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From the Pastor: 
 

The Power of the Call. . . 
To Be Led Where You Did Not 
Intend to Go 

 

As Jesus walked by the Sea of 
Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon, who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, casting  
a net into the sea - for they were 
fishermen. And he said to them, 
"Follow me, and I will make you fish 
for people." Immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. As 
Jesus went from there he saw two 
other brothers, James and John,  
in the boat with their father 
Zebedee, mending their nets, and 
he called them. Immediately they 
left the boat and their father, and 
followed him. (Matthew 4:18-22) 

 

I think it started sometime in  
1994. . .this feeling that there was 
something else God wanted me to 
do with my life. The feeling was 
vague at first - a sense of being out 
of place. At the time I was an 
executive manager at the National 
Security Agency (NSA) and I loved  
my job.  But still. . .there was this 
feeling.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The feeling continued to grow. Then, 
in 1995, my husband Danny and I 
were offered positions in England. I 
thought to myself, “This is good. 
We’ll go overseas for a few years 
and I’ll figure out what God wants 
me to do.”  Well, four years later we 
moved back to the States and I still 
didn’t have the answers I was 
looking for. I still didn’t know what 
God wanted me to do, where God 
wanted me to go. 
 

So I waited. I kept saying to God, 
“O.k., I know there’s something else 
you want me to do. Just show me 
the job and I’ll go.” After all. . .we 
had a mortgage, a car payment, 
teenagers (you know how much they 
 

eat!), and a lifestyle we enjoyed. I 
couldn’t just quit without another 
source of income. Or could I? 

 

I talked with family, friends, and with 
my pastors –but they obviously 
couldn’t give me answers. Until 
Danny - the one person who had 
been with me on this journey from 
the start, and who understood my 
“control issues” - reminded me that 
there are times when God calls 
people to “go” without telling them 
where they’re being led.  I didn’t like 
that answer.  I mean I’m all for 
spontaneity, but please – let’s be 
reasonable. So, I waited. But no job 
offer miraculously appeared and 
nothing happened to give me any 
clearer direction as to where God 
wanted me to go.  
 

Until one Sunday in the Fall of 2000, 
when - after listening to a sermon on 
(you guessed it) God’s call - we sang 
the hymn Here I am, Lord and it 
touched my heart in a very deep 
way.  I went home feeling changed, 
and knew I needed to spend time 
alone in prayer. As I listened for that  
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From the Pastor: 
The Power of the Call. . . 
To Be Led Where You Did Not 
Intend to Go  
(Continued) 
 
still, small voice - it wasn’t long 
before I understood that if I really 
believed God had other plans for 
me, then I needed to give up trying 
to control God’s plan. I needed to 
resign from my position, and trust 
that God’s plan for my life would be 
revealed.  
 

So I did. And so it was. 
 

So let’s see, that realization took me 
only - what? - about 6 years. So 
perhaps you can understand why, 
when I read Matthew 4:18-22 and 
hear that Peter, Andrew, James and 
John responded to Jesus’ call 
IMMEDIATELY - no second guessing, 
no delays - I’m nothing less than 
blown away! These four “average 
Joes” abandon the life they know - 
leave everything behind - and follow 
Jesus to who knows where!  
Unbelievable! 
 

Unbelievable?  Not really.  My 
friends - this is the power of God’s 
call!   
 

And while Peter, Andrew, James and 
John might have been the first to 
experience the power of this call. . . 
they were far from the last. There 
were the other eight apostles, and 
there was Mary Magdalene, Lazarus, 
Martha, Mary, and hundreds of 
disciples that followed Jesus during 
his ministry on earth. And after 
Jesus’ death – there were more.  
Paul and his co-workers in the early 
church - Barnabus, Lydia, Timothy, 
Titus, Priscilla and Aquila. And 
through the ages there have been 
many more. . .the reformers - Martin 
Luther, John Wesley, and John 
Calvin. And later there was Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, Peter Marshall, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., C.S. Lewis, Mother 
Theresa, and others.  Finally leading 
all the way to me. . .and to you! 

People of Emanuel - we are on a 
faith journey; and, as part of that 
journey, we will be trying to discern 
God’s call – as individuals, and as the  
congregation of Emanuel Lutheran 
Church. We will be listening for that 
“still, small voice” of the Holy Spirit – 
as we share our stories, our hopes 
and dreams, our fears and concerns. 
It will be a blessed journey, but most 
likely not an easy one. There are 
risks involved, and the road won’t 
always be clear. As we go along, 
we’ll be asked to change the way we 
think. We’ll be called out of our 
comfort zones. We’ll have lots of 
questions, and there may be times 
that our fears tempt us to doubt 
God’s plan. We won’t always know 
where we’re being led.   
 

But I’ve learned it’s o.k. to not have 
all the answers. That faith isn’t about 
my wisdom or understanding, or 
about what always seems 
reasonable or logical. It’s about trust 
in God!  And once you embrace your 
call, it’s an incredible journey full of 
twists and turns, and surprises and 
blessings. 
 

O.k. so it may take us a little longer 
than Peter, Andrew, James and John. 
We may not go “immediately.” We 
may ask alot of questions and take a 
few detours. But God is faithful; God 
doesn’t give up on us.  And one day, 
when we truly allow ourselves to be 
led - we will know the power of 
God’s call. . .and what once seemed 
“unbelievable” or “improbable” ... 
will just make faith-filled sense. 
 

I’d like to share a quote with you – 
one that has been a very meaningful 
part of my faith journey. You will 
hear it often as I am hoping you can 
embrace it with your heart and your 
head so that it will strengthen our 
faith when the going gets rough - “A 
sign of God is that you will be led 
where you did not intend to go.” 
This “leading” is not only about 
where God may unexpectedly take  
 
 

us - like to serve as Interim Pastor of 
a congregation in Hartford, 
Connecticut - but it’s also about how  
God challenges our thinking and 
grows our faith in new and exciting 
ways.  
 

