easter

Monday

2

Tuesday

3
9:30 am: Staff
Meeting

Wednesday

4
7 pm:
Confirmation

8 and 10 am: Services
of Holy Communion
Prayers for Healing

9

10
9:30 am: Staff
Meeting

11
7 pm: 8th
Grade
Confirmation

8 and 10 am: Services
of Holy Communion
Holy Baptism of
Walter Thomas
Johnson

Happy Mother’s Day
16

8 and 10 am: Services
of Holy Communion

17
9:30 am: Staff
Meeting

Sunday School

18
6:30 pm:
Potluck for
Confirmands
Families and
Prayer Friends

At 10:00 am service:
Invitation to worship
with us, followed by an
Open House/Reception
in Luther Hall.

23

24
9:30 am: Staff
Meeting

25

Sunday School in
worship

Sunday School

13
Friday Night
Program
3:30 - 9:00 pm

14
10 am - 12 noon:
SPROUT in
Luther Hall/Gym

20
Friday Night
Program
3:30 - 9:00 pm

21
10 am - 12 noon:
SPROUT in
Luther Hall/Gym

27
Friday Night
Program
3:30 - 9:00 pm

28
10 am - 12 noon:
SPROUT in
Luther Hall/Gym

10 am: “Bible
Conversation,”
in the Nursery

10 am: “Bible
Conversation,”
in the Nursery

At 10 am: Affirmation
of Baptism

8 and 10 am: Services
of Holy Communion

Choir Rehearsals Please contact
Jonathan for
information
19
9:30 am: Prayer
Shawl Ministry and
Crafty Painters

26
9:30 am: Prayer
Shawl Ministry and
Crafty Painters

8 and 10 am: Services
of Holy Communion

29
Second Sunday
After Pentecost

Choir Rehearsals Please contact
Jonathan for
information
12
9:30 am: Prayer
Shawl Ministry and
Crafty Painters

Choir Rehearsals Please contact
Jonathan for
information

Deadline for
“God With Us”

22
The Holy Trinity

Saturday

7
10 am - 12 noon:
SPROUT in
Luther Hall/Gym

10 am: “Bible
Conversation,”
in the Nursery

Sunday School

15
Day of Pentecost

Friday

6
Friday Night
Program
3:30 - 9:00 pm

10 am: “Bible
Conversation,”
in the Nursery

Sunday School

8
Seventh Sunday of
Easter

Thursday

5
9:30 am: Prayer
Shawl Ministry and
Crafty Painters

Choir Rehearsals Please contact
Jonathan for
information
30
Church Office
Closed in
observance of
Memorial Day

31
9:30 am: Staff
Meeting
5 - 8:30 pm:
Emanuel to provide
MANNA Meal
at Christ Church
Cathedral
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11 am: Memorial
Service for
Doug Johnson

Bible
Readings

For the Month
of May

May 1 - Sixth Sunday of Easter,
“Faith, Hope, and Love”
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
May 8 - Seventh Sunday of Easter,
“Death Swallowed in Life”
1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57
May 15 - Day of Pentecost,
“Gifts of the Spirit”
Acts 2:1-4, Ezekiel 37:1-14
May 22 - The Holy Trinity,
Confirmands will choose the
readings for this Sunday.
May 29 - Second Sunday after
Pentecost
“Bread of Life”
John 6:35-40, 47-51

Birthdays and Anniversaries are
noted each month for persons
who are:




80 years of age and every year
thereafter.
Married for 50 years and every
year thereafter.

Special Emanuel Birthdays
During May!
Frederick Hazard, Jr. - May 10
Elisabeth Rydinge - May 10
Inge Levin - May 29
Virginia Smith - May 31

Special Emanuel Anniversaries
During May!
Ingrid and Burt Hedling - May 4,
59th Anniversary
Gail and Frederick Hazard, Jr.
May 15, 51st Anniversary
Janet and John Starkes - May 23,
52nd Anniversary
Joan and Bill Farquhar - May 28,
50th Anniversary

Apostle is derived from the
Greek word, pronounced
ap-os-tol-os, which means
messenger, or ambassador
WANTED: 21st Century Apostles,
to serve as Assisting Ministers no fishing license required!
Job Requirements: The desire
to serve the congregation of
Emanuel Lutheran and to lead the
congregation in prayer. No age
limits. No experience necessary.
Employer is willing to train.
We are looking for a few good men
and women who are willing to serve
our congregation in the role of
Assisting Minister. The Assisting
Minister’s main role is that of
intercessor – that is to lead the
congregation in reciting the Creed
and praying for the concerns for the
whole world, the Church on earth
and the people gathered for
worship. The Assisting Minister also
helps with the celebration of Holy
Communion and Baptism. It is a role
of honor to serve our Lord and to
assist our congregation in that
service.
You might ask, “Why me?’ “Why
should I volunteer?” Or you might
say, “That’s too scary!” “ I don’t
want to stand in front and have
everyone looking at me!” “What if I
make a mistake?”
“Why me?” In the Evangelical
Lutheran Church, all of us as
baptized Christians are called in one
form or another to be ministers of
our faith by serving God and one
another.
“Why should I volunteer?” Each of
us has unique gifts to give as
ministers of our faith and for those

