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COMING IN APRIL
Sunday, April 10
Knute Ogren, director of development, will be at Emanuel to thank us for our ongoing support of
Camp Calumet and to encourage our continued participation. (Please see article on page 5)

Saturday, April 23
We will host Church by the Pond, 2:00 p.m. (rain or shine) at Bushnell Park, by
the carousel. Join us for this ecumenical ministry serving the people of Hartford
with a communion service and bagged lunches. Please contact Yvonne Gardner
to help with providing food. We need 6 people to help make lunches and serve
on this day.

Sunday, April 24
Bishop Jim Hazelwood will be with us at Emanuel for worship and conversation.
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The Mission of Emanuel Lutheran Church
In response to Christ’s love we:
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Worship God in joyful celebration,
Invite others into this community of Christ,
Serve those in need in the community and
in the world,
Nurture all people in faith through
Christian education,
Encourage and support one another
in Christian living and fellowship.
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FROM PASTOR CORGAN

Dear Friends in Christ,
Suffering – we've had considerable
suffering in our congregation
recently.
How do we make sense of it - people
of faith experiencing crisis, tragedy,
difficulty, illness, disease, loss...
How do we make sense of it all?
The teachings of Jesus can help. Take
for example, Jesus' response to the
disciples when they asked about a
particular tragedy and a mass
murder. The question was whether
those who were killed were
were worse sinners than others.
Jesus rejected that cause-and-effect
theory quickly and warned the
disciples that they must repent, that
is, turn to God, lest they, too, will
perish. (Luke 13:1-5) We should
never deduce that those who are
suffering deserve what they are
experiencing. How harsh and
cruel it is to make such judgments.

Elsewhere, Jesus teaches that God
makes the sun rise on both the evil
and the good, and sends rain on
both the righteous and the
unrighteous." (Mathew
5:44-45) Bad things happen. . .
to everyone.
Bad things do happen to everyone.
In the midst of the suffering and the
attendant uncertainty and instability
in life, what are we to do? How can
we survive? We may not be able to
explain or understand or accept
things that happen, but the
comforting, encouraging and hopeful
word in Christ is that we can lean on
the promises of God, can trust that
God is with us and that God's mercy
will prevail.
When we experience this mercy of
God, it changes not only how we
view and understand things, but it
changes us as people. We realize
that we are recipients of grace and
that without this grace, we are lost.
Such self-understanding changes
3

who we are and how we think and
act. Knowing that we have received
mercy can blunt, even remove the
hatred that lurks within us. These
days, we all know that we are seeing
far too much hatred for others
expressed in our public discourse.
People who have been shown mercy
and realize that they are recipients
of God's unconditional and
undeserved love are those who
show mercy to others. Such people,
recognizing their own sin and the
brokenness of humanity, see that
they are absolutely dependent on
God's mercy and God's grace.
In the crucified and risen Jesus
Christ, the mercy of God has been
revealed for you, for us and for all
people. Thanks be to God!
May God’s love, mercy and grace
sustain you in the midst of the
challenges and suffering of life.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Corgan

Sunday
School News
First Communion
We rejoice with the following young
people who received the Sacrament
of Holy Communion for the first time
during the Maundy Thursday
worship service: Kylie Hazard, Emmy
Karim, Libby Karim Caroline Mujic,
Brendan Murphy, Dylan St. John, and
Geneva Swanson.

Our “Library of Love” Lent focus was
a joyful sharing of God’s love with
our neighbors at Rawson Elementary
School in Hartford. Many thanks to
all those who helped the Sunday
School children collect so many
books that we lost count!
“LIBRARY OF LOVE”

Receiving the gift of Communion
strengthens us to go out to love and
serve God’s world.

God loves them. Acts1:6-14

April 10: Peter Heals. A man sat
outside of the beautiful gate of the
temple as two of the disciples, Peter
and John, approached. The man
could not walk so he could not get
any food for himself. He asked them
for food but they said they had
something even better for him.
Peter told
him in
Jesus’
name to
get up and
walk. He
didn’t just
stand up,
he jumped
up
because
he was so
happy! All
the people
saw this
man jumping and skipping and went
with him and Peter and John into to
the temple to say “Thank you!” to
God. Jesus had gone to heaven, but
there is still power in Jesus’ name.
Jesus help us care for others who
need healing. Acts 3:1-16

In March, the children and parents
gathered for two sessions to think
about the very special gift Jesus
gives us in Holy Communion. We
looked at the story of the Passover
and how Jesus gave new meaning to
the meal that he and his disciples
celebrated on the night he was
arrested.
We
gathered
on the
weekend
before
Maundy
Thursday
to bake
the bread that would be consecrated
for their First Holy Communion. As
we were mixing, kneading, shaping,
and making the sign of the cross in
each unleavened loaf, we
remembered how we can trust
Jesus’ promise to show up in the
bread and wine each time we hear,
“This IS my blood shed FOR YOU…
This IS my body given FOR YOU…”
Martin Luther helped us understand
that the “stuff” of Holy Communion
holds a promise. Each time we
receive, we trust God’s promise of
the forgiveness of sins, God’s grace
and everlasting life.