At least that’s been my experience… 
 

So my brothers and sisters in Christ, 
let’s answer our call. . .following 
wherever God might be leading us. 
Let’s try not to worry about the what 
or where or how or why. . .but just 
listen and pray and follow. We can 
do this, together, with God to help 
and guide us! All will be revealed in 
God’s time. I promise.  
 

More importantly. . .God promises.  
 

Grace & Peace! 
Pastor Hammons 
 
 

The schedule for SPROUT 2016-
2017 is now available.   
Everyone who has signed up to help 
should have received the schedule 
by email, regular mail or in the 
cookie containers located in the 
Luther Hall Kitchen.  The schedule is 
also posted in Luther Hall on the 
bulletin board.  If you have not 
received the schedule, please 
contact Terri Dwyer 
at  terri.dwyer@comcast.net. We 
look forward to the program starting 
on October 15, 2016. 

 
Our SPROUT program has 
finished for the season, but the 
bike collection will be an ongoing 
effort throughout the summer.   

If you have a bike to donate to 
a church neighborhood youth, 
please contact Bob or Matt Graulich 
at (860)523-9608 or at 
bobgraulich@gmail.com. 

 
 

mailto:terri.dwyer@comcast.net
mailto:bobgraulich@gmail.com
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Sunday School 
Begins 
September 11! 
 
We are excited about another fun 
year of growing in faith together! 
 We have a fantastic group of 

teachers who are passionate about 
sharing God’s love and growing 
disciples who will share that love. 
 We’ll continue to follow the 

Narrative Lectionary so our Sunday 
School experience strengthens the 
Worship/Sunday School/Home 
connection. 

 

This month families will receive the 
“Covenant for Continuing 
Partnership in Faith Education” by 
email. This covenant not only 
communicates a necessary 
partnership, but it also gives vital 
information to the teachers that 
helps them provide a comfortable 
and safe environment for your 
children. The parental permission 
information must be updated and 
signed each year to comply with our 
Safe Church Policy. 
 

God works for good.  
 

As adults, we may be feeling anxious 
about the tense and difficult times 
we are living in. Although resilient, 
children can take their cues from the 
adults in their lives and detect a 
sense of hopelessness. How will we 
guide their hearts and minds as they 
look for reassurance? 
 

The stories at the beginning of the 
narrative arc of the Bible show us a 
God who cares for and loves all of 
creation. But we also see a world 
broken by sin and its effects. The Old 
Testament stories we’ll explore this 
fall will remind us that even when 
there is sadness, we can always find 
God’s love and care. 
 

When we place our trust in God we 
can be happy in God’s promise of 
peace and never-ending love. 
Reminded that God only and always 

works for good, we experience God’s 
desire for us to be agents of comfort 
and healing in God’s world. Resting in 
God’s promises, children are able to 
deeply and beautifully trust Jesus 
while simultaneously wondering, 
asking questions, and wanting to 
understand more about God.  
 

Emanuel’s Sunday School teachers 
are blessed to partner with parents in 
the faith formation of their children. 
This year’s gifted group includes: 
Preschool – Kindergarten: Elizabeth 
Kieschnick and Jim Flanders, Silvana 
Carreon 
Grades 1 and 2: Natalie Fulmer, 
Hilarie Orton 
Grades 3 and 4: Deepak Pedada, 
Shannon Graulich 
Grade 5: Linnea Bloomquist, Katie 
Protulis  
 

This year’s journey through the 
stories of God’s people and God’s 
never-failing love begins on Sunday, 
September 11 at 9:30 a.m. with an 
Open House in each of the 
classrooms. This gives children and 
parents an opportunity to meet their 
teachers and explore the spaces 
where they’ll be learning, playing, 
and discovering together. 
 

During the 10:00 a.m. worship 
service, the 3 year olds will receive 
their Prayer Pillows, and the 3rd 
Graders will receive their Bibles. 
 

We’ll continue to have  
occasional Sundays  
throughout the year 
when the children 
remain in worship so 
that all ages can share 
together in 
cross+generational 
opportunities to find 
themselves in God’s 
story. 
 

We have a few 
individuals who are 
eager to take on part  
of the work to  

help make the Nativity Festival 
happen this year. If you are someone 
who would like to help make the 
festival happen, I would be so happy 
to hear from you 
(natalie.bloomquist@emanuelhartfor
d.org). We’ll need more help to be 
able to offer this proclamation of the 
birth of our Savior. If we have a 
sufficient response by the end of this 
month, the Nativity Festival will be 
presented on December 18.  
 

First Communion instruction will be 
offered to the 3rd graders and their 
families in the spring. They will 
receive their First Communion during 
the Maundy Thursday worship 
service.  
 

Reminder: the box of Sunday School 
offering envelopes received last 
January has envelopes for each 
Sunday through December 2016. 
Preschoolers will receive envelopes 
on the first day of class. 
 

Last note: Please read next month’s 
newsletter and be on the lookout for 
special emails with information 
regarding any impact the Accessibility 
Project construction may have on our 
use of the Sunday School classrooms. 
 

May you and “Flat Jesus”enjoy these 
last weeks of summer! 
 

Please see page 7 for the article ,  
“Blessing of the Backpacks (and other 
items)!” 

 

Sunday 
School News 
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Confirmation 
News 

Parents of Toddlers 
If your child has or will turn three 
years of age by December 31, 2016, 
he or she may be ready to start 
Sunday School at Emanuel.  Please 
contact Natalie Bloomquist at 
natalie.bloomquist@ 
emanuelhartford.org to learn  
more or to register your toddler. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation for 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade families begins October 5. 

6th grade families meet for  
light supper and “Entering 
Confirmation” conversation on  
Wednesday, September 21. 