13

whose gifts include leadership; this
is a role that provides the volunteer
with an opportunity – the
opportunity to serve as an
intercessor for our community of
faith by leading the prayers of
intercession and facilitating the
congregation’s response. In this role
as a servant leader you will deepen
your own faith as you lead others on
the journey of faith we share
together.
“What if I make a mistake?” We all
make mistakes, but most likely – no
one, but you will know. Each time
you have the opportunity to serve in
this role, you will grow in confidence
and ability. You are not alone; you
are guided by the Holy Spirit who
works through the faith of our
community.
By offering your gift of leadership,
you will be filled with a grace and
blessing that comes from giving and
receiving God’s word in the name of
Jesus.
If you are interested, please contact
Janice Favreau either by phone:
860-978-1681 or email at:
jefavreau@cox.net
If Jesus called you today, what
would be your answer?

Calling All E-mail Addresses
Please be sure to keep the parish
office updated with your most
current email address. More and
more communications are sent out
through electronic means rather
than paper mailings. If you have
any questions, please contact
Karen at office@
emanuelhartford.org.
Thank you.

The Altar Flower Form is on page
15 of this newsletter.

The Samaritan Fund
Just to remind you, the loose
offering received on the first Sunday
of the month goes to the Samaritan
Fund. The Samaritan Fund,
administered by Pastor Corgan,
is used to assist people in need.

need to a degree not known for
many years. Here, as elsewhere,
people are looking anxiously toward
the future and wondering what will
come next.”

The Emanuel
Archives
Emanuel in the
years of distress,
the Great
Depression

by John Starkes

The Prayer Shawl Ministry
Please remember, there are always
prayer shawls available for anyone in
need of this symbol of love and
caring. Speak to Helen Johnson (860649-6661) or Karen in the church
office.

New Flower Chart
In order to encourage people to sign
up for altar flower donations, please
note the “Flower Chart” on the
bulletin board near the kitchen in
Luther Hall. You may use this chart
to pick a Sunday, or Sundays, when
you would like to donate altar
flowers. Checks (indicating the date
for flowers on the memo line) may be
sent to the church office or placed in
the offering plate with the form from
the blue sheet. We hope to have
flower donations for every Sunday of
the year! Thanks for your help.

Please visit our website at:
www.emanuelhartford.org
The website can be added as a
button on your SmartPhone or
tablet. Recent updates to the
website include Sermons, FAQ’s,
and Newsletters.
Listen to MP3 files:
http://emanuelhartford.org/worship/
sermons/
Here's the FAQ (Frequently Asked
Questions) link to our website:
http://emanuelhartford.org/
aboutus/faqs/
The Calendar is on page 9 of our
newsletter, “God With Us.”
Please contact Becki Murphy at
becki.murphy@emanuelhartford.org
if you have any questions.

In the fall of 2008 our country
witnessed a huge financial problem
in our U.S. economy, and all too
quickly a burden for the world’s
economic affairs as well.
Conversations focused on the awful
crash of 1929. The uncertainties of
our time go far beyond the memories
of the past. The good thing we have
now is the technological response
we have for urgent actions our
government can take to stem the
tide of certain disaster.
Emanuel entered the thirties with the
same questions we have today
following the crash of 1929. Our
pastor was Julius Hulteen, and our
voice in the community was still
mostly Swedish in worship. From our
book, God With Us, by Norma
Westlund Sandberg, we find much
detail of the congregation starting
with 1930.
Pastor writes, “The year has been
marked by bad conditions - not only
in our beloved country, but in the
world at large. A severe business
depression has prevailed throughout
the year throwing millions of people
out of work and causing untold
distress and misery.”
Of the year 1931 he wrote, “The
world has been out of balance; its
leaders struggling desperately to
right the situation; they seem to be
helpless against the destructive
forces at work. In our country, there
are said to be more than eight million
men and women who honestly seek
work without finding it. Our own city
of Hartford, though not one of the
darkest spots in the country, has
experienced unemployment and
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During the period of time Pastor
Hulteen became seriously ill and that
kept him in the hospital for several
months, unable to even walk, and
confined to his home for many more.
While he does not identify the illness,
he considered it as life threatening
and similar to the problems affecting
the legs and walking ability of
President Roosevelt who had polio
and was confined to a wheelchair
while in office.
A letter written by Pastor at the
start of 1932 thanked the Board of
Trustees for their good efforts with
the church and urged them onward
in more difficult times ahead. He
wrote, “Now at the turn of the year,
you are facing the problem caused
by the bank where we have our
accounts. I know you will act
deliberately and wisely in this
emergency also.
Later in the year of 1932, Pastor
writes of his illness that kept him
confined for nearly a year. He writes,
“The sun and fresh air have been
good for my health and my strength
seems to be returning.
Pastor returned to the pulpit of
Emanuel in September to the great
joy and relief of the congregation,
the prayers had been answered. But
he also referred to the days of our
country and that of the world as
“truly terrifying.”