out of their sight. But they can’t
stand there staring up to heaven
forever. They had work to do right
here on earth. And so do we! Jesus
promised to send a helper, the Holy
Spirit, to help us go out into the
world to let others know how much

April lessons:
How do these stories help you
understand God and how God works
in our lives?
April 3: The Ascension. The book of
Acts continues the story where the
Gospels left off. Things are confusing
for the disciples. Jesus died. Jesus
rose again. He’s shown up now and
then after his resurrection, but soon
they won’t be seeing him anymore.
Up on the Mount of Olives they see
him lifted up as a cloud takes him
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April 17: Lydia. Jesus invited the
disciples to follow him. The disciples
invited others to follow Jesus. Many
of the people who follow Jesus in
the Bible are men. But a woman
named Lydia was also a follower of
Jesus. Lydia was a business woman
who made beautiful purple cloth
that she sold to rich people. One day
she heard the Apostle Paul talking
about how much Jesus loves us, and
(Continued on next page)

Sunday School News (continued)
she and all her family and all those
who worked in her home were
baptized! We can invite others to
follow Jesus, too! Acts 16:9-15
April 24: The children will remain in
worship and hear from a very special
guest, Bishop Jim Hazelwood of the
New England Synod. He will help us
honor and thank Pastor Corgan as he
gets closer to retiring. The children
will sing a special song in honor of
the Bishop’s visit and in thanksgiving
to God for Pastor Corgan’s ministry
with us.
Prayer for the Month:
Dear Giving Father, Thank you for
giving your Son to everyone. Thank
you for giving gifts to each of us.
Help us to use our gifts to help others
know how much you love them.
Amen.

Confirmation
News
The five Wednesdays in Lent gave us
the wonderful opportunity to hear
five different personal stories about
faith in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord.
Vicar Dominic shared his personal
struggle with understanding the
doctrine of the Trinity and how
focusing on Jesus helped him
understand this special way God has
for loving us. Jonathan ReuningScherer helped us think about how
the tone of what we say sometimes
says more than our actual words and
shared a beautiful choral piece
composed in the 1930s as
interpretation of the Nicene Creed.
Pastor Marschhausen shared that he
grew up with the expectation that
he would be a pastor and how when
he had doubts about how to be a
good pastor, his grandfather (a

pastor) told him to look to Jesus. I
shared how the story of Zacchaeus
and the example of my father’s
compassionate love for “outcasts”
helped me understand who Jesus is
and that Lutheran theology gave me
the language to understand the
darkness I felt in my heart and the
inspiration to live the good news of
Jesus Christ. Pastor Corgan shared
his struggles with doubt as he
entered seminary and how certain
professors, classmates and
theologians helped him understand
and strengthen his faith. (The visual
imprinted in our memories,
however, might be of him chasing
his childhood friend around a table
because he was teasing him about
his faith in God and connection to
the church! See, pastors are real
people, too.)
Each week I heard from both
confirmation youth and parents
about how that week’s reflection
was particularly meaningful to them
and helped them think about their
own belief. They revealed that they
engaged with their faith in ways that
they wouldn’t have without this
Lenten opportunity to gather each
week.
We’ll build on this experience as we
resume our confirmation gatherings
this month and consider the unique
nature of Christianity and its
relationship to other religious
traditions. With only three
gatherings with all three grades
remaining, we’ll focus on
accompanying our 8th graders as
they prepare to affirm the faith into
which they were baptized.
• April 2-3: Confirmation Overnight
• April 6: Confirmation Gathering
• April 20: Confirmation Gathering
• May 4: Confirmation Gathering
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• May 11: Confirmand Families and
Prayer Friends Potluck Dinner
• May 22: Affirmation of Baptism

CALUMET
SUNDAY
April 10 at Emanuel
Knute Ogren from Camp Calumet
will be here to share some
information about this beautiful
camp located on Lake Ossipee in
New Hampshire.
Please join us on April 10 at the
10:00 a.m. worship service to learn
more about the camp’s programs
and events which help support and
strengthen people. At Calumet, they
strive to reach out to people from all
walks of life.
Emanuel is a primary partner of
Calumet Lutheran Ministries, along
with more than 180 other
congregations of the New
England Synod!

Baptized into God’s family on
March 6, 2016:
Ava Lily-Anne Ingvertsen, daughter
of Andrew and Ashley Ingvertsen,
born on August 19, 2015.
Godparents are Darren Young,
Emma Ingvertsen, and Mallory
Mysante. The Water Carrier was
A. J. Caldwell. Congratulations and
God’s blessings to the newly
baptized and her family!