After hearing  
about Emanuel’s 
confirmation 
ministry, 
Intentional Interim 
Pastor, Maria 
Hammons, can’t 
wait to be a part  
of our gatherings  
where middle school youth and their 
parents engage in the big questions 
of faith and life together. It’s going to 
be a great year! 

While our basic schedule will 
continue to be the first and third 
Wednesdays of the month from 7:00 
p.m. to 8:15 p.m., we’ll be a little off 
schedule with a gathering on the fifth 
Wednesday in November and only 
one gathering in December. Families 
will receive schedule details and the 
Acolyte/Crucifer Schedule via email 
later this month. 

Because we received lots of positive 
comments about exploring the 
upcoming Sunday’s Narrative 
Lectionary story, we’ll continue to use 
the Narrative Lectionary as our 
biblical foundation. It was clear that 

the time spent in conversation and 
exploration during our gatherings 
enhanced engagement with God’s 
Word during worship and encouraged 
deeper connections between faith 
and everyday living. 

Throughout the year we’ll build on 
our biblical foundation with closer 
looks at the Ten Commandments, the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed, 
and Reformation history. We’ll 
identify service opportunities where 
we can challenge and support each 
other to step up and outside of our 
comfort zones to truly serve our 
neighbor. While these efforts and 
practices should be part of all 
Christians’ lives, they are particularly 
helpful as we prepare for the “goal” 
or the “end” of confirmation. What 
do I mean? 

Well, at the culmination of three 
years of confirmation ministry, youth 
stand before God and the 
congregation and make five promises: 

 to live among God’s faithful 
people, 

 to hear the word of God and 
share in the Lord’s supper, 

 to proclaim the good news of 
God in Christ through word and 
deed, 

 to serve all people, following 
the example of Jesus, and 

 to strive for justice and peace 
in all the earth. 

 

Our study, our conversation, and our 
experiences are intended to help 
them be prepared to do these things 
and keep these promises. 

Tentative date for Affirmation of 
Baptism is Sunday, May 21, 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

THREE Prayer Friends Needed! 

             by Natalie Bloomquist  

Each student in Emanuel’s 
Confirmation ministry has a secret 
Prayer Friend who remains with him 
or her throughout the three years of 
confirmation instruction. Through 
prayer, the Prayer Friend has an 
impact on the life of the student 
through intercession to God. Prayer 
Friends pray regularly for their 
assigned confirmation student and 
send simple correspondence and 
special wishes on birthdays, 
baptismal anniversaries and holidays. 
Their identity remains a secret for 
three years until they are revealed 
just days before Affirmation of 
Baptism Sunday.  

Would you consider serving as a 
prayer friend? Early adolescence is a 
difficult time, and the academic and 
social pressures society places on our 
middle school youth are tremendous. 
You can make a difference in their 
lives by keeping them intentionally in 
prayer and reminding them that Jesus 
is with them always, and that they are 
in your thoughts and, most 
importantly, your prayers.  

The benefits of this ministry flow 
both ways. God created us to be in 
relationship with others, and this 
ministry not only brings joy to  
both the Prayer Friend and the 
confirmation youth but also meaning 
and a depth of faith that comes from 
regular, simple, down-to-earth 
prayer. 

There is no standard profile for a 
Prayer Friend! They are individuals, 
couples, families and friends teaming 
together to serve. All are important 
and meaningful partners in this 
ministry.  

Please call, e-mail or speak with me at 
church for more information or to 
offer your service.  

mailto:Natalie.bloomquist@emanuelhartford.org
mailto:Natalie.bloomquist@emanuelhartford.org
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DATE EVENT/VENUE TIME NOTES 

AUGUST 14, ’16 Retreat/Outdoor Adventures 
@ Brownstone Quarry,  
Portland CT 

  
12 - 4 p.m. 

An opportunity to encourage 
youth to be healthy through 
outdoor activities, and to gain 
a deeper appreciation for  
nature. 

AUGUST 28, ‘16 Ice Cream & Coffee Back-To-
School Party 

  
11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

This event is intended to  
help youth get ready for  
the new school year by  
reconnecting with peers in 
celebration of the end of  
summer. 

SEPT. 9-11, ‘16 
  
  

Hammonasset 2016 - New 
England Youth Gathering @ 
Camp Calumet, Freedom, NH 

ALL WEEKEND (Fri. - Sun.) 
  
Camp Calumet, Freedom, NH 

THEME:  “Grace Full” - The 
question to consider in 
preparation for this event is, 
Where do you find Grace at 
work in your life? This is an 
event of faith formation and 
spiritual nourishment. 

SEPT. 25, ‘16 Youth Meeting - Ice Breaker 
Games & Basketball in the 
GYM 

 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  Indoor activities, games and 
pizza fellowship with other 
youth. 

OCT. 22-23, ’16 2018 Youth Gathering Fund 
Drive 

Oct. 22: 12-7 p.m. prep 
  
Oct. 23: 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Youth will coordinate among 
themselves and carry out a 
fund drive to raise fund for the 
upcoming June 27-July 1, 2018 
National Youth Gathering in 
Houston, TX 

NOV. 12-13, ‘16 Youth Group Lock-In at 
Emanuel (Sleep Over) 

Nov. 12 @ 4 p.m. thru Nov. 13 
@ 11 a.m. 

Youth will engage one  
another in faith formation  
activities and movies. Youth 
will have supper and breakfast 
together. 

*Please mark your calendars with these scheduled events/activities for ELC Youth Group. 
Parents are encouraged to attend most of these events/activities with their children, if they can. 

We will keep you posted about any further updates.  Please contact me with any questions or clarifications at  
dominic.smyth@emanuelhartford.org or 215-820-9113 / ELC Office: 860-293-0870 

Emanuel Hartford Youth Group Calendar (Grade 6-12), August - November, 2016 

“Christ in our Home” 
Be sure to look in the back of the Nave, outside the Chapel and in Luther Hall on 
Sundays.  There you will find the July, August, September complimentary issue of 
Christ in our Home, a wonderful devotional that offers daily opportunities for 
reflection and prayer.  Each day provides a short Bible text with a brief, thoughtful 
message and simple prayer.  

mailto:dominic.smyth@emanuelhartford.org
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In August “Thursday Bible 
Conversation” will not meet.   