Hands On Hartford thanks
Emanuel for the monthly gift of
$916.66. This gift will help provide
food, housing and related services
for families struggling to make
ends meet.

Serving in
May
Acolyte and Crucifer
May 1
Addison Fastiggi
Hannah Karim
May 8
Delanie Halstead
Brynn Murphy
May 15
Harrison Arcand
Noah Fairchild
May 22
Sam Johnson
Maya Johnson
May 29
Brynn Murphy
Charles Sinche
Altar Flowers
May 1
Open
May 8
Open
May 15
Open
May 22
Open
In honor of our
May 29
50th Anniversary
on May 28,
given by Joan and
Bill Farquhar.
In memory of Bror
and Margaret
Peterson and
daughter, Bonnie,
given by their
families.
Assisting Ministers
May 1
Alan Meeds
May 8
Janice Favreau
May 15
Lynne Strecker
May 22
Mal Doyle
May 29
Janice Favreau
Children’s Library
May 1
Diane Troutman
May 8
Diane Troutman
May 15
Diane Troutman
May 22
Closed
May 29
Deborah Corgan

Coffee Hour
May 1

Nowak and Bellis
families
May 8
Curt and Tracy
Anderson and
family,
Marjorie Johnson,
Alan Meeds
May 15
Open House Retirement Planning
Committee
May 22
Affirmation of
Baptism,
Confirmation Day Seventh Grade
families
May 29
Tony and Brenna
Fastiggi and family,
Grant and Jan
Kiehne and family
Communion Preparers
May 1
Val and Craig
McDonald
May 8
Open
May 15
Lynne Strecker
May 22
Marjorie Johnson
May 29
Joan Feldmann and
Eileen Mitchell
Greeters
May 1
Lois House and
Elinor McCue
May 8
Brian and Monica
Swanson - Meredith,
Geneva and Brian
May 15
Ruth Jeanfaivre and
Lorraine McCann
May 22
Bill and Joan
Farquhar
May 29
Chris and Claudia
Bellis
Lectors - 8:00 a.m.
May 1
Becky Thomas
May 8
Monique Jennings
May 15
Rosie Vojtek

May 22
Bob Vojtek
May 29
Kathy Haller
Lectors - 10:00 a.m.
May 1
Glenna Brodnicki
May 8
Janice Favreau
May 15
Mebret Farquhar
May 22
Confirmation Day
May 29
Kurt and Braden
Hazard
Sound and Recording
May 1
Emma Barresi
May 8
Eric Carlson
May 15
Rhiannon
Kiersznowski
May 22
Kelly Caldwell
May 29
Lindsey Anderson
Sunday School Aide Schedule
May 1
PreSchool - Kindergarten:
Samantha Johnson
Grades 1 and 2: Luke Johnson
Grades 3 and 4: Jacob Johnson
Grade 5: volunteer needed
May 8
PreSchool - Kindergarten:
Lindsey Anderson
Grades 1 and 2: Lindsay Altschuler
Grades 3 and 4: Rhiannon
Kiersznowski
Grade 5: volunteer needed
May 15
PreSchool - Kindergarten:
Ally Graulich
Grades 1 and 2: Matt Graulich
Grades 3 and 4: Lindsay Varney
Grade 5: volunteer needed
Ushers
8:00 a.m.:Bill Kasmarzyk
10:00 a.m.:
Head Usher: Arnie Benson
Ushers: Richard Berg, John Ogilvie,
David Stetson

Altar Flowers—$45.00
Please use the form below for a flower donation and place it in
the offering plate or mail it to the church office. Thank you.

In Honor/Memory of: ______________________________
_______________________________________________

Today’s Date: __________________________________

Given by: ______________________________________

Date for Flowers: ________________________________

Phone Number: _________________________________
Questions? Call the Church Office 525-0894
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Periodical

God With Us
Emanuel Lutheran Church
311 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, CT 06106

Postage Paid at Hartford, CT

Address Service Requested

L U T H E R A N

C H U R C H

Emanuel Lutheran Church
Opposite the State Capitol Grounds
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Pastor John Corgan: Cell Phone: 860-712-1895
Church Office: 860-525-0894
Fax: 860-246-3720
Sunday Worship Schedule
8:00 a.m. in the Chapel
10:00 a.m. in the Church
Sunday School
Sunday School begins after the
Children’s Message at the
10:00 a.m. worship service.