Children’s For the last
Library News several months

we have been
highlighting our many new DVDs and
picture books. This month our focus
is on a series of books for teens and
even adults. Known as the Mitford
Series, the library has the first four
books in this series. This is a
wonderful group of books about
Father Tim, a pastor in the fictional,
charming village of Mitford. At
Home in Mitford, the first book in
the series, introduces the bachelor
Father Tim, his attractive neighbor
Cynthia, a lovable but unloved little
boy and Father Tim’s large dog who
moves in and decides not to leave.

direction his life will take. This book
is filled with the miracles and
mysteries of everyday life and shows
how life in a small town is rarely
quiet and never boring. These High,
Green Hills continues the story of
Father Tim as his life changes
dramatically (I don’t want to give
away how!). I will tell you that the

Birthdays and Anniversaries are
noted each month for persons
who are:




80 years of age and every year
thereafter.
Married for 50 years and every
year thereafter.

Special Emanuel Birthdays
During April!
Susan Johnson - April 1
Ronald Lindlauf- April 3
Burton Hedling - April 7
Pauline Cochrane - April 8
Donald Ahlberg - April 10
Eileen Mitchell - April 13
Dorothy Bloomquist - April 20
Barbara Renkert - April 27

unloved little boy becomes like a son
to Father Tim, he goes on a lifechanging camping trip and a new
computer requires the patience of a
saint! Book 4, Out to Canaan, finds
great change coming to the village of
Mitford. The village is calling for
Add to this a jewel theft and a 60
year old secret and you get a
provincial comedy filled with
mysteries and miracles. This book is
followed by A Light in the Window,
book 2 in the series. Father Tim’s
cousin Meg has moved in uninvited,
Cynthia is tugging at his heartstrings
and he needs to decide what

Alice Henry - April 28

Special Emanuel Anniversaries
During April!
Dr. and Mrs. William Bronson April 3, 62nd Anniversary

“Christ in our Home”

aggressive development, there are
plans for a health spa and the worst
thing is the Sweet Stuff Bakery may
be closing! Father Tim is pondering
the uncertainties of retirement and
the people of Mitford are in a
struggle to keep body and soul
together. This is a wonderful series
that, if you begin with the first book,
you won’t want to stop until you
have read the entire series.
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Be sure to look in the back of the
Nave, outside the Chapel and in
Luther Hall on Sundays. There you
will find the April, May, June
complimentary issue of Christ in our
Home, a wonderful devotional that
offers daily opportunities for
reflection and prayer. Each day
provides a short Bible text with a
brief, thoughtful message and
simple prayer.

2016 EMANUEL HARTFORD YOUTH GROUP
(Grades 6-12) CALENDAR
DATE

EVENT

TIME

NOTES

Jan. 24, ‘16

Youth Ice Skating
Party @ Bushnell
Park, HTF

11:30am-12:30pm

Back to School Skating Party at Bushnell Park
for all Youth (Parents are also welcome).

Feb. 21, ‘16

Food Packaging
Event at ELC in
Luther Hall

11:15am-4:15am

Youth will participate in a community endeavor
at ELC to help fight against hunger in our community through our annual Food Packaging
Event.

Feb. 26-28,
’16

Skiing weekend at
Calumet

ALL WEEKEND

Youth from ELC will join other youth from
around New England Synod for a winter weekend of fun skiing, faith sharing and fellowship.

March 12-13

ELC Youth Lock In

Sat. 6:00pm to Sun.
9:00pm

March 26, ‘16

Set Up/Easter Egg
Hunt

12:00pm - 4:00pm
11:15am-12:15am

March 27, ‘16
Youth Easter Egg
Hunt

TBD

Youth will engage in an overnight of interaction
and fellowship among themselves. Youth will
also watch and discuss a faith formation movie
(Movie Night).
Youth and Parents will interact and participate
with Confirmation and Sunday School children
in a planned and organized Easter Egg Hunt
Event at ELC.

April 29-30,
‘16

Youth & Adult Youth
Leaders Retreat

A weekend of Retreat, faith and spiritual nourishment for youth and adult youth leaders.

May (TBD),
‘16

Peace Builders Train- TBD
ing - COMPASS
Youth Collaborative
Inc

Youth will gain skills as peace builders for
life through conflict mediation, resource
connection and crisis intervention.

June 7, ‘16

End of Year Potluck
Dinner in Luther Hall

Youth, Parents and adult youth leaders will
gather to fellowship and have fun at the end of
the school year.

6:00pm -8:00pm

*Parents and Youth, please mark your calendars with these important dates & time. As indicated, this calendar
highlights scheduled events/activities for ELC Youth Group. Both Youth and Parents are encouraged to mark their
calendars and prioritize their participation in these events accordingly. You will be informed of all and any
necessary updates and changes. For more information or clarifications, please contact me at
dominic.smyth@emanuelhartford.org or 215-820-9113 / ELC Office: 860-293-0870

3 . Scroll down and on the right side of the page you’ll see
the logo for Sign Up Genius. Click on it!