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry will not be 
meeting at the church in August.  

 
The Friday Night Program will 
not be held in August. 

 
The State Parking Lot 
 

 

The State parking lot now has 
automated gates at both entrances. 
They will be in operating (down/
closed) position between 6:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.  The gate arms will be in the 
up/open position after 3:00 - 4:00 
p.m. each day, in the evenings, and 
on Saturday and Sunday.  There will 
be a number posted if there are any 
issues after hours.  So, Emanuel 
members and visitors shouldn’t have 
any problems parking on Sunday 
mornings! 
 
 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT PROGRAM HELP 
NEEDED  
As many of you know, the FNP  
(as it is abbreviated) has long  
been run by Judy Johnson who is 
now undergoing treatment for 
cancer.  Judy has faithfully opened 
the door to neighborhood youth to 
play basketball in our gym for well 
over thirty years.  Since she is not 
currently able to be at the program, 
we are asking for your help in 
keeping this important program 
going.  The program runs most every 
Friday (with the exception of the 
month of August, St. Lucia night, 
Good Friday and other conflicts due 
to bad weather, etc) from 3:30-9:00 
and takes place in our gym where 
basketball is played.  Realizing that it 
might be difficult to get someone 
who would come every week for 
that length of time, we would like to 
break it into two sessions, 3:30-6:00 
and 6:00-9:00.  We need volunteers 
(at least one per session, two would 
be great) to sit and greet the young 
men as they come in. The church 
(through the Sandberg Mission 
Fund) pays for someone to be there 

from 3:30-9:00 upstairs in the 
gym  with the basketball 
players.  You as a volunteer would sit 
at the landing in the Parish Building 
(just up from the door off the back 
parking lot), put out snacks that are 
provided, and be a friendly face from 
Emanuel.  The kids sign in, and you 
would make sure that is done.  Smile 
and get to know them.  It is easy 
duty while you provide a service for 
our neighborhood youth.  You could 
come with a friend and share 
conversation or a game.  The  
church has wifi, so you could bring 
your computer or device and be 
productive while you sit and 
greet.  We are hoping that there are 
many of you who would be willing to 
sign up for a session once a month 
to provide coverage for this 
important program.  Emanuel prides 
itself on being a good neighbor, and 
this program has a long running 
history with the neighborhood. 
There will be a sign-up chart down 
in Luther Hall.  Please consider 
signing up for once a month,  
either the early or later session. 
Everyone's help is needed to  
keep the FNP going.  Please note: 
The FNP is not open in August. 
 
 

The Craft Fair is Coming! 
The Craft Fair is Coming! 
Saturday, October 29, 2016 
 

If you have a special craft that you 
do, please consider donating items 
to Emanuel's annual craft fair.  As  
in the past, your special donations 
make the FAIR unique and 
interesting.  Home crafters are a 
welcome addition to the work that 
the Tuesday and Thursday crafters 
accomplish.  Contact Judy Johnson 
(rjmets@sbcglobal.net or 860- 
953-3064) if you are interested.   
Thank you in advance. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing of the Backpacks (and other items)! 
 

Sunday, August 28 during 10:00 a.m. Worship 

All children, youth, and adults are invited to bring backpacks, 
brief cases, computer bags, tool boxes – whatever will be a 
part of a new learning adventure for you this year. 
 

Bring along friends and neighbors who will appreciate the 
opportunity to hear God’s Word of blessing and assurance 
that Jesus is always with us. Let’s celebrate new beginnings 
and God’s gifts of curiosity, wonder, and growth! 
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A Well-Deserved Send Off 
 

In June, Emanuel members and 
friends bid fond farewell and 
Godspeed to Senior Pastor John 
Corgan and Deborah.  In addition to 
the retirement purse of $15,000 
from individual contributions as well 
as the gift of the 2008 Toyota Camry, 
Pastor was honored with a framed 
photo of Emanuel against the 
Hartford skyline, a new ficus tree, a 
basketball signed by many of 
Emanuel’s children, and a guest 
book capturing the names and best 
wishes of many who attended 
multiple farewell events.  On June 
19, his last Sunday at Emanuel, 
Pastor Corgan’s formal portrait (by 
Patti Swanson Photography) was 
unveiled, and will soon join the six 
other senior pastor portraits in the 
Parish Building.  The portrait is now 
on display in Luther Hall – check it 
out on Sunday! 
 

 

Memorial Garden 
 

If you haven’t had the opportunity yet, 
take a stroll through the newly 
renovated memorial garden and 
courtyard.  Several varieties of white 
Hydrangeas along with red roses, 
Astilbe and lavender Nepeta are now 
in bloom.  Enjoy a resting spot on the 
granite memorial bench, or take a 
moment to read the many engraved 
pavers honoring people and 
committees of Emanuel. 
 

And thanks go to our garden 
volunteers who offer their time and 
green thumbs in caring for Emanuel’s 
planted areas each week! 
(You’ll notice that one of our new 
flowering dogwoods, to the right of 
the parish building entrance, did not 
do well; it will be replaced by the 
landscape contractor as soon as 
weather permits.) 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Coming October 2-5, 2016:  
Fall Flavors Lutherhostel at 
Camp Calumet, New Hampshire 
 

Back by popular demand, Ellen 
Stamps returns to lead her second 
Fall Flavors Lutherhostel at Calumet. 
Ellen Stamps is the author of My 
Years with Corrie, an inspirational 
book about her time as a nurse to 
Corrie ten Boom, a Dutch Christian 
who, along with her family 
members, helped many Jews escape 
the Nazi Holocaust during World 
War II. She was imprisoned for her 
actions. Her famous book, The 
Hiding Place,  describes the ordeal.  
Ellen will share stories of her service 
to Corrie ten Boom. In addition she’ll 
share personal, spiritual moments of 
her own life. This year Ellen is 
bringing her husband, Rev. Bob 
Stamps. Ellen and Bob are a lot of 
fun and enjoy learning about New 
England!  Please contact Janet and 
John Starkes at 860-561-2897 for 
more information. 
 