To see a list of Committees and Ministries of
Emanuel and ways you can participate, please
go to our website!
1. www.emanuelhartford.org
2 . Click on the black tab at the top of the page titled,
“Serve.”
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TRANSITION PLANNING
As we begin 2016 we are acutely aware that by the end of June Pastor Corgan will have ended his tenure as
Pastor at Emanuel. Although we are saddened by his impending departure, we are also happy for him and
Deborah as they enter a new chapter in their lives. The Church Council has been very involved in beginning
preparations for this transition. The following are the activities that have occurred and/or are in process.
•

The Council met with Bishop James Hazelwood of the New England Synod and The Rev. Paul D. Sinnott,
Associate to the Bishop, to discuss with the council the steps that will need to be taken as we go
through the transition. Based on our meeting and after discussions by the Council it was unanimously
decided that we will hire an Interim Pastor to start in July 2016.

•

The Council will appoint a committee to take responsibility for planning activities that will honor Pastor
Corgan over the next 6 months.

•

The Council is also investigating utilizing a consultant to help us prepare for the next phase in the life of
Emanuel’s ministry, which is to include a self-study that will help identify us to identify where the
congregation ministry is at this time and what the future might hold for Emanuel. This study is required
by the Bishop and when complete will be used to share with potential candidates for the hiring of a
new Pastor. This phase of work will commence upon Pastor Corgan’s departure.

•

A Call Committee will be appointed once the self-study is complete.

If you have any questions about this information lease don’t hesitate to discuss with any Council member.
Thank you.
Chet Brodnicki, Council President

A Thank You
So, our annual effort to contribute to
the campaign against hunger within
our neighborhood this 2016 was
finally a success. We packaged
33,288 meals (which cost $8,322.00
@ $0.25 a meal) that are expected
to feed 33,288 needy kids,
individuals and families within and
around the Hartford area. It
wouldn’t have been successful
without your generous time and
resources. Even more amazing was
the scene of the many hands that
joined us in this ministry: your
families, friends, and other church
communities like Shepherd of the
Hills - Simsbury, Faith - East
Hartford, and Concordia Manchester, CT. I am even more
hopeful that the evidence of the

Save the date. A Conversation
with Rev. Paul Sinnott,
Assistant to Bishop Hazelwood
Regarding the Transition Process

spirit of ecumenical collaboration
and fellowship that was visible
during this Food Packaging Event will
continue to inspire and drive our call
to ministry wherever God has placed
us. Thanks for your contributions
and volunteering!
-Vicar Dominic
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Following the Church Service on
Sunday, April 17, Rev. Paul Sinnott
will meet with members of the
congregation in a Forum format to
discuss the Transition Process that
Emanuel has entered into and to
respond to questions that you might
have. Pastor Sinnott is working with
us as we go through the transition.
Please try to attend.

Celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation in Germany! - An Update
from Lisa Martin

Please Save These Sunday Dates
as we honor Pastor Corgan for nearly two decades
of ministry at Emanuel and wish Pastor and Deborah
a fond farewell upon retirement:

April 24
Bishop James Hazelwood will join Emanuel for
worship with a reception following the late service.

May 15
Community partners, faith leaders and other friends
in ministry will be invited to join us for worship,
followed by an open house/reception for Pastor Corgan.
This open house will give those beyond Emanuel the
opportunity to recognize Pastor Corgan’s retirement.

June 12
A celebration retirement banquet will be held at the
Bond Ballroom in Hartford from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Together we’ll enjoy a luncheon and program featuring
Knute Ogren as Master of Ceremonies.
(Look for detailed invitations in early April.)

June 19
One special worship service at 10:00 a.m. and
a festive reception in Luther Hall will celebrate and
conclude Pastor Corgan’s ministry at Emanuel.
We need your help -- As we prepare a slideshow of Pastor Corgan
over the years, we invite you to share any photos you might have.
Please give them to Becki Murphy directly, or place them in her
mail slot in Luther Hall. (Please place your name on the back
of the photo if you’d like it to be returned.)

Thank you to everyone who has shown
interest in joining this once-in-a-lifetime
trip. The date has been set, and families
who can only take vacation in the summer,
who want to take a meaningful multigenerational trip, have college-aged family
members, and have children over the age
of 8 will be very happy to learn that the
trip has been scheduled for July 3rd (air
start date) with a return date of July 14th,
2017.
Land price per passenger based on
a twin accommodation is $2,630.00 plus
variable Travel Insurance costs, depending
on what insurance company you’d like to
use. Globus is offering their basic
insurance for $209.00 per person, based
on double occupancy. Group air is
$1,972.00 which includes transfers. Save
10% per person by booking by November
29th, 2016.
The next step: I will be setting up meetings
to have all of those interested complete a
registration form and make deposits to
book their journey.
Please keep in mind, the trip is
still open. With a focus on Martin Luther,
the trip will help you recapture your
knowledge of the history of the Lutheran
Church, enjoy the fellowship of others,
and renew your faith. Please call me, (Lisa
Martin) at 860.929.0708 if you have any
questions.