 

Faith Budget 
 

The faith budget is that portion of 
our operating budget that both 
enables Emanuel to meet its ministry 
commitments and provides 
opportunity for each us to share 
over and above our regular pledges. 
For 2015, the budget approved at 
the annual meeting includes a faith 
budget line item of $37,000.  
 

We encourage you to consider this 
opportunity prayerfully, and to make 
donations as you're able.  
 

A Reminder from Pastor Corgan: 
 

Regarding my retirement, as a Pastor 
of the ELCA, I want you to be aware 
of certain agreements that I have 
entered into with the New England 
Synod and the Church Council of 
Emanuel. These are standard 
expectations of retiring clergy. After 
June 30, 2016, I transferred my 
membership from Emanuel to 
another ELCA congregation. Also,  
I am not available to conduct or 
participate in events such as 
baptisms, weddings, funerals, 
hospital calls, emergency calls or  
any other pastoral functions. I 
appreciate your help in honoring  
this agreement. 
 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries are 
noted each month for persons  
who are: 

 80 years of age and every year  

thereafter. 

 Married for 50 years and every  

year thereafter. 

 
Special Emanuel Birthdays  
During August 
 

Robert Brown - August 3 

Emerrene Bailey - August 8 

Virginia Morse - August 9 

Walter Ekwall - August 10 

Rudolph Gaydos - August 10 

Jean F. Bronson - August 11 

Abby Stadtlander - August 11 

Jeannette Urban - August 18 

Ramona Pergande - August 29 

 

Special Emanuel  
Anniversaries During August 
 

Mary and Donald Sondergeld -  
August 3, 59th 
 

Chet and Glenna Brodnicki 
August 20, 50th 
 

For the Month  
of August 
 

 

August 7 - Twelfth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6  
Psalm: 33:12-22  
Second Reading:  
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16  
Gospel: Luke 12:32-40  
 

August 14 - Thirteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
First Reading: Jeremiah 23:23-29 
Psalm: Psalm 82 
Second Reading:  
Hebrews 11:29—12:2 
Gospel: Luke 12:49-56 
 
August 21 - Fourteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
First Reading: Isaiah 58:9b-14 
Psalm: Psalm 103:1-8 
Second Reading: Hebrews 12:18-29 
Gospel: Luke 13:10-17 
 

August 28 - Fifteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
First Reading: Proverbs 25:6-7 
Psalm: Psalm 112 
Second Reading:  
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14 
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The Altar Flower Form is on page 
15 of this newsletter. 

 

Bible  
Readings 



 

 

10 

 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  
G R A D U A T E S  

 

High School Graduates 
 

Emma Barresi graduated from 
Portland High School on June 9 and, 
after working at camp this summer,  
will be attending Roger Williams 
University in RI in the fall. 
 

Kyle Bellis has graduated from South 
Windsor High School and will be 
attending the University of Rhode 
Island in the fall. 

 

Jacob Johnson has graduated and 
will be attending the University of 
Miami, studying mathematics and 
biology on a pre-med track. 
 

College Graduates 
 

Greta Gabriel graduated in May 
from the University of Southern 
California, School of Cinematic Arts, 
with a B.A., cum laude, in Cinematic 
Arts, Critical Studies.  This month, 
Greta begins working for William 
Morris Endeavor talent agency in 
Beverly Hills. 
 

Tessa Wunder graduated in May 
from the University of Hartford  
with a BA, magna cum laude, in 
Communications with a focus on 
public relations and advertising. 
 

Graduate School 
 

Diana Sherman received her Doctor 
of Philosophy in Educational Studies 
on April 30, 2016 from the University 
of Michigan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If your son or daughter is 
graduating this school year  
from High School, College, or 
Graduate School, please call or  
e-mail Karen in the church  
office and we’ll put the graduate’s 
name in the next issue of this 
newsletter.    
Phone:  860-525-0894  
Email:  office@emanuelhartford.org 
 
 

Nativity Festival 2016?? 
 

Taking a year off from having a 
Nativity Festival this year gave 
Emanuel members an opportunity to 
consider if they wish to continue this 
tradition into the future and, if so, 
how they can be a part of making 
that happen. You do not need to be 
directly connected to Sunday School 
or Confirmation to help! Families are 
busier than ever, and they will need 
support from their faith community 
if the Nativity Festival is to return.  
 

If you feel the Nativity Festival is a 
tradition that should continue, we 
need to hear from you. Please 
contact Natalie Bloomquist soon,  
as plans must be finalized this 
summer: 860-525-0894 or 
natalie.bloomquist@ 
emanuelhartford.org.   
Thank you! 
 
 

Brighten someone’s day by  
taking our beautiful altar  
flowers to them! 
Each Sunday after the late service,  
we try to make arrangements for  
the delivery of the altar flowers to  
our hospitalized and/or shut-in  
members. Claudia Bellis, Brook  
Nowak, Marjorie Johnson, Ellen 
Anderson, Rae Ann Gremel, and 
Monica Swanson do a great job with 
our flower ministry. If you'd be 
willing to help on a Sunday with a 
delivery, please look for one of them 
near the Luther Hall kitchen. Thanks. 
You'll surely brighten someone's 
day!    

 
 
 
 

                In Memoriam 
 

Elsie Arcand, a longtime member of 
Emanuel, died on June 30, 2016.  
 
Gertrude Bach, a longtime member 
of Emanuel, died on Tuesday, July 
12, 2016. A Funeral Service was held 
at Sheehan-Hilborn-Breen Funeral 
Home on July 14, 2016. 