Volunteer Opportunities on Sundays
Faith Budget
The faith budget is that portion of our operating budget that both
enables Emanuel to meet its ministry commitments and provides
opportunity for each us to share over and above our regular pledges.
For 2015, the budget approved at the annual meeting includes a faith
budget line item of $37,000.
The Church Council and I want you to be aware of this, trusting that
some of you will begin to make donations as you're able. For some, I
know, there is little or no discretionary money available in your
personal budget. For many others of us, that is not the case. Please
consider this need and opportunity prayerfully and share as generously.
Pastor Corgan
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If you are interested in
volunteering to be a Greeter
or a Lector, please contact the
coordinators below.
Greeters: Eileen Mitchell,
860-688-4867 or gemitch@comcast.net
Lectors: Lynn Sherman,
860-523-1702
Thank you Eileen and Lynn for
your service to these important
ministries.

Council
Highlights
The new Council members were
welcomed: Jacob Fulmer, Julie Mujic
and Deepak Pedada
Pastor Corgan spoke about the
wonderful ministries going on at
Emanuel. He listed several examples,
including the Prayer Shawl Ministry.
The group makes prayer shawls that
are then distributed to the home
bound, those in the hospital or those
going through a difficult time.
Emanuel is full of so many important
ministries. Another ministry is the
Food Packaging event and Chet
Brodnicki thanked Vicar Dominic for
the significant role that he played in
setting up and implementing the
packaging event.
Financial Secretary Marschhausen
reviewed the financial statements.
These included three items. “Uses
and Limitation Imposed on
Endowment and Saving Accounts,”
“Balance Sheet As of January 31,
2016” and “Financial Secretary
Monthly Report - Income &
Transfers - February, 2016” This
included that the Treasurer is a
voting member and the Financial
Secretary is not an officer or a voting
member. Pastor Marschhausen was
thanked for his work and dedication
as the Treasurer.
Treasurer Tim Elwell started by
thanking Gary Bloomquist and
Pastor Marcshhausen for all of their
impressive work. Emanuel’s
Investment Management Task Force
has been working on finding and
recommending a third party
company that would help Emanuel
manage its endowments. The Task
Force has actively pursued getting
proposals. The top three candidates
will make presentations to the
Investment Committee during the
week of March 14th. At the end of
the three interviews, there will be a

recommendation made to Council
regarding the hiring of an
investment management group.
The Company will assist us in due
diligence of overseeing our funds.
This includes needing to go through
the funds considering the current
market and help Emanuel make
informed decisions. They will help us
know we are getting the best return
on our investments. The company
will not be making decisions for us.
Mark Hollertz was elected as the
Member At Large on the Executive
Committee
The recommendations for
appointments of Committee
Chairs were discussed and the
recommendations were approved.
Recommendations from the
Sandberg Mission Fund for a portion
of the Sandberg Mission Fund were
presented by Linnea Bloomquist.
After Council discussion the
recommendations were approved.
Jane Wunder, Director of
Operations, reported that sixteen
new windows were installed in
the doors of all rooms per
recommendations that came out of
the facility audit by our insurance
carrier and the safe church
guidelines. The courtyard project
has 175 engraved bricks. Ground
breaking should be in May. The
Accessibility Project team met last
month. A congregational meeting
will be needed to present final plans.

Annual Reports are available
in the rack in the back of the
church.
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Ruby Anderson died on
March 6, 2016. A Memorial
Service of Thanksgiving for
her life was held at Emanuel
on March 19, 2016.
May the comfort and hope of the
resurrection be with the family and
friends of this saint.

Please remember to bring in
donations of food (canned, non
perishable) for the MANNA Food
Pantry - we have a collection box
in Luther Hall. Thanks!

Large print worship bulletins are
available each Sunday morning.
Please let an usher know if you
would like one.

Brighten someone’s day by
taking our beautiful altar
flowers to them!
Each Sunday after the late service,
we try to make arrangements for
the delivery of the altar flowers to
our hospitalized and/or shut-in
members. Claudia Bellis, Brook
Nowak, Marjorie Johnson, Ellen
Anderson, Rae Ann Gremel, and
Monica Swanson do a great job with
our flower ministry. If you'd be
willing to help on a Sunday with a
delivery, please look for one of them
near the Luther Hall kitchen. Thanks.
You'll surely brighten someone's
day!

Is there anyone here at Emanuel
who has knitting or crotchet
experience? The middle school girls
at Burns School have been asking to
learn. Sessions would take place
on Tuesday or Thursday
between 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. If you are
interested, please contact Pastor
Corgan. Thanks.

Bible
Readings

For the Month
of April

April 3 - Second Sunday of Easter,
“You Shall Be My Witnesses”
Acts 1:1-14

The Organ is Back!
After 9 months of extensive
restoration, the organ is back!
Here are some highlights of the
repaired and expanded Austin
Organ:

April 10 - Third Sunday of Easter,
“Peter Heals in Jerusalem”
Acts 3:1-10

• 3000 wires with decaying
insulation were replaced with a
single 8 strand fiber optic
cable. No more fire hazard!