 
Heidi Tolo Merkel, a former 
member of Emanuel, died on  
July 20, 2016.  
 
 

May the comfort and hope of the 
resurrection be with the family and  
friends of these saints. 
 

 
 

NEW DATE FOR THE 2017 
REFORMATION TRIP! -  
August 29-September 8  
 

 

We now have the opportunity to go 
later in the summer when the 
weather should be cooler and there 
will be fewer people.  It is now 
confirmed that the date for our 
Reformation Trip will be August 29 – 
September 8, 2017. Remember 
there is a 10% discount on the land 
portion if you register by the end of 
October, 2016. If you have questions 
or comments, please call or email 
Lisa at 860.929.0708 or 
lisa.martin@cruiseplanners.com. 
 
 
 

mailto:natalie.bloomquist@emanuelhartford.org
mailto:natalie.bloomquist@emanuelhartford.org
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CHURCH COUNCIL  
June 28 Highlights  
 
Chet Brodnicki called the meeting to 
order and welcomed everyone.  
Vicar Dominic Smyth shared 
devotions and closed with prayer.   

Treasurer Tim Elwell presented the 
treasurer’s report, highlighting 
variances and trends.  He also 
explained the current invoice 
approval process which requires 
treasurer/officer approval on all 
invoices regardless of type or value.  
A recommendation was circulated 
that modifies this process to enable 
the operations manager to authorize 
invoices for recurring, predictable, 
budgeted ordinary expenses such as 
utility bills, lease payments (copier) 
and vendor contracts (cleaning, 
security).  After some questions, the 
Council approved this measure to 
simplify the approval process for 
these specific situations. 

Safe Church Coordinator – In follow-
up to previous discussion, Chet 
clarified that the Safe Church 
Coordinator does not have access to 
personal details of background 
checks.  The reports that Emanuel 
receives only contain “accept/reject” 
results.  Peter Murphy has agreed to 
serve as the Safe Church 
Coordinator.   

Accessibility Project – Jane Wunder 
provided a brief update on the 
project.  More detailed information 
was provided in response to 
questions about Emanuel taking 
advantage of some the grants and 
historic tax credits that might be 
available.  Due to eligibility criteria, 
timing and other project/use 
restrictions, most of these programs 
are not compatible with Emanuel’s 
restoration and accessibility 

projects.  (Emanuel was fortunate to 
receive a $15,000 grant for the north 
window project.)    

Tower Repair Update - Mike Nowak 
explained the details of the tower 
repair project, timing and 
construction costs.  Council 
endorsed the recommendation from 
the Finance Committee that the 
necessary funding of $250K for 
tower repair project be provided 
from the Capital Needs Endowment 
Fund.  Mike will present this 
information at the Special Meeting 
of the Congregation. 

Term Limits - As discussed in earlier 
meetings, guidelines for term limits 
have been drafted and shared with 
the Council.  Mark Hollertz further 
clarified some of the details.  Mark 
agreed to share these with existing 
committees prior to Council action, 
as suggested by Mike Nowak.  

Scholarships/A. Elizabeth Jacobson 
Fund – It was reported that due to 
lack of funds (and the fund being 
essentially at its “inviolate 
principal”), no scholarships can be 
given in 2016.  Given that 
unfortunately the request for 
applications had already been 
published, President Brodnicki will 
write to the applicants explaining 
the premature announcement and 
the inability to award scholarships 
this year. 

Council Member Election – Council 
approved a motion to elect Melissa 
Johnson to replace Julie Mujic who 
had to resign as their family was 
moving. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please remember to bring in  
donations of food (canned, non 
perishable) for the MANNA Food 
Pantry - we have a collection box 
in Luther Hall.  Thanks! 
 
 

Calling All E-mail Addresses 
Please be sure to keep the parish  
office updated with your most  
current email address.  More and 
more communications are sent out 
through electronic means rather 
than paper mailings.  If you have  
any questions, please contact  
Karen at office@  
emanuelhartford.org.   
Thank you. 
 
 

Large print worship bulletins are 
available each Sunday morning. 
Please let an usher know if you 
would like one. 
 
 

Please visit our website at: 
www.emanuelhartford.org  
 

The website can be added as a  
button on your SmartPhone or  
tablet.   
 

Listen to MP3 files: 
http://emanuelhartford.org/
worship/sermons/ 
 

Here's the FAQ (Frequently Asked 
Questions) link to our website:  
http://emanuelhartford.org/
aboutus/faqs/ 

 
 

 

Council  
Highlights 

http://emanuelhartford.org/worship/sermons/
http://emanuelhartford.org/worship/sermons/
http://emanuelhartford.org/aboutus/faqs/
http://emanuelhartford.org/aboutus/faqs/


 

 

Special Meeting of the 
Congregation  
After worship on Sunday July 17, 
2016, Council President Chet 
Brodnicki convened a special 
meeting of the congregation.  There 
were two agenda items for this mid-
summer business meeting: 
 
Tower Restoration:  As 
recommended by the Church 
Council, it was moved and seconded 
that “funding in the amount of 
$250,000 for the completion of the 
masonry and tower restoration, 
which is Phase Three of the Window 
& Tower Restoration Project, be 
authorized by the congregation from 
the Capital Needs Endowment 
Fund."  Mike Nowak, Property Chair, 
provided a summary of this final 
phase of the project, which involves 
extensive repair of the precast 
concrete on the east tower.  He 
highlighted the special access system 
and scaffolding that will be put in 
place around the exterior of the 
tower to facilitate the most efficient 
completion of construction work. He 
also explained the detail 
investigation, testing, engineering 
and mockups that have preceded the 
development of the $250,000 
funding request.  Scaffolding 
installation will be completed by 
early August at which point masonry 
work will commence, and the 
restoration should be complete by 
October.  Relative to the funding 
source for this request, President 
Brodnicki pointed out that the 
balance of the Capital Needs 
Endowment Fund was $652,295 as of 
12/31/15.  At the annual meeting an 
allocation of $35,000 was approved 
to meet the 2016 itemized capital 
projects.  This allocation, along with 
the proposed $250,000, will bring 
the balance down to $367,295 (plus 
any earnings in 2016).  After 
questions, the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

Accessibility Project:  Mark Hopper, 
Chair of the Project Building 
Committee, presented an update on 
this project to make Emanuel's 
parish building handicapped 
accessible on all levels.  He shared an 
update on the design process, 
including the detail estimating and 
design development being done by 
our construction manager and 
architect to arrive at a design that 
falls within the $1.4M budget, and 
also the complicated approval 
process with the City and State 
Historic Preservation Office.  He 
provided an overview summary of 
the proposed base building design 
(elevator and vestibule off the back 
of the parish building, chapel 
accessibility, restroom renovations 
on two levels) and the two design 
alternates that will also be bid 
(tunnel accessibility, gym 
restrooms).  A handout was provided 
showing the proposed design along 
with an elevation.  Mark noted that 
bidding will take place upon 
completion of the design documents 
and that firm pricing and 
recommendations on alternates will 
be presented to the congregation for 
final approval in September, with 
groundbreaking to follow. 
Discussions are underway to pinpoint 
the impact the construction might 
have on Emanuel's fall programming 
and how best to minimize these 
impacts.   
 
After several questions, the meeting 
was adjourned. 
 
A big thank you - we are grateful to 
the 60 members who stayed for this 
meeting and made sure there was a 
quorum of 50, as required by our 
Constitution, to conduct the 
important business at hand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Samaritan Fund 
Just to remind you, the loose  
offering received on the first Sunday 
of the month goes to the Samaritan 
Fund.  The Samaritan Fund 
is used to assist people in need.    

 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Please remember, there are always 
prayer shawls available for anyone in 
need of this symbol of love and 
caring.  Speak to Helen Johnson (860-
649-6661) or Karen in the church 
office.  
 
 

New Flower Chart 
In order to encourage people to sign 
up for altar flower donations, please 
note the “Flower Chart” on the 
bulletin board near the kitchen in 
Luther Hall.  You may use this chart 
to pick a Sunday, or Sundays, when 
you would like to donate altar 
flowers.  Checks (indicating the date 
for flowers on the memo line) may 
be sent to the church office or placed 
in the offering plate with the form 
from the blue sheet.  We hope to 
have flower donations for every 
Sunday of the year! Thanks for your 
help. 
 
 

 

Volunteer Opportunities on 
Sundays 
 

If you are interested in  
volunteering to be a Greeter  
or a Lector, please contact the  
coordinators below. 
 

Greeters:  Eileen Mitchell,  
860-688-4867 or 
gemitch@comcast.net 
 

Lectors:  Lynn Sherman,  
860-523-1702   
 

Thank you Eileen and Lynn for  
your service to these important  
ministries.   
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 
9:30 am: Staff  
Meeting 
 
 
 
 
7 pm: Church  
Council Meeting 

3 
 

4 
No Prayer Shawl 
Ministry meeting 
at the church 
 

Crafty Painters 
 

“Bible  
Conversation,”  
will not meet for 
the summer  

5 
No Friday Night  
Program 
 

6 
4 pm:  
The Wedding of 
Kathryn Ward 
and  
Jeffrey Roman, 
Sr. 

7 
Twelfth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
 

Services of Holy  
Communion  
8:00 am: Chapel 
10:00 am: Luther Hall 
 

 

8 
 

9 
9:30 am: Staff  
Meeting 
 
 
 
 

10 
 

11 
No Prayer Shawl 
Ministry meeting 
at the church 
 

Crafty Painters 
 

“Bible  
Conversation,”  
will not meet for 
the summer  

12 
No Friday Night  
Program 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
Thirteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
 

Services of Holy  
Communion  
8:00 am: Chapel 
10:00 am: Luther Hall 
 
 

 
 

12 - 4 pm: Youth Group  
Retreat/Outdoor  
Adventures at 
Brownstone Quarry,  
Portland, CT 

15 
Deadline for  
newsletter, 
“God With Us” 
 

 

16 
9:30 am: Staff  
Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm: Executive  
Committee Meeting 

17 
 

18 
No Prayer Shawl 
Ministry meeting 
at the church 
 

Crafty Painters 
 

“Bible  
Conversation,”  
will not meet for 
the summer  

19 
No Friday Night  
Program 
 
 

20 
 
 

21 
Fourteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
 

Services of Holy  
Communion  
8:00 am: Chapel 
10:00 am: Luther Hall 

22 
 

23 
9:30 am: Staff  
Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm: Church  
Council Meeting 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
No Prayer Shawl 
Ministry meeting 
at the church 
 

Crafty Painters 
 

“Bible  
Conversation,”  
will not meet for 
the summer  

26 
No Friday Night  
Program 

27 
 

28 
Fifteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
 

Services of Holy  
Communion  
8:00 am: Chapel 
10:00 am: Luther Hall 
During 10 am service: 
Blessing of the  
Backpacks  
(and other items)! 
 
 
11:15 am - 12:15 pm: 
Youth Group 
Ice Cream & Coffee 
Back-To-School Party 

29  
 

30 
9:30 am: Staff  
Meeting 
 

 

31    

August 

LH 

LH 

LH 

LH 



 

 

 

The Emanuel 
Archives 
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A structure is a 
place to gather; 
contents within 
give it life and 
commitment. 
 

1924 - Church structure 
completed and dedicated. 
  