April 17 - Fourth Sunday of Easter,
“Church at Thessalonica”
Acts 17:1-9
(1 Thessalonians 1:1-10)

• Almost 20 new stops, including a
solo trumpet, a harp, new strings,
and a Zimbelstern (those are the
tinkly bells some of you heard).

April 24 - Fifth Sunday of Easter,
“Church at Corinth”
Acts 18:1-4 (1 Corinthians 1:10-18)

• New pedal board

Here’s a note of
thanks from
Knute Ogren
regarding
Emanuel’s
support of
Camp Calumet.
Mark your
calenders:
Knute will be at
Emanuel on
Sunday, April 10
to thank Emanuel
personally.
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• MIDI interface (you might have
noticed a laptop playing the organ
on Christmas Eve)
• Recording capability
• Entire instrument re-tuned to
concert pitch
If you’d like a tour of the new
instrument, Jonathan will be happy
to oblige! Many thanks to all who
supported this project and for your
patience while the organ was out.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1
Friday Night Program
3:30 - 9:00 pm

April
3

Confirmation
Overnight at
Emanuel
4

5
9:30 am: Staff Meeting

Second Sunday of
Easter
8 and 10 am: Services of
Holy Communion
Prayers for Healing

6
12 Noon: Greater
Hartford
Conference
Luncheon
6:30 pm: Supper/
Council Meeting

Sunday School

7 pm:
Confirmation

10

11

Third Sunday of
Easter

12

13

7
9:30 am: Prayer
Shawl Ministry and
Crafty Painters

8
Friday Night Program
3:30 - 9:00 pm

9
10 am - 12 noon:
SPROUT in Luther
Hall/Gym

15
Friday Night Program
3:30 - 9:00 pm

16
10 am - 12 noon:
SPROUT in Luther
Hall/Gym

10 am: “Bible
Conversation,”
in the Nursery
Choir Rehearsals Please contact
Jonathan for
information
14
9:30 am: Prayer
Shawl Ministry and
Crafty Painters

9:30 am: Staff Meeting

8 and 10 am: Services of
Holy Communion
Calumet Sunday

10 am: “Bible
Conversation,”
in the Nursery

Deadline for
“God With Us”

Choir Rehearsals Please contact
Jonathan for
information

Sunday School

17

Saturday

2
10 am - 12 noon:
SPROUT in Luther
Hall/Gym

18

Fourth Sunday of
Easter

19
9:30 am: Staff Meeting

20

21

7 pm:
Confirmation

8 and 10 am: Services of
Holy Communion
Holy Baptism of
Evangeline Mae Gavioli

9:30 am: Prayer
Shawl Ministry and
Crafty Painters

22
Friday Night Program
3:30 - 9:00 pm

10 am: “Bible
Conversation,”
in the Nursery

23
10 am - 12 noon:
SPROUT in Luther
Hall/Gym
2 pm: Church by
the Pond in
Bushnell Park

Choir Rehearsals Please contact
Jonathan for
information

11:15 am: Pastor Sinnott,
Interim Process - Town
Hall
Sunday School
24

Fifth Sunday of
Easter

25

26
9:30 am: Staff Meeting

27

28
9:30 am: Prayer
Shawl Ministry and
Crafty Painter s

8 and 10 am: Services of
Holy Communion
Bishop Hazelwood
Preaching

10 am: “Bible
Conversation,”
in the Nursery
Choir Rehearsals Please contact
Jonathan for
information

Children stay in
worship

12

29

30

Friday Night Program
3:30 - 9:00 pm

10 am - 12 noon:
SPROUT in Luther
Hall/Gym

Youth and Youth Leaders Retreat

Prayer Friends Needed!
by Natalie Bloomquist
Each student in Emanuel’s
Confirmation ministry has a secret
Prayer Friend who remains with him
or her throughout the three years of
confirmation instruction. Through
prayer, the Prayer Friend has an
impact on the life of the student
through intercession to God. Prayer
Friends pray regularly for their
assigned confirmation student and
send simple correspondence and
special wishes on birthdays,
baptismal anniversaries and
holidays. Their identity remains a
secret for three years until they are
revealed just days before
Affirmation of Baptism Sunday.
Would you consider serving as a
prayer friend? Early adolescence is a
difficult time, and the academic and
social pressures society places on
our middle school youth are
tremendous. You can make a
difference in their lives by keeping
them intentionally in prayer and
reminding them that Jesus is with
them always, and that they are in
your thoughts and, most
importantly, your prayers.
The benefits of this ministry flow
both ways. God created us to be in
relationship with others, and this
ministry not only brings joy to both
the Prayer Friend and the
confirmation youth but also
meaning and a depth of faith that
comes from regular, simple, downto-earth prayer.
There is no standard profile for a
Prayer Friend! They are individuals,
couples, families and friends
teaming together to serve. All are
important and meaningful partners
in this ministry.
Please call, e-mail or speak with me
at church for more information or to
offer your service.