No words can be used to best 
describe the excitement and the joy 
of a congregation watching a new 
church structure raising in the midst 
of their dwelling of worship than 
those found and written in Norma 
Westlund Sandberg’s wonderful 
pages of God With Us-1889-1989: 
“Imagine the escalating emotion in 
seeing the walls of the church rising 
higher and higher, seeing week by 
week, month by month, season by 
season, the exciting progress. 
Imagine the wonder of seeing the 
brick and mortar and stone slowly 
transformed into a temple of 
breathtaking beauty and the reverent 
amazement in seeing the altar, the 
cast iron bell, the pulpit, the organ, 
the stained glass windows and the 
pews put in place. And crowning the 
altar was the magnificent 
reproduction of Thorwaldsen’s 
Christ.” 
 

Even as eyes were uplifted to the 
growing heights of Emanuel they 
were also focused to the future as 
the ever vigorous congregational life 
kept going. Additional property was 
purchased on Hungerford Street, 
numbers 123-125, as “protection for 
the future” (we are still doing that). A 
new Sunday school was formed in 
East Hartford with classes held at the 
Burnside library for similar reasons as 
the Park Road Chapel in West 
Hartford, to keep children outside of 
Hartford tied to the church. 
 

A grand concert of music on an 
annual plan was started to help 
develop Emanuel’s own musical 

organizations and an orchestra. 
Pastor Hulteen offered lectures on 
American history. The Young People’s 
Society divided into three divisions 
for competition among themselves to 
raise money for the Midsummer 
Festival. Tickets sold at 10 cents each 
that not only had an illustration of 
the new church building but also a 
chance, by raffle, to win a new Ford  
Touring car. Because of all the brick 
and stone in the church yard, the 
festival was held back on Russ and 
Babcock Streets at the old church 
site.  
 

A contract was signed with Austin 
Organ Company of Hartford in 1923. 
The old organ eventually was given to 
the Lutheran congregation of 
Cromwell. Additional events of the 
year included the largest 
confirmation class of 53, and a bit 
later, the first communion service 
ever held in English was celebrated 
on March 30, 1924. With the 
construction on schedule it was 
decided that the new church building 
would be dedicated as the feature 
event of Emanuel’s 35th anniversary 
on October 24-30, 1924. 
 

The ladies of Emanuel were greatly 
involved, like all of the others, in gifts 
of money for important pieces of the 
new building. The West Hartford  
 

Ladies Aid Society gave a gift of 
$5,000 for the pews and the large 
stained glass window on the east 
side. Later, the Emanuel Daughter’s 
group gave $5,000 for the 
chandeliers and another stained  
glass window. 
 

There is a touching little story of the 
effort by the Sunday School children 
who wanted to raise money for the 
church bell, starting way back to 
1910. Goldfish bowls were placed in 
the classrooms for pennies given at a 
youngster’s birthday, one for each 
year. Later they were given bell-
shaped penny banks to bring in when 
filled. The bell selected by the church 
members would weigh 1800 pounds,  
priced at one dollar per pound. By 
1923 the children had gathered $900, 
not enough for the bell that had to 
be ordered. How sad the children 
were of their failure. There is a 
miracle to this story that must 
involve prayer and Pastor Hulteen’s 
good fortune. 
 

I am out of space for more to the 
story, so I will save it until next 
month. 
 

*Source –  God With Us–1889-1989,  
by Norma Westlund Sandberg 

by John Starkes 

June 12, 2016: Jeannette Urban, Helen Johnson and Pat Meiser at the  
Bond Ballroom Retirement Celebration for Pastor Corgan. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Altar Flowers 
Aug. 7  Open 
Aug. 14  Open 
Aug. 21  In honor of the 15th 
  Anniversary of  
  Monica and Brian 
  Swanson 
Aug. 28  Open 
 
Assisting Ministers   
Aug. 7  Brook Nowak 
Aug. 14  Monica Swanson 
Aug. 21  Mal Doyle 
Aug. 28  Alan Meeds 
 
Children’s Library  
Closed for the summer 

Communion Preparers 
Aug. 7  Val and Craig  
  McDonald 
Aug. 14  Bobbee Canfield 
Aug. 21  Lynne Strecker 
Aug. 28  Marjorie Johnson 
 
Greeters 
Aug. 7  Ann Louise Swanson 
Aug. 14  Lois House 
Aug. 21  Janet and John 
  Starkes 
Aug. 28  Peggy Zachariasen 
  and Shirley August 
 
Lectors - 8:00 a.m. 
Aug. 7  Monique Jennings 
Aug. 14  Kathy Haller 
Aug. 21  Lee Sherman 
Aug. 28  Carol Dennler 
 

Lectors - 10:00 a.m. 
Aug. 7  Janice Favreau 
Aug. 14  Sue Johnson 
Aug. 21  Brian Swanson 
Aug. 28  Glenna Brodnicki  
 
 

Ushers 
8:00 a.m.: Katherine Haller 
10:00 a.m.:   
Head Usher: Arnie Benson 
Captain: Michael Coons 
Ushers: James Ashwell, Celine Coons, 
Russ Bjorklund, Gary Bloomquist 

 
 

 

Serving in 
August 

In Honor/Memory of: ______________________________  

_______________________________________________ 
 

Given by:  ______________________________________ 

Phone  Number:  _________________________________ 

Questions? Call  the Church Office 525-0894 

 

Please use the form below for a flower donation and place it in 

the offering plate or mail it to the church office.  Thank you. 

Today’s Date:   __________________________________ 

Date for Flowers:  ________________________________ 

Altar Flowers—$45.00 
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There’s some great music at Emanuel! 



 

 

God With Us 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

311 Capitol Avenue 

Hartford, CT  06106 

 

Address Service Requested 

Periodical 

Postage Paid at Hartford, CT 

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Emanuel Lutheran Church 
Opposite the State Capitol Grounds 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

Maria J. Hammons, Interim Pastor 
Church Office: 860-525-0894 

Fax:  860-246-3720 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

August 7 - September 4 
8:00 a.m. in the Chapel 

10:00 a.m. in Luther Hall 
 

Sunday School 
Sunday School is not in session 

during the summer months.  