Apostle is derived from the
Greek word, pronounced
ap-os-tol-os, which means
messenger, or ambassador
WANTED: 21st Century Apostles,
to serve as Assisting Ministers no fishing license required!
Job Requirements: The desire
to serve the congregation of
Emanuel Lutheran and to lead the
congregation in prayer. No age
limits. No experience necessary.
Employer is willing to train.
We are looking for a few good men
and women who are willing to serve
our congregation in the role of
Assisting Minister. The Assisting
Minister’s main role is that of
intercessor – that is to lead the
congregation in reciting the Creed
and praying for the concerns for the
whole world, the Church on earth
and the people gathered for
worship. The Assisting Minister also
helps with the celebration of Holy
Communion and Baptism. It is a role
of honor to serve our Lord and to
assist our congregation in that
service.
You might ask, “Why me?’ “Why
should I volunteer?” Or you might
say, “That’s too scary!” “ I don’t
want to stand in front and have
everyone looking at me!” “What if I
make a mistake?”
“Why me?” In the Evangelical
Lutheran Church, all of us as
baptized Christians are called in one
form or another to be ministers of
our faith by serving God and one
another.
“Why should I volunteer?” Each of
us has unique gifts to give as
ministers of our faith and for those
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whose gifts include leadership; this
is a role that provides the volunteer
with an opportunity – the
opportunity to serve as an
intercessor for our community of
faith by leading the prayers of
intercession and facilitating the
congregation’s response. In this role
as a servant leader you will deepen
your own faith as you lead others on
the journey of faith we share
together.
“What if I make a mistake?” We all
make mistakes, but most likely – no
one, but you will know. Each time
you have the opportunity to serve in
this role, you will grow in confidence
and ability. You are not alone; you
are guided by the Holy Spirit who
works through the faith of our
community.
By offering your gift of leadership,
you will be filled with a grace and
blessing that comes from giving and
receiving God’s word in the name of
Jesus.
If you are interested, please contact
Janice Favreau either by phone:
860-978-1681 or email at:
jefavreau@cox.net
If Jesus called you today, what
would be your answer?

Calling All E-mail Addresses
Please be sure to keep the parish
office updated with your most
current email address. More and
more communications are sent out
through electronic means rather
than paper mailings. If you have
any questions, please contact
Karen at office@
emanuelhartford.org.
Thank you.

The Altar Flower Form is on page
15 of this newsletter.

The Samaritan Fund
Just to remind you, the loose
offering received on the first Sunday
of the month goes to the Samaritan
Fund. The Samaritan Fund,
administered by Pastor Corgan,
is used to assist people in need.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry
Please remember, there are always
prayer shawls available for anyone in
need of this symbol of love and
caring. Speak to Helen Johnson (860649-6661) or Karen in the church
office.

New Flower Chart
In order to encourage people to sign
up for altar flower donations, please
note the “Flower Chart” on the
bulletin board near the kitchen in
Luther Hall. You may use this chart
to pick a Sunday, or Sundays, when
you would like to donate altar
flowers. Checks (indicating the date
for flowers on the memo line) may be
sent to the church office or placed in
the offering plate with the form from
the blue sheet. We hope to have
flower donations for every Sunday of
the year! Thanks for your help.

Please visit our website at:
www.emanuelhartford.org
The website can be added as a
button on your SmartPhone or
tablet. Recent updates to the
website include Sermons, FAQ’s,
and Newsletters.
Listen to MP3 files:
http://emanuelhartford.org/worship/
sermons/
Here's the FAQ (Frequently Asked
Questions) link to our website:
http://emanuelhartford.org/
aboutus/faqs/
The Calendar is on page 9 of our
newsletter, “God With Us.”
Please contact Becki Murphy at
becki.murphy@emanuelhartford.org
if you have any questions.

Now was the time to tell the stories
of war, of battle, imprisonment and
rescue. Of Emanuel’s men and
women who served, six gave their
lives. We remember and honor these
men:

The Emanuel
Archives
We Remember
to Honor Those
Who Served
by John Starkes



In our last article of archives we
wrote of the wonderful collection of
scrapbooks we had received for the
church through the thoughtfulness of
Jane Wunder - attic treasures of her
mother, Norma Westlund Sandberg.
The assembly of newspaper and
photo clippings covered the
members of Emanuel from about
1930 until the early 1960’s and
matters of importance of that time.
They just didn’t cover church events
and items involving the interests of
Swedish community; highlights
centered on the social events of the
families, such as honors in schooling,
engagement announcements for
marriage along with fine photographs
we no longer find in our papers of
today; wonderful stuff to remember.
Many of these scrapbooks are on
display for your enjoyment in our
church lounge on the archives
cabinet. Added to that display is one
more very important scrapbook
dealing with the events of World
War II and those of Emanuel’s
members that were involved in
battles. Some gave their lives, others
were wounded in battles of Europe
or the Pacific, and others were held
captive as prisoners of war or missing
in action. Happily most returned
home and carried only their personal
stories we shall never know, but can
celebrate the event in the
photographic coverage of the great
ocean liners refitted for war that
brought them home to the ports of
New York or the west coast. These
were great ships now forgotten in
time: the Queen Mary, Queen
Elizabeth, S.S. America, and the
Swedish liner, Gripsholm; it was July
1945.
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Walter Lemberg
Bertil Dahlstrom
Kenneth Carlson
Frederick Swanson
Norman Dahlstrom
Francis Carlson
The wonderful scrapbooks have their
stories, and that of at least twentyfive others who were members of
Emanuel at that time.
There were other people honored in
the ways they used their knowledge
of the armed services to offer us new
technologies. They used this
technology in peace time as the
nation returned to employment, to
complete education, to get married
to that boy or beautiful girl they had
left behind, or to start those families
we still have among us these days
that chose the Hartford area to be
their homes and Emanuel to be their
family in faith, with our wonderful
Savior.
This great scrapbook will be
displayed with the others, but singled
out from the others with the
American flag.

Hands On Hartford thanks
Emanuel for the monthly gift of
$916.66. This gift will help provide
food, housing and related services
for families struggling to make
ends meet.

Coffee Hour
April 3

Serving in
April
Acolyte and Crucifer
April 3
Hannah Karim
Christopher Liddell
April 10
Matthew Anderson
Charles Sinche
April 17
Meredith Swanson
Seth Barron
April 24
Youth at Calumet
Altar Flowers
April 3

April 10

April 17
April 24

In memory of
Hedi Riemer, given
by Annemarie
Riemer and Richard
Voigt
In memory of
Kenneth Swanson,
Sr., given by Ann
Louise Swanson
Open
In memory of all
descendants in
Weeks, Sparrow and
Bergeson families

Assisting Ministers
April 3
Janice Favreau
April 10
Malcolm Doyle
April 17
Monica Swanson
April 24
Alan Meeds
Children’s Library
April 3
Deborah Corgan
April 10
Diane Troutman
April 17
Nancy Gray
April 24
Closed

Hannah Bloomquist,
Caroline Dwyer,
Eleanor Doyle,
Ellen Anderson
April 10
Carol Dennler, Lois
House, Elinor
McCue,
April 17
Kurt Hazard family,
Kyle Hazard family,
Michael Johnson
family
April 23
Retirement Planning
Committee
Communion Preparers
April 3
TBD
April 10
TBD
April 17
TBD
April 24
TBD
Greeters
April 3
April 10
April 17
April 24

Gary and Diane
Troutman
Melissa Johnson and
Kristina Leich
Stan and Carol
Johnson
Ken Weeks

Lectors - 8:00 a.m.
April 3
Christine Dalton
April 10
Nancy Gray
April 17
Carol Dennler
April 24
Kathy Haller
Lectors - 10:00 a.m.
April 3
Lynne Strecker
April 10
Jonathan Fairchild
April 17
Tony Mujic
April 24
Monica Swanson

Sound and Recording
April 3
Kelly Caldwell
April 10
Kyle Bellis
April 17
Jeff Potter
April 24
Mal Doyle
Sunday School Aide Schedule
April 3
PreSchool - Kindergarten:
Lindsey Anderson
Grades 1 and 2: Lindsay Altschuler
Grades 3 and 4: Rhiannon
Kiersznowski
Grade 5: volunteer needed
April 10
PreSchool - Kindergarten:
Ally Graulich
Grades 1 and 2: Matt Graulich
Grades 3 and 4: Lindsay Varney
Grade 5: volunteer needed
April 24
PreSchool - Kindergarten:
Jennie Livingston
Grades 1 and 2: Maire Hollertz
Grades 3 and 4: Kelly Caldwell
Grade 5: volunteer needed
Ushers
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Nelson Gottier
Head Usher:
Arnie Benson;
Captain: Michael
Coons, Ushers:
James Ashwell,
Celine Coons, Russ
Bjorklund, Gary
Bloomquist

Altar Flowers—$45.00
Please use the form below for a flower donation and place it in
the offering plate or mail it to the church office. Thank you.

In Honor/Memory of: ______________________________
_______________________________________________

Today’s Date: __________________________________

Given by: ______________________________________

Date for Flowers: ________________________________

Phone Number: _________________________________
Questions? Call the Church Office 525-0894
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Postage Paid at Hartford, CT

Address Service Requested

L U T H E R A N

C H U R C H

Emanuel Lutheran Church
Opposite the State Capitol Grounds
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Pastor John Corgan: Cell Phone: 860-712-1895
Church Office: 860-525-0894
Fax: 860-246-3720
Sunday Worship Schedule
8:00 a.m. in the Chapel
10:00 a.m. in the Church
Sunday School
Sunday School begins after the
Children’s Message at the
10:00 a.m. worship service.

